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Set Up Meeting
Please mark your calendar for the District Set Up Meeting.  It is scheduled for Monday, June 28th, in the Ministry 
Center at St. Luke UMC, (1104 Second Ave. Columbus). The business and worship session will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
and conclude around 11:45 a.m. Spouses and administrative staff are welcome to attend, however there will not be a 
separate meeting for spouses. Lunch is on your own at one of the many restaurants nearby. 

Please RSVP to our District Administrative Assistant, Gail Grantham at (706) 561-4541 or gailgrantham@aol.com 
by June 20th to let us know how many will be attending with you. I look forward to being with you then, and to serv-
ing with you in the Northwest District. 

Annual Conference Week June 1 - June 7, 2021 

The 155th session of the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church 
will begin online Tuesday, June 1, with the clergy session and the Retirement 
Recognition Service, and will run through Monday, June 7, with the virtual business 
session. 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, leading his fifth and final annual conference session as 
South Georgia’s episcopal leader, will guide South Georgia United Methodists in 
times of worship, business, and celebration.  

Gathering under the theme of “Alive Together at the Table,” he invites the annual conference to celebrate and affirm 
all that has been accomplished in mission and ministry during the past year.  

In his Book of Recommendations and Reports welcome letter, Bishop Bryan gives thanks for the ways South Georgia 
churches, laity, clergy, and extension ministries have navigated the unprecedented challenges of the past year. 

“Your ‘spiritual muscles’ have been on display and I can confidently say that the Body of Christ in South Georgia is 
strong,” he wrote.  The technologically-assisted Annual Conference session will begin Tuesday, June 1 with a clergy 
session. Special services will span over the course of several days with the business session scheduled for Monday, 
June 7. Here’s an overview of how the time will be spent:  

 Tuesday, June 1: Virtual Retiree Recognition Service begins at 7 pm 
 Thursday, June 3: Virtual Memorial Service begins at 7 pm with Dr. Brad Brady preaching (Link to watch) 
 Sunday, June 6: Virtual Service of Ordination with Commissioning begins at 5 pm with Bishop Bryan  
 preaching (Link to watch) 
 Monday, June 7: Virtual Annual Conference Session, 8:30 am - 5 pm (Link for guests to watch) 

A detailed schedule of the June 7 Annual Conference Session may be found here.  
Clergy and lay members to Annual Conference will be sent an email with a private link to join the June 7 Annual 
Conference Session. The email will also include their voter identification and additional instructions. Guests will be 
able to watch the live stream at www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming. Clergy Voter IDs were sent via email on May 26.  
If you have not received your ID by end of day June 2, 2021 please contact the District Conference!  
 Annual Conference website: https://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference 
 A countdown checklist for Clergy and Lay Members to Annual Conference: 
  Have you participated in one of the online platform and voting training sessions?  
    Do you have your Book of Recommendations and Reports (BOR) purchased or printed and ready to 
 reference? 
   Have you watched and read these additional videos and reports? 

Stay tuned to www.sgaumc.org/annualconference for up-to-date 2021 Annual Conference news and information.

https://www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming
http://vinevillemethodist.com/live/
https://www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming
https://www.sgaumc.org/agenda
mailto:gailgrantham@aol.com
https://www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming
http://vinevillemethodist.com/live/
https://www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming
https://www.sgaumc.org/agenda


Bishop Bryan Announces Retirement

In a heartfelt video, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, episcopal leader of the South Georgia Area of The United 
Methodist Church, announced his intent to retire, effective Sept. 1, 2021. 

“It has been a great joy, and I thank you for the willingness you have had for us to be in ministry together. We 
are greatly blessed by the South Georgia Conference,” he said in the video. “In every way, this Conference is 
ready, not only for today, but even for tomorrow, because we are being Alive Together in Christ.”  

Elected bishop July 14, 2016, at the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference’s quadrennial meeting at Lake  
Junaluska, N.C., Bishop Bryan began serving as South Georgia’s resident bishop on Sept. 1, 2016. 

In his announcement to the Conference, Bishop Bryan expressed his desire to spend more time with his family. 

“Through this intentional process, I have discerned with clarity that it is time for me to turn my full attention to 
my family,” he said. “I began seminary 50 years ago. Since that time, our lives have been shaped by appoint-
ments, moves, and denominational matters. I have no regrets. What I do have, though, is confirmation that 
now is the time for me to focus my energies more directly on those whose love has sustained me.”  

