
          

Bishop Graves meeting with the clergy and laity of the North Central and Northwest Districts
Sunday September 11  | 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Perry United Methodist Church
__________________

Bishop Graves luncheon with Northwest District clergy
Monday, September 12 | Noon – 2:30 pm

St. Paul United Methodist Church

District Gatherings with Bishop Graves set for September
To the clergy and laity of South Georgia:

As you know by now, my passion is sharing Jesus, seeing the overlooked, joining God in transforming lives, and changing 
the world one person at a time.
I’ve had the privilege of getting to know the great people of South Georgia over the past nine months, and I’ve seen 
firsthand that our local churches share in this passion. I continue to be amazed at the incredible ministry happening all 
across the South Georgia Conference.
Many of you, clergy and lay, have asked, “Bishop, what are you going to do to come alongside us and help us in the local 
church? What are you going to do to help with dismantling racism and social justice in our communities? What can our 
church look like post-Covid?”
These are the conversations I want to be a part of: leaning into and focusing on our mission and ministry and continuing to 
find ways to be sustainable and, more importantly, thrive.
I realize, though, that we often hold things in tension in our lives. One thing we hold in tension right now is the call to 
move forward, to restart, and to focus on mission in our local churches. And, at the same time, to have necessary 
conversations and provide necessary information around denominational matters. 
With this in mind I am setting aside three weeks in September to be in our districts among the laity and clergy of South 
Georgia. You will see the schedule below. The District Superintendents have been a huge help in planning these times in 
the districts so we can be with as many people as possible. 
In these three weeks I want to accomplish two things: to resource around ways we can “restart” our focus on mission and 
to share relevant information that will help your church be equipped and informed about the South Georgia Conference.  
I look forward to visiting, talking with, and listening to clergy and laity from each district as we seek to refocus on our 
mission. I hope you will make plans now to be a part of a gathering near you. Please contact your district office with 
questions.

In Christ, 

Bishop David Graves

District Superintendents are scheduling other opportunities for Bishop Graves to meet with laity and clergy during his 
time in each district.  
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Pastors Retiring At 2022 
Annual Conference

Celebrated with those pastors retiring at this Annual 
Conference: Bill Bagwell, Carl Barnhardt, Mike Brown, 
Patricia Burns, Ellis Carpenter, Derek Hobbs, Ron Johnson, 
Mike Lyons, Rick Mitchell, Mike Ricker, Uley Robbins, Lynn 
Roberts, Rickey Rushing, Randy Spicer, Tim Steffen, Jackie 
Thomas, Julie Tisinger, Jimmy Towson, Howard White, 
Karen Zeigler.

 Jonathan Beckum, Nathan Lehman,
Bishop Graves, Haynes Martin

Full Conference 
Member/Elders 

 The following individuals were ordained as Full 
Conference Members at the 2022 Annual Conference: 
              Jonathan William Beckum 
 Nathan Christopher Lehman 
 Jeremiah Haynes Martin 
 The Board of Ordained Ministry processed with the 
ordinands as a sign of the covenant community into which 
these newly ordained persons are entering. Rev. Jim Morrow 
represented the Orders of Elder. Rev. Grace Guyton 
represented the Order of Deacon. 

Due to the called Annual Conference in August, we will not be 
sending out preliminary apportionments in July.  We anticipate the 
Conference Budget will be adjusted at the August 2022 conference, 
and so will await the new budget before calculating apportionments.

2022 Annual Conference Session
Annual Conference Recap

Recap of Sunday, June 5 
Recap of Monday, June 6
Recap of Tuesday, June 7

Recap of Wednesday, June 8

https://www.sgaumc.org/recap-sunday-june-5
https://www.sgaumc.org/recap-monday-june-6
https://www.sgaumc.org/recap-tuesday-june-7
https://www.sgaumc.org/recap-wednesday-june-8
https://www.sgaumc.org/recap-sunday-june-5
https://www.sgaumc.org/recap-monday-june-6
https://www.sgaumc.org/recap-tuesday-june-7
https://www.sgaumc.org/recap-wednesday-june-8


What is Georgia Pastors’ School?
Georgia Pastors’ School provides inspiration, education, fellowship, fun and relaxation for North and South Georgia 
clergy and their families. The school is supported by the tuition of attendees, an endowment established by the board of 
managers, an annual gift from the North Georgia Conference, and the generous contributions of our sponsors who provide 
refreshments during breaks and fellowship times.
Our Leadership
The school is managed by pastors for pastors.  The board of managers consist of thirty-two clergy – sixteen from North 
Georgia and sixteen from South Georgia – who are appointed to full-time ministry in their conference.  Managers serve 
for two quadrinium, and are responsible for all aspects of the school from the selection of topics, recruitment of faculty 
and preachers, and the logistics of the school.  To learn more about the board of managers, contact them, or ask about 
opportunities to serve, visit the Information and Registration.
You’re Invited!
Active and retired United Methodist clergy and their families are cordially invited to experience this combination of 
continuing education and personal renewal.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mission U
When:  Friday, July 15, 2022 to Sunday, July 17, 2022
Where:  Epworth By The Sea, St. Simons Island
Theme: Luke 13: A Transformative Biblical Curriculum for Adults, Children & Youth
Mission u provides opportunities to prepare for leadership in mission study and personal 
growth. We challenge individuals to fulfill their mission calling. It’s a weekend full of 

worship, service, training, and study. Mission u will motivate, inform, challenge and enrich your commitment to global 
ministry.
   Adult Study: What Can We Be Together? led by Rev. Eric Powell
    Youth Study: Community in the Midst of Challenging Times led by Courtney Howell
    Children Study: The Growing Tree led by Kara Turk
    Music: Tony and Natalie Crosby
Registration fee is $30. Check-in Friday, July 15 from 3-5pm in the Ellie Room. You can order the adult study book online 
at umwmissionresources.org. Cost is $10.
Download the flyer | Register now | Click here for hotel information
For more information or for scholarship opportunities,
contact your local president or visit www.sgaumc.org/um

