
OUR CHURCH STAFF
Epworth’s members are our ministers.  
The professional staff who assist us are:

Children’s Director ...............Whitney Weyeneth
Choir Director ................................ Mandi Kelley
Church Administrator ....................Susan Snider
Custodians ......Martha Conklin & Barbie Webb
Media Tech ............................... Tristan Campbell
Music Director ......................................... Bob Lee
Nursery Worker ........................Martha Conklin
Pastor ......................... Rev. Earnestine Campbell

Epworth connects and equips all kinds of people 
to SEEK, SERVE, and SHARE Christ.

December 5, 2021

PASTORAL COUNSELING
Our church partners with The Pastoral Institute 
to offer counseling for individuals and families 
at deep discounts. Call the church for more 
information or call the Pastoral Institute at 
706‑649‑6500 to schedule a telehealth or in‑
person appointment. PI is located at 2022 15th 
Ave., Columbus, GA.

2021 FLOWER CALENDAR
Sign up to purchase flowers for a worship 
service in honor or memory of loved ones. For 
available dates, see the calendar attached to the 
office window or call or email the church office. 
Arrangements are $50 each and are tax deductible.

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciplesThe mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Greetings, Epworth family and friends!

WORSHIP
Hope and Waiting in Anticipation this Advent Season... Our Scripture Lesson came from 
Jeremiah 33:14-16. Sermon title, “When Expecting.” Jeremiah, a beloved prophet to me – his life 
and ministry resonate with those difficulties and uncertain times we all face in moments of life and 
ministry. He faced many hardships during his 40‑year ministry to the two‑divided Kingdom – Israel 
and Judah. Proclaiming the Word of the Lord to the people, to change their idolatrous ways and 
pagan practices of worshiping false gods. In other words, he preached to cease and repent from their 
sins of commission and omission and forecasted their impending captivity and exile to Babylon. 
These types of messages are not easy to preach. Hence, he is known as the “weeping prophet.”

However, the Scripture lesson turns to hope, expecting, and waiting for our Lord and Savior Jesus’ 
birth. When expecting a newborn baby, we are excited and hopeful for good things in the child’s life 
and the joy that she or he will bring to us. Jesus is the newborn baby in the text, called the “righteous 
Branch sprout from David’s line,” (v. 15) but most importantly, the Son of God. He is our hope and joy 
during the good and the bad seasons of life and ministry. What are you hoping for during this Advent 
season while actively waiting in faith for his birth and second coming? I believe that if we put God 
first in all we do, our lives will be better, and hope will arise and thrive. It doesn’t mean that we don’t 
have difficulties, including sorrow. It means that we can get better – actively seeking through our faith 
to get better, including help from those professionally trained. This season can be especially difficult 
for some of us. 

RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE
In the Spirit of Hope during this COVID-19 pandemic season and other challenges we face, 
don’t let it stop us from worshiping together. We miss you in worship and online. If you are not 
attending in person, count it not robbery of your time and presence to join online at 10:30 am. 
Let us worship the true and living God and not other things or people like so much of the texts 
teach us in Jeremiah’s message. If you missed the service or want to see it again, go to Epworth’s 
Website or our Facebook page. 

Shalom and HOPE to see you Sunday!
Rev. Earnie

COMING UP...
Sunday, December 5
    9:00 a.m.  Sunday School In‑person Only          
  10:30 a.m.  Worship In‑person & Livestream
    5:00 p.m.  AA Group Meeting 
Monday, December 6
  11:30 a.m.  New Life UMW Christmas Luncheon
Tuesday, December 7
  10:30 a.m.  HIS UMW Group Meeting
    6:30 p.m.  AA Group Meeting
Wednesday, December 8
   12 noon  Bible Study
Thursday, December 9
  10:00 a.m.  Ruby Ladies Meeting
     12 noon  Prayer Team Meeting
    6:00 p.m.  Support Group Meeting
Sunday, December 12
Love Light Sunday
    9:00 a.m.  Sunday School In‑person Only          
  10:30 a.m.  Worship In‑person & Livestream
    5:00 p.m.  AA Group Meeting 

