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R. Lawson Bryan, Resident Bishop                                                                 Steve Patton, District Superintendent                      

 From your District Superintendent . . . 

I don’t know about you, but I like knowing where I am going. Using my 
phone, I can enter an address hundreds of miles away and in seconds I 
will have three possible routes mapped out, including travel time. Some 
apps even monitor road construction and traffic conditions to give you 
the fastest and safest route possible. Unlike printed maps, which are sta-
tic, and in some cases, outdated, technology today gives us a real time 
“eye in the sky” perspective. I like that feeling of knowing where I am 
going and what to expect along the way. 

But life is not lived like a preprogramed travel route. Many times we 
have to go without knowing. In the 11th Chapter of Hebrews, we find a 

“Who’s Who” listing of the great men and women of the Bible. One of 
those heroes of the faith is Abraham, who left his home and travelled west to find the land God had 
promised to show him. I love the way verse 8 tells it: “And he (Abraham) went out, not knowing 
where he was going.” By faith, Abraham, Sarah and their family packed up everything they owned 
and left everything they knew. And as a result, Abraham became the father of a great nation and also 
the father of our faith today. 

At the start of a new year, we may be reminded how uncertain our journey in life can be. A year ago, 
who could have guessed the events of 2020? And here we are again, at the dawn of another new year, 
a year filled with uncertainty. Questions about the virus, unresolved political and social unrest, and 
economic uncertainties persist. As United Methodists, we face uncertainties about the future of our 
denomination. And each of us faces his or her own personal areas of uncertainty, disruption and 
change. We may feel like Abraham: we are going, but not knowing where we are going.  

But through faith in Jesus Christ, and by trusting in His word, there are some things of which you and 
I can be certain. We can be certain that Jesus died to save us from our sins. We can be confident that 
Jesus rose from the grave to free us from the power of sin and death and to give us eternal life. And we 
can know the presence and power of His Holy Spirit in our hearts every day, throughout this New 
Year. We may not know what will happen in 2021, but we are not stumbling in the dark. Jesus is our 
guide. He will be near. And for those who dare to travel by faith, that’s enough to know. 

Steve 
____________________________________________________ 



2021: A look Ahead with Bishop Bryan
By Kara Witherow, Editor
Hope. It’s the message of Christmas and the prom-
ise of a new year. But after a year like 2020, 
where can one find hope? 
As 2021 begins, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan is hope-
ful despite the uncertainties and unknowns. 
He looks to the Bible – Matthew 2, specifically – 
to guide him into 2021. 
The story he turns to often gets overlooked in the transition from Christmas 
to Epiphany, but it helps him remember there is hope, and sometimes just one 

thing needs to change for greater transformation to happen. 
Matthew’s account of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus’ escape to Egypt; of Herod’s edict to kill all the male children; and of 
Herod’s death and Mary, Joseph, and Jesus’ subsequent return to Israel reminds Bishop Bryan that, despite circum-
stances, things have, indeed, changed. 
“I invite us all to live with that story guiding us into the New Year, to remind ourselves not to enter it thinking noth-
ing has changed,” he said. “We may not yet know what has changed, but there has been change.” 
He urged South Georgia United Methodists to receive Joseph’s message themselves and move into the New Year 
with anticipation. 
“Let us draw our attention to that biblical story and have us look for where change is occurring and join it,” he said. 
One thing that has certainly changed is the General Conference session. Originally slated for May 5-15, 2020, it is 
currently scheduled for Aug. 29 - Sept. 7, 2021 in Minneapolis, Minn. 
This extra time, Bishop Bryan said, allows more opportunity for reflection and discussion. 
He also reminded the Conference of all they’ve been through and survived. 
“Since 1736 when John and Charles Wesley landed here in the South Georgia Conference, we have been through a 
lot of things, but here we are by the grace of God,” Bishop Bryan said. “Perhaps we can give ourselves permission to 
have confidence that God is at work in us and through us. And perhaps we can take a truly deep breath based on the 
fact that we have come through so much.” 
The South Georgia Conference will remain the South Georgia Conference, he said, and will be resilient and survive, 
no matter the situation. 
“We did not wilt on the vine. We are strong in Christ. Christ is strengthening us. The world needs to see that. The 
world needs to see a group of people who can have difficult conversations about tough matters and don’t wilt but 
keep their arms around each other,” he said. “That’s us. That’s what it means to be alive together at the table. That’s 
where we need to be.” 
And what, exactly, does being “Alive Together at the Table” mean to Bishop Bryan, especially in the midst of a 
global pandemic? 
“When you come together at the table you are building relationships. That’s what it’s all about,” he said. “One of the 
things I want to think about in 2021 are relationships. That’s what ‘Alive Together at the Table’ means.” 
That’s how Jesus did ministry, Bishop Bryan said. He didn’t use techniques or a process; He brought people together 
and shared life with them. 
“Let’s see 2021 as the year we focus on relationships. Who’s at the table with us? Celebrate them! Who else needs to 
be at the table with us? Invite them! 
”As people are able to receive the COVID-19 vaccination and gather again, churches need to lead the effort, showing 
people how to have healthy relationships with one another and how to gather safely. 
“Churches are the glue that hold communities together,” he said. “Human relationships – that’s my vision for 2021.” 
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Congregational Development