District Celebration and Concerns
Rev. Bill Dupree (Retired – Northwest District) passed away Saturday, June 4, 2022. Visitation was Friday, 
June 10, 2022, from 5 pm – 7 pm at Hancock Funeral Home in Americus. The funeral was Saturday, June 11, 
2022, at 2 pm at Americus First UMC (200 S. Lee St., Americus, GA 31709). Click here to read the obituary. 
Rev. James Ford (Retired – Northwest District) passed away Thursday, June 9, 2022. A graveside service 
with military honors was held on June 16, 2022. Click here to read the obituary. 

http://www.apple.com
https://www.bennettfuneralservice.com/obituaries/Rev-James-Martin-Ford?obId=25100154
https://www.georgiapastorsschool.org/?fbclid=IwAR13PNb-qyLpbAONAkyBKHOeY3NSFjA5Xhe05DM5CGGBOKoiXSobHhZ_e8U
https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/Mission+U+Flyer+22.pdf
https://www.epworthbythesea.org/reservations.php
http://www.apple.com
https://www.bennettfuneralservice.com/obituaries/Rev-James-Martin-Ford?obId=25100154


Mrs. Sylvia Brown Receives Special Recognition 
At Howard UMC
On  Mother's day this year, May 8, 2022, the Howard United 
Methodist Church, along with the rest of the Howard Charge, honored 
one special mother for her unwavering sacrifice of praise in the area of 
music. Mrs. Sylvia Brown, the pianist at Howard UnitedMethodist 
Church and the pianist/organist at Wesley United Methodist Church 
(Howard Charge) celebrated her 70th year as a musician behind the 
ivory keys. She began piano lessons and accompanied the hymns for a 
worship service at a very young age. 
Since then she has been faithfully 
serving. About 15 years ago, she let 
the Howard United Methodist 

Church know that she was preparing 
to step down from her role as a pianist, but that obviously did not happen. Countless 
Pastors and congregants have been blessed by her sacrifices of praise over the years 
and we wanted to recognize her faithfulness and say a hearty, Thank You! 
Rev. Stephen Waite, pastor of the Howard United Methodist Church presented Mrs. 
Sylvia Brown with a bouquet of roses and two certificates that read: 
"Lifetime Achievement Award presented to Sylvia Maxwell Brown by the people of the 
Howard Charge of the UMC on this day May 8, 2022 in recognition and appreciation 
of a lifetime of musical excellence and service to the Lord Jesus Christ." Signed by 
Rev. Stephen Waite, Pastor and Daniel Bryan Coffee, PPR Chair. One certificate was 
presented to Mrs. Sylvia Brown that hangs on the wall just above the piano at the 
Howard United Methodist Church and the other certificate was for her to take home 
and enjoy in her music room. 

 

 

  

Shift In Relief Efforts For Ukraine
(UMNS) A move from emergency aid to long-term 
support sums up the current phase of United Methodist 
efforts for Ukrainian refugees and internally displaced 
persons. But United Methodist faith communities in 
Romania, Poland and Hungary continue to send 
supplies into Ukraine as the Russian invasion 

Save the date: Clergy Time Apart with 
author Tod Bolsinger 
Speaker Tod Bolsinger, author of "Canoeing the 
Mountains" and "Tempered Resilience," will join us 
Thursday, Sept. 15 for a Clergy Time Apart. Hosted by 



Georgia United Methodist Foundation 
             Georgia United Methodist Foundation News 
               For more information:  GUMF, 770-4496726,  877-220-5663

South Georgia Conference Offices 
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM offices.

P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Northwest District
Steve Patton, District Superintendent

steve@sgaumc.com 
706-561-4541

233 - 12th Street, Suite 816
Columbus, GA 31901  

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00 am.-2:00 pm
_______________________________________________________________

We are cancelling  
our post office box rental  

as of July 1, 2022. 
Please  make a note of our new mailing address:

Northwest District Office
                                                          The United Methodist Church
                                                          233 - 12th Street, Suite #816

                                                        Columbus, GA 31901
                                                                    All our other contact information remains the same 

UMC Bishops Agree To Call Regular Sessions Of Jurisdictional Conferences In 2022
May 31, 2022

In response to Judicial Council decision 1445, the Council of Bishops (COB) has formally set the dates for 
regular sessions of the Jurisdictional Conferences of The United Methodist Church (UMC) to be convened 
November 2-5, 2022.

During a special COB meeting, the bishops approved a motion that the jurisdictional conferences will meet 
for purpose of the election and assignment of new bishops for the limited purpose of effectuating the continuance of 
the episcopacy in The United Methodist Church.

mailto:steve@sgaumc.com