During his five years serving the South Georgia Conference - four years plus an additional year due to the post-
ponement of the 2020 General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference because of the coronavirus pandemic 
- Bishop Bryan has focused on finding fresh ways to be alive together in collaborative leadership. He has 
worked to build teams like the Compass Group and Laity Cabinet that affirm the giftedness of the Conference’s 
laity and clergy. 

With clarity, focus, and conviction that God’s guidance for him as the episcopal leader of South Georgia is 
found in Ephesians 2:5, “God has made us alive together in Christ,” Bishop Bryan has served South Georgia 
with faithfulness and tireless dedication, Conference leaders say.  

“Sherrill and I love the South Georgia Conference and are thankful for the unwavering support the laity and 
clergy have so generously given to us,” he said. “We will always be Alive Together in Christ with our South 
Georgia family.” 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH A VIDEO FROM BISHOP BRYAN 

https://vimeo.com/543686235


 
Bishop Graves to provide interim episcopal 
leadership for South Georgia beginning Sept. 1 

The Council of Bishops, in consultation with the Southeastern Jurisdiction 
(SEJ) and the respective Annual Conference Committees on Episcopacy, on 
May 14 announced projected episcopal assignments.  

Upon Bishop Lawson Bryan’s retirement and during the interim – from 
September 1, 2021, until new bishops can be elected at the next Jurisdictional Conference, projected to be held fall 2022 – 
Bishop David Graves, current episcopal leader of the Alabama-West Florida Conference, will provide episcopal leadership 
to both the South Georgia and the Alabama-West Florida Conferences. 

“Because I love both South Georgia and Alabama-West Florida, I am excited about this coverage plan,” Bishop Bryan 
said. “Bishop Graves is a colleague whom I respect and appreciate.” 

Under Paragraph ¶407 of the Book of Discipline, the Council of Bishops has authority to fill a vacancy for presidential/
episcopal supervision of an episcopal area due to death, retirement (¶ 408.1, .2, .3), resignation (¶ 408.4), judicial 
procedure (¶ 2712), leave of absence (¶ 410.1), or medical leave (¶ 410.4). 

After much prayer and discernment, the bishops have approved the following recommendations for episcopal supervision:  

    Bishop Ken Carter as the resident bishop of Western North Carolina Conference (Charlotte Area), in addition to his role 
as resident bishop of Florida Conference (Florida Area). 
    Bishop Leonard Fairley as resident bishop of North Carolina Conference (Raleigh area), in addition to his role as 
resident bishop of Kentucky Conference (Louisville Area).  
    Bishop Debbie Wallace-Padgett as resident bishop of Holston Conference (Holston Area), in addition to her role as 
resident bishop of North Alabama Conference (Birmingham Area). 
    Bishop David Graves as resident bishop of South Georgia Conference (South Georgia Area), in addition to his role as 
resident bishop of the Alabama-West Florida Conference (Alabama-West Florida Area). 

The new roles are effective September 1, 2021, and will continue until new bishops are elected in the SEJ. The SEJ 
Committee on Episcopacy will make the assignment of bishops once the new bishops are elected. 

“It is an honor and privilege to serve as the episcopal leader of the South Georgia Conference,” said Bishop Graves in a 
statement to the South Georgia Conference. “Nancy and I look forward to meeting you all in the coming months. The 
South Georgia Conference will continue to do great Kingdom work. I’m excited about focusing on mission and ministry 
and making an impact on this corner of the world.” 

Bishop Graves was elected a bishop on July 13, 2016, and has served in the Alabama-West Florida Conference for five 
years. 

“It is good to see the collaboration that is happening between the Colleges and Committees on Episcopacy as they work 
together to determine the coverage that best fits the missional needs of the conferences involved,” said Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey, President of the Council of Bishops. 

“These are important in between times that call for collaboration and creative ways to ensure the ministry continues in the 
conferences,” she added. 



SEJ College of Bishops Calls for Special Session 

(SEJ) The College of Bishops of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church, in accordance with ¶521 
of the 2016 Book of Discipline, calls for a special session of the jurisdictional conference on July 21, 2021. The meeting 
will begin at 10 a.m. EST and will be held virtually. 

The purpose of the special session is to vote on a proposed resolution to unite the Memphis Annual Conference and the 
Tennessee Annual Conference into the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference. 

Delegates will also receive a report from the Southeastern Jurisdiction on the pandemic response in the jurisdiction, the 
work of anti-racism across the jurisdiction, and the work of the jurisdiction moving forward into the next 18 months.  

The 2020 SEJ Conference, originally scheduled for July 15-17, 2020, at Lake Junaluska, NC, has been postponed due to 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.  

The College of Bishops encourages all churches of the Southeastern Jurisdiction to be in prayer for the Church and the 
world during these challenging times.  