Grants for Hybrid Ministries

On the heels of 2020, how many of you are doing a little of this and a little of that?  

The pandemic has presented an opportunity for innovation, exploration, and experimenta-
tion with new digital platforms running alongside in-person ministry gatherings.  In this 
new landscape of ministry where people are looking for even more digital worship and 
discipleship, how are you responding?  In order to meet people where they are, it’s no 
longer in-person or online, it’s this and that.  These new hybrid ministries leverage two 
powerful platforms for meeting people’s spiritual needs as they work together hand-in-
hand.  

If your church is already engaged in hybrid ministry or has a desire to dip your toe 
into the water and you need some help, funding,or guidance, the South Georgia Confer-
ence wants to partner with you in hybrid ministry.  Apply to be a part of This & That, a 
cohort of pastors and laity ready to innovate and expand both their in-person and digital 
footprint in new ways.  No experience is necessary to apply, just a willingness to think 
creatively. 

Details:  

 • Apply here: https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ThisThat. Applications are 
  due by Jan. 31. 

 • Clergy and Laity from selected churches will participate in a “This &  
  That Think Tank”Feb. 19  & 20 where ideas will be developed in prepa
  ration for grant funding from Congregational Development. 

 • Grant applications for project funding are due by March 1 and will be  
  awarded on  March 5. 

 Questions:  Jay Hanson, jay@thechapelministries.com or  

      Anne Bosarge anne@thechapelministriescom 

________________________________________________________________________________________________


THIS
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THAT
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●2021 Leadership Opportunities: Maximizing Hybrid Worship, Local Church Trainings 
& Grants, Strengths Coaching 
Your South Georgia Conference staff is working hard this new year to bring even more helpful resources to you 
and your local church. Was 2020 a hard year? Yes! Did it provide opportunities for local churches to evaluate 
their local church ministries? Yes! The pandemic has presented an opportunity for innovation, exploration, and 
experimentation - in lots of areas. The following opportunities will help equip and empower pastors, church 
staff, and church leadership to learn and grow together as you respond in new and exciting ways.  

Coming up this month: 

     Both/And Event with Jason Moore about how to maximize hybrid worship experiences for online & in-per-
son worship (webinar on Jan 12) 

    This and That Think Tank & grant opportunity to help your congregation engage in hybrid ministry (apply by 
Jan 31) 

    Video trainings to equip local church leaders in their ministry roles  

    Strengths Coaching (webinar on Jan 28)


 ●Connectional Ministries: Both/And Event - Maximizing Hybrid Worship Experiences for On-
line & In-person Audiences (January 12)
As churches envision new opportunities for both online and in-person ministry, the BOTH/AND webinar is in 
high demand and will be coming exclusively to South Georgia on Tuesday, Jan. 12. This 2-hour live Zoom we-
binar, led by Jason Moore of Midnight Oil Productions, will delve into strategies for creating powerful trans-
formative worship where no one feels like they’re an afterthought for both online and in-person audiences. It 
will explore: 

    Re-imagining worship for both/and 

    How to create interactive both/and experiences 

    Bringing at home and in-person audiences together in real time 

    Alternative opportunities for online audiences watching in-person livestreams 

    Repurposing in-person worship for online audiences 

    Strategies for adapting practices for both/and 

    How to avoid letting your groove become a rut 

    And more! 