CONTACT US
2400 Devonshire Drive
Columbus, GA 31904

Church Office (706) 322‑6973
Pastor’s Cell (706) 992‑9147

www.epworthumc.com

staff’s first name@epworthumc.com
(example: earnestine@epworthumc.com)

Facebook ‑ EpworthUMC.com
Instagram ‑ EpworthUMC.com
Twitter ‑ @EpworthColumbus

CONTACTING YOU
Most of the church’s communication is 
through e‑mail and texting. We send two 
e‑mails each week—a newsletter on Monday, 
an email reminder of Sunday worship and 
texts during the week. We also use e‑mail to 
send important meeting reminders and other 
information. Help us contact you by ensuring 
the church office has your current e‑mail 
address.



Children’s Christmas Pageant ‑  If your 
child(ren) would like to participate, contact 
Whitney Weyeneth, whitney@epworthumc.
com or Ann Flynn, nateye@aol.com. This year’s 
pageant will be held on Christmas Eve at 4 p.m.

AmazonSmile ‑ When you shop for Christmas 
gifts, don’t forget to select Epworth United 
Methodist Church of Columbus as your charity. 
It’s no cost to you!

New Life UMW Group Christmas Luncheon ‑ 
Monday, December 6, 11:30 a.m., at Michele 
Lancaster’s home, 7293 Westport Loop, 
Midland. 

HIS UMW Group Meeting ‑ Tuesday, 
December 7 at 10:30 a.m., in the Questors 
classroom. 

Wednesday Bible Study ‑ Join us for Bible 
study with the Prayer & Listening LifeGuide 
Bible Studies on Wednesdays at 12 noon, in the 
Questors classroom. 

Prayer Team Meeting ‑ Each Thursday at 
12 noon. Contact Margaret Gosden to share 
your prayer request. All requests are kept 
confidential unless sharing is stated.

The Grief and Caregiver Support Ministry - 
Thursdays at 6 p.m., in the Questors classroom. 
For more info, contact Vonna Franks or see the 
flyer from the Information Center rack.

Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting ‑ Monday, 
December 13 at 10 a.m., in the Seekers 
classroom.

Christmas Music Service ‑ Sunday, 
December 26 at 10:30 a.m. Join us for a festive 
worship experience!

November - December Mission - Helping 
Our Neighbors at Christmas Offering. You can 
participate by purchasing Love Lights and by 
sending Christmas cards through the Christmas 
post office. See the form in this week’s online 
bulletin or in the welcome center to purchase 
Love Lights. Mark your offering envelope with 
“Love Lights.” This year’s tree is decorated 
outside under the porte cochere as we share the 
light of Christ in the community. 

Christmas Post Office ‑ is open in the foyer, 
to mail your Christmas cards to your fellow 
members for 25¢ each. 

Love Light Sunday – We will celebrate Love 
Light Sunday, December 12, in our worship 
service. See above to participate.

Poinsettias for Christmas ‑ To purchase a red 
poinsettia for $15 each in memory or honor of 
a loved one, see the sign‑up sheet in the church 
office window. The plants will be placed in the 
sanctuary through Christmas Eve. You are 
encouraged to pick up your poinsettias after 
one of the services. Deadline to order is Sunday, 
December 5. Quantities limited.

Sock/Glove/Hat Drive ‑ The HIS UMW group 
is sponsoring a drive to collect men’s, women’s 
and children’s socks, mittens/gloves and hats/
toboggans for Open Door Community House 
for distribution to the needy. Place your items 
in the container in the foyer. Donations need to 
be received by Sunday, December 12.

Liturgical Dance ‑ Calling anyone ages 12‑18, 
interested in being a part of Epworth’s Liturgical 
Dance team! Please contact Whitney Weyeneth 
to sign up at whitney@epworthumc.com. 

STAY CONNECTED
Holistically Giving, Living for God ‑ The 
Finance Committee will begin their work on 
Epworth’s 2022 budget soon and needs your 
help. If you plan to make a pledge to the general 
budget for 2022, please return your pledge card 
to the church office. If you need a pledge card, 
they are located in the Information Rack in the 
foyer, on the offering table in the Fellowship 
Hall or contact the church office and we will be 
happy to mail one to you. 