15 Annual Conferences comprise the Southeastern Jurisdiction: Alabama-West Florida, Florida, Holston, Kentucky, 
Memphis, Mississippi, North Alabama, North Carolina, North Georgia, Red Bird Missionary, South Carolina, South 
Georgia, Tennessee, Virginia, and Western North Carolina. 

The Secretary of the Jurisdiction will provide the necessary information for delegates to participate in the special session. 
Guests will be able to watch the live stream at www.sejumc.org. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Staff Position Available
       St Paul UMC is accepting applications for the full-time staff position of Director of Children’s Ministry.               
Experience preferred but not required. Contact Kathy at (706)327-7419 for more information. 

 
2021 AC Session: Virtual Clergy Session - June 1

  2021 AC Session: Virtual Retiree Recognition Service - June 1
         2021 AC Session: Virtual Memorial Service - June 3

                       Basic ERT Training, Waynesboro - June 5
                                    2021 AC Session: Virtual Commissioning and Ordination Service - June 6
                                    2021 AC Session: Virtual Annual Conference Session - June 7
                                    Camp Connect: High School Camp - June 14-18
                                    Basic ERT Training, Darien - June 19
                                    Wesley Glen Day - June 20
                                    Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 1 - June 21-25
                                    Certified Lay Ministry Summer Immersion - June 21-25
                                    Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 2 - June 28-July 2

District Cares and Concerns
Please continue to keep in your prayers: 
Robin Bankhead  wife of Tony Bankhead-Hamilton Charge; and Bill Dupree (RE).



Save the date . . . 
GEORGIA PASTORS’ SCHOOL

Virtual Event
Thursday, July 15, 2021

10am-3pm (with an hour lunch break) 
More details coming soon

(.5 CEU available for attending. Opportunities for an extra 1.5 CEUs are available) 
The Georgia Pastors' School Board is excited to announce that, while we cannot meet in person at Epworth this year, we 
will be holding a virtual Pastors' School event.   We are still finalizing all of the details, but I am hoping that you can help 
us get the word out in as many ways as possible.  The full Pastors' School board meets next Wednesday, so after that 
meeting we will have more details about the specific content. We are working on providing some practical content for 
how we can lead well post shut down, and we are very excited about it!  
____________________________________________________________________________________

Date of 2021 Lay Ministries (LSM and CLM)
The 2021 date for Lay Servant Training (LSM)  and Certified Lay Ministry (CLM) have been posted on the 
Lay Servant Courses  website  (online and in-person): https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
Certified Lay Ministry Courses (in-person only): https://www.sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining
The time is right for churches to take advantage of these leadership development opportunities!  More than ever we need 
well trained leaders in our local churches! 
Anne Bosarge
Multi-Campus Director, The Chapel Ministries
Associate Director, Office of Congregational Development, South Georgia Conference
www.thechapelministries.com
anne@thechapelministries.com
912-262-1331 (work)
912-270-0474 (cell)
www.brightideasforchurchleaders.com
www.getoutofthatbox.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________

General Conference Postponed to 2022  
Meeting on February 20, the Commission on the General Conference made a decision to further postpone the 2020 
General Conference until August 29 – September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, Minn. as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
affect the safety of mass gatherings and travel. 
 It is the Commission’s responsibility to select the site and set the dates of General Conference. Further, the Book 
of Discipline requires the Commission on the General Conference to "take necessary measures to assure full participation 
of all General Conference delegates." The Commission concluded that mandate was not achievable by means of either an 
in-person meeting in 2021 or a virtual meeting. 
For more information:  https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/general-conference-postponed-to-2022-15076499 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Camp Connect Filling Up Quickly, Register Today
Camp is back! And this time, with a twist. With Epworth By The Sea remaining closed to the 
public for the 2021 summer, Camp Connect is packing up and moving 18 miles away to Camp 
Jekyll on Jekyll Island! Registration is now open for all six camps (Bridge Camp, High School 
Camp, two Middle School Camps and two Elementary Camps). We can't wait to see you on 

Jekyll Island this summer for a once-in-a-Camp-Connect experience! 

https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
http://sgaumc.org
https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/general-conference-postponed-to-2022-15076499
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

South Georgia Conference Offices 
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM offices.

3040 Riverside Drive
Suite A 2

Macon, GA 31210
Mailing Address

P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Northwest District
Steve Patton, District Superintendent

steve@sgaumc.com 
706-561-4541

233 - 12th Street
Suite 816

Columbus, GA 31901

http://www.gumf.org/newsletters
mailto:info@gumf.org
mailto:steve@sgaumc.com