Check out this video interview with Jason Moore. The webinar will be January 12 from 10 a.m. - noon with a 
follow-up time with Jason to share ideas on February 18 at 10 a.m. Register now.  

Questions: Contact Allison Lindsey (allison@sgaumc.com). 



●Congregational Development: This and That Think Tank & Grant Opportunity
Hand in hand with the BOTH/AND webinar is the This and That ministry opportunity. If your church is already 
engaged in hybrid ministry or has a desire to dip your toe into the water and you need some help, funding, or 
guidance, the Office of Congregational Ministries wants to partner with you in hybrid ministry.  

Congregations in South Georgia are invited to apply to participate in a This and That Think Tank set for Feb. 
19-20 to begin developing models for effective hybrid ministry in their context. Upon completing the Think 
Tank, churches may submit a grant request for funding for their ministry to Congregational Development. In 
addition to the financial grants, congregations selected will also be given a technical coach who will help them 
successfully implement their ministry plan.  

Questions: Contact Jay Hanson (jay@thechapelministries.com) or Anne Bosarge (anne@thechapelministries.-
com).  
 


●Connectional Ministries: Leadership Training
Also coming online in January will be video trainings to help equip local church leaders in their ministry roles:  

 Safe Sanctuaries 101 | Allison Lindsey, Suzanne Akins & Annie Paulk 

    Meetings That Matter | Anne Smith 

    S.H.A.P.E  | Allison Lindsey & Suzanne Akins 

    Get Out That Box | Unleashing Creativity: Anne Bosarge 

    Team Building | Jay Hanson & Anne Bosarge 

    Asset Based Community Development/Appreciative Inquiry | Allison Lindsey 

    Staff Parish Relations Committee | Bishop Bryan  

    Local Church Lay Leader | Allison Lindsey & Lay Leaders 

    Local Church Finance Committee | Derek McAleer 

    Local Church Trustees | Derek McAleer  

    Ministry Topics for Nurture, Outreach, Witness & Advocacy will be added in February  

Check the conference website, www.sgaumc.org, for the rollout of these resources throughout the month. 

Questions: Contact Allison Lindsey (allison@sgaumc.com) or Suzanne Akins (suzanne@sgaumc.com). 
 


●Ministerial Services: Strengths Coaching
In the local church it’s important to explore and discover what individuals naturally do best and develop these 
strengths to reach their full potential. There are tools to help you do this!  

Dr. Jay Harris is now a certified coach who can help clergy and laity discover their unique combination of 
strengths. Strengths Coaching combines the insights of CliftonStrengths assessment with Appreciative Inquiry. 
Offered in three to six sessions at no cost to participants, Strengths Coaching is a great resource for both indi-
viduals and teams to learn the uniqueness of each member as well as how those combined strengths can work 
effectively together. Click here to learn more or join Jay January 28 at noon for a “Conversation at the Table” 
Zoom webinar to learn about this leadership development opportunity. 

Questions: Contact Jay Harris (jharris@sgaumc.com). 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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2021 Annual Conference dates, 

Post-General Conference gathering announced

The 2021 Annual Conference Session is set for June 6-8 at The Columbus 
Georgia Convention & Trade Center.

The Annual Conference Session program committee met this week to dis-
cuss both the June session and other potential gatherings needed later in 
2021. The 155th session of the South Georgia Annual Conference will meet 
in Columbus, Ga. beginning Sunday evening, June 6 and concluding on 
Tuesday, June 8. In addition to our time together in June, Bishop Lawson 
Bryan, in consultation with the program committee, has set a post-General 

Conference gathering for Saturday, October 9, 2021. The October meeting 
will be held in a conference-central location to be announced at a later date.

The UMC’s General Conference will take place Aug. 29 - Sept. 7, 2021. An October gathering allows time for 
South Georgians to meet prior to the Jurisdictional Conference session which is set for Nov. 10-12, 2021, at 
Lake Junaluska, NC.

“We know our conference will want to gather soon after the conclusion of General Conference to reflect upon 
the outcome and how that will impact South Georgia," Bishop Bryan said. "Our goal is to do all we can to 
equip our laity and clergy with accurate information, provide adequate time for discernment, and allow for in-
formed decisions to be made as needed.”

With the continued uncertainty surrounding the global coronavirus pandemic, the committee also discussed 
the feasibility of an in-person gathering. 