Helping Hands MinistryHelping Hands Ministry ‑  ‑ Do you need help 
with little things around the house or do you 
need a ride? Are you able to help with this 
ministry? Do you have a skill you can share 
with someone in need? Pick up a 2‑sided form 
from the Information rack or the offering table 
in the Fellowship Hall. Return the form to 
Debra Johnson or Bobby Smith. 

In-Person & Livestreaming Worship ‑ Join 
us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. for a social 
distancing, mask wearing, blended service. 
Options for worshiping by livestream are: 
epworthumc.freeonlinechurch.com/live,  
facebook.com/epworthcolumbus or youtube.
com/channel/UCZJhDYHDeeE‑dnv5a5nQKjA 
as close to 10:30 a.m. as possible. 

Ways To Serve ‑ Serve God in worship and 
ministry, aluminum can collecting, purchase 
of Epworth cookbooks, volunteer with 
Feeding Our Neighbors at Rose Hill group, 
participate in the monthly Mission Focus (a 
different organization each month), donate 
to the Showering Program for Open Door 
Community House, join the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry making shawls, reach out to our 
homebound and nursing home folks, usher, just 
to name a few. Direct questions to Bobby Smith 
or the church office. Let us help you connect!

THOSE WHO SERVE 
December 5, 2021

Usher: Walter Champagne
Financial Secretary: Suzy Revell

OUR STEWARDSHIP
November 28, 2021

Tithes & Offerings: $4,665.00
Received To Date:  $241,978.62
Needed To Date:  $258,101.28
Attendance:
Sunday School 29
In‑person 56
Online Viewers             29
Total 85

THANK YOU
Thank you for the cards, calls, food, prayers and 
concern after my surgery. Thankfully, Buddy 
Dunn

WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBER
We are so glad to welcome our newest Epworth 
staff member, Mandi Kelley, as the  Choir 
Director. Mandi’s talent and love of God will 
enhance our Worship Service.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:00 AM
The Children’s Classes 
K‑4 ‑ 5th Grade
Teacher:  Whitney Weyeneth
The Nathan Patterson/Wesley Class 
Study:  Joshua 11 
Teacher:  Bobby Smith
The New Connections Class 
Study:  Intimacy      
Teacher:  Debra Johnson   
The Seekers Class 
Study:  The Wired Word 
Teacher:  Lillian Wooldridge

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES



EPWORTH PRAYER LIST
Church Family
Fred & Emilie Carswell Bettie Davis  Annette Taff   Becky Britton
Ron & Betty Sawyer   Vanessa Desoto Thrower Family Barbara & Bill Stubbs 
Kernodle Family  Daniel Family   Barbara Watson Jeanne Guilbeault 
Susan Stark   Ann Smith  Mildred Rodgers Lillie Pope  
Joe Flynn   Carolyn Gambill Jan Shackelford Jack Phillips  
Buddy & Susan Dunn  Campbell Family Lias Family   Janis Day  

Extended Church Family 
Steve & Carol Guilbeault  Michael Taff  Noland Barefield Mark Oliver   
Dotty Baker   Kane Family   Patricia Waldo  Robbins Family
Kuester Family  Dora Spires  Willie Ryles  Judy Patterson   
Cassie Prochaska  Billy Hill  Kim Jordan  Grier Family
Carol Hall    Bruce Chapman Charles Holmes Marilyn Buck  
Danny Chidester  Beth Goodwin  McDaniel Family Stephanie Bryan 
Adams Family   Hattie Campbell Robin Grantham Dana Thurston
Ralph & Sandy McGough  Diane Wiggins Cristina Mattocks David Garner
James & Sue Flowers        

Independent/Assisted Living/Nursing Home   
Covenant Woods ‑ Helen Pharris   The Green House at Calvary ‑ Judy Frantz 
Kings Bridge (Atlanta, GA) ‑ Blount King  The Lodge (Bessemer, AL) ‑ Lorene Carlisle 
Oaks @ Grove Park ‑ Linda Coleman   Wesley Glen (Byron, GA) ‑ Nancy Hiller
River Place ‑ Anne Wilson   
  

Please continue to pray for our homebound people. They would love a call or text!

If the prayer list needs to be updated,  please call, email, or leave a
note with updates at the church office.  Thank you for your help!