“While our plan is to meet in person in 2021, the program committee is wisely preparing for alternatives 
should an in-person gathering not be possible or recommended,” said Meredyth Earnest, Conference Secre-
tary. “If a virtual Annual Conference is again necessary, we have shown through the 2020 session that our 
conference is able to embrace technology and conduct business efficiently online.”   

In order to help facilitate the planning of the Annual Conference Session and meet deadlines with the conven-
tion center and Valley Hospitality - the group that handles the hotel blocks for our conference - a decision on 
the type of meeting (in-person or virtual) will be reached and communicated by January 25, 2021.

“We find ourselves in a continued state of flux around guidelines surrounding public health and large gather-
ings. Wesley’s first rule is ‘Do No Harm,’ and the program committee will be evaluating all factors to make the 
best decision possible by the deadlines that are set. We want to be fair to all those who are a part of planning 
Annual Conference - the Local Arrangements Committee, the Worship Committee, GNTV Media Ministry, and 
so many more - as well as meet the terms of our contracts with the convention center and Valley Hospitality,” 
Earnest said.  “We all enthusiastically look forward to gathering together in person once more and sharing in 
the joy of fellowship. We appreciate the patience and prayers of the conference members as we make plans 
in these challenging times.”

Bishop Bryan and the program committee realize that one very important aspect of any annual conference 
session can never be replicated in a virtual gathering: being together. 

“It was clear from the 2020 evaluations that we all missed being in the same room, together. Fellowship is an 
important part of our gatherings and something we all highly value as part of our connectedness,” Bishop 
Bryan said. “However, we want to be wise in our decision making and make sure we are able to prepare the 
safest environment for our clergy and laity."

The theme for the 2021 Annual Conference Session, “Alive Together at the Table,” is timely, he said.

“The Lord has prepared the South Georgia table for us, and we want to respond to Christ’s invitation to come 
to the table,” Bishop Bryan said. “There is a place for each of us at the South Georgia table. Our souls are 
nourished and our ministries are empowered when we are Alive Together at the Table.”  




Additional Information

Hotel room blocks: Hotel room blocks will open on January 25, 2021. Valley Hospitality in Columbus has al-
ready secured more than 600 rooms for our event. 

Banquets, Displays & Childcare: Information regarding banquets, displays & childcare will be communicated 
in January.


2020 Conference Journal: The 2020 Journal of the South Georgia Conference will be available this fall. When 
the book is complete, an announcement containing ordering and download information will be sent via email. 
Information will also be available a twww.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal.

Alive Together at the Table: As we spend this year focusing on being Alive Together at the Table leading up to 
Annual Conference 2021, watch the Advocate and the conference website for stories about churches who are 
coming to the table in many different ways. If you and your congregation would like help creating ways to be 
Alive Together at the Table through your ministries, please reach out to Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.-
com. The Connectional Ministries staff will be happy to work with you to provide resources or help design a 
program tailored to your ministry needs.  

Questions: For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Meredyth Earnest at 
meredyth@sgaumc.com. For general inquiries, contact Kelly Roberson at 912-270-6172 or kelly@sgaumc.-
com.

________________________________________________________________________________________________


DISTRICT CARES AND CONCERNS
Our sympathy to Rev. Dennis and Jerita Stalvey (Lee Street UMC, Americus) on the passing away of their 
son, Hal Stalvey, due to complications from a serious fall this past summer.  A graveside funeral service will be 
held on Monday, January 11 , 2021, at 2:00pm at the Greenlawn Cemetery in Waycross, Georgia. The service 
will be live streamed at http://webcast.funeralvue.com/events/viewer/44546.
Our sympathy to Mildred McAfee and family on the passing away of  Rev. Mike A. McAfee (Retired) on 
December 29, 2020.  A service of Celebration was held 4:00 PM Sunday, January 3, 2021 at St. Luke United 
Methodist Church.
Our sympathy to Bishop and Mrs. James King upon the death of Rose's sister, Susan Hayden, of Nashville, 
Tennessee, on January 3, 2021.
Please keep in your prayers Dr. William (Bill) Willis, Jr. (Retired) is in a nursing home in Knoxville, TN and 
has tested positive for Covid.