Love Lights for Loved OnesLove Lights for Loved Ones
On December 12, we will celebrate Love Light Sunday in our worship service. 
On that day, we will remember and honor our loved ones. 
For a $5 donation, your loved one will be honored in the 
December 12 bulletin. You may list a couple, such as a set 
of parents. Complete the form below to purchase a Love 
Light. Submit it, along with a $5 gift for each name to 
be listed, in the offering plate or deliver them to the 
church office by Wednesday, December 8. 
Love Light contributions this year are being combined 
with a Christmas Offering to serve our neighbors in 
the month of December. 
Our Missions Committee has selected three of our partners in ministry to receive 
our offering this year:

Open Door Community House - started out of the Hamp Stevens Methodist 
church in 1935, still serving children and women with great love.

Brown Bag of Columbus - provides groceries to low-income elderly  
individuals in Columbus and Phenix City.

Wynnton Neighborhood Network - provides emergency food and utilities 
assistance to our neighbors in need within the local community.

Name of Giver:___________________________________________________________

In Memory of:____________________________________________________________

In Memory of:____________________________________________________________

In Memory of:____________________________________________________________

In Honor of:______________________________________________________________

In Honor of:______________________________________________________________

In Honor of:______________________________________________________________



ORDER OF WORSHIP
December 5, 2021 • 10:30 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
*Please stand as you are able.

PRELUDE Bob Lee, Music Director

ENTER THE LIGHT OF CHRIST Acolytes, Joshua Weyeneth, Micah Weyeneth

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER   Rev. Earnie Campbell, Pastor

*PRAISE SONG “Come, Thou Long‑Expected Jesus” UMH No. 196  
James Johnson, Song Leader

ADVENT MOMENT Malachi 3:1‑4 & Luke 3:1‑6 James & Debra Johnson
Reader One: For many of us, the call to head home is one of joy and of hope. We can’t wait to 
reconnect with family, with history and tradition, with a wonderful time of freedom and loving 
support. We can’t wait to go home.

Reader Two: There are those who fear going home, however, and there are times when going 
home brings back memories that are not so good, not so healing. We are reminded of when we 
didn’t fit in, when we didn’t measure up, when we weren’t loved like we needed to be loved. Home 
can be a difficult place for some.

Reader One: The prophet Malachi tells us that even when we are in the hottest of fires, there is a 
presence who can make us better, who can refine and purify. John the Baptist tells us that the road 
home is always under construction, mountains leveled, and valleys filled in, to make smooth the 
path that leads us to our true destination, where we can live in peace and unity with all.

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope and the candle of peace, as a sign of our 
assurance that though the road is hard, we believe it is worth the journey. It is time to go 
home. Light two candles of the Advent wreath.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Whitney Weyeneth, Children’s Minister

CONGREGATIONAL MUSIC      “Angels from the Realm of Glory” UMH No. 220

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor
After the worship service, please place your offering in the collection plates on the table at the back doors. For 

our Online Worshippers, you can give as part of your worship by going to epworthumc.com and select “donate.”
Place your Communion Offering in the basket near the Fellowship Hall doors.

SHARING OF CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS Pastor
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER Pastor & Congregation
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*SCRIPTURE LESSON Malachi 3:1‑4  Isaac Weyeneth
Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC “How He Loves “ Mandi Kelley, Choir Director
CCLI License # 2967303, Daywind, Inc.

SERMON Sermon Title: “When the Tables Turn” Pastor

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  Pastor
You can become a member of Epworth by either professing your Christian faith for the first time 

or by transferring your existing membership from another Christian church.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION Pastor & Congregation (see screen)
Invitation
Confession and Pardon
*The Great Thanksgiving UMH No. 15
*The Lord’s Prayer
*The Giving of the Bread and Cup
*The Prayer After the Communion

*CLOSING SONG “Let It Rise ” (see screen) Mandi Kelley
CCLI License # 2967303, Daywind, Inc.

LIGHT OF CHRIST BROUGHT OUT INTO THE WORLD Acolytes

*BENEDICTION Pastor

*POSTLUDE/OFFERING  Bob Lee
______________________________________________________________________________