2021 dates for Lay Ministries (LSM and CLM)
The 2021 dates for Lay Ministries (LSM and CLM) have been posted on the Lay Servant Courses  website  (online 
and in-person): https://www.sgaumc.org/layservanttraining
Certified Lay Ministry Courses (in-person only): https://www.sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining
The time is right for churches to take advantage of these leadership development opportunities!  More than ever we need 
well trained leaders in our local churches! 
Anne Bosarge
Multi-Campus Director, The Chapel Ministries
Associate Director, Office of Congregational Development, South Georgia Conference
www.thechapelministries.com
anne@thechapelministries.com
912-262-1331 (work)
912-270-0474 (cell)
www.brightideasforchurchleaders.com
www.getoutofthatbox.com



_________________________________________________________________________________________

Annual Confirmation Retreat Reimagined 
 The 20th annual Confirmation Retreat may not look 
like it has the last 19 years, but the focus remains the 
same: to complement what a church is or will be do-
ing for each Confirmation class and to bring a sense 
of connectedness to our churches.

Since 2002, the South Georgia Conference has 
sponsored an annual Confirmation Retreat at Epworth 
By The Sea for students in the fifth grade and above. 
This event provides churches of all sizes an opportu-
nity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship. While the gathering of more than 500 
confirmands won’t be happening in person this 
March, the content will be packaged (both digitally 
and tangibly) to be used in creative, useful ways for 
individual church groups.  

Here are a few of the resources offered in the Confirmation Package:
    Live opening session/training for leaders only 
    Mini video courses on topics of grace, United Methodist History, our connectedness, t he journey as a 
    disciple of Christ and more!
    Q&A Zoom sessions with District Superintendents
    Mission Moments spotlighting young people serving in South Georgia
    “How to talk to confirmands about General Conference” digital download
    Spotify playlist of worship/hymns/seasonal songs to match the courses
    Opening and closing videos featuring Bishop Bryan 
    Sample schedule layouts
    T-shirts for each confirmand
Registration will be open January 1-31, 2021 only. Resources will launch February 1, 2021, for the churches 
registered and may be used at any time. The cost is only $10 per person and includes all packaged digital con-
tent and a t-shirt. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Crossroads UMC To Serve As Conference’s Disaster Storehouse 
 “UMCOR has been supporting disasters all over this year, from the fires out West to the hurricanes in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama,” Morales said. “These kits provide care for the most vulnerable after an incident. These kits 
provide those who are affected – the survivors – with something to get started.” 
While hurricane season officially ends Nov. 30, relief supplies would be available for the UMCOR network in  addition to 
being staged in South Georgia in the event of a catastrophic event.  
 “We know from experience that tornados and inclement weather don’t have a season and the need for these sup-
plies can develop at any time, said Allison Lindsey, director of Connectional Ministries and a General Board of Global 
Ministries board member. 
 Cleaning buckets, hygiene kits, and school kits can be dropped off during the hours of 9 a.m. and noon, Monday 
through Thursday. Prior to delivery, contact Crossroads UMC at (478) 987-3721 to coordinate. Morales 
(morhilll@gmail.com) also asks that he be notified 
so he can keep a log of the kits.  
 Funds should not be included with the kits, but sent directly to the Administrative Services Office, PO Box 7227; 
Macon, GA 31209 and noted for UMCOR Material Resources. 
For supply lists and detailed instructions on how to make cleaning buckets, hygiene kits, and school kits, visit www.s-
gaumc.org/relief-supply-collection. 
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2020-2021Sexual Ethics Workshops for Clergy 
Due to Covid-19 and the limitations on large group gatherings, the 2020-2021 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held  
virtually.For more details:  https://www.sgaumc.org/sexualethicsworkshops 
According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any 
person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers).  
Cost for the workshop is $35. 
For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. 
February 2021 New Virtual Format.   
To register for the February workshop:  https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopFebruary2021 
April 2021 New Virtual Format.   
To register for the April workswhop:  https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril2021 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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South Georgia Conference Offices 
The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Services and OCM offices.

3040 Riverside Drive
Suite A 2

Macon, GA 31210
Mailing Address

P.O.Box 7227
Macon, GA 31209-7227
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The Northwest District
Steve Patton, District Superintendent

steve@sgaumc.com 
706-561-4541

233 - 12th Street
Suite 816

Columbus, GA 31901
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