COMING UP...

OCTOBER 18 - OCTOBER 25

Sunday, October 18

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

In-person & Online & Children's Church
Rising 3rd Grader Presentation

Monday, October 19
11:30 a.m. Monday Ministry Zumba

Wednesday, October 21
No Bible Study classes this week

Thursday, October 22
Noon Prayer Team

Saturday, October 24
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Fall Festival

Sunday, October 25

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

In-person & Online & Children's Church
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- In observance of Pastor Appreciation Sunday, last week, the sanctuary

CONTACT US
2400 Devonshire Drive
Columbus, GA 31904

Church Office (706) 322-6973
Pastor’s Cell (706) 992-9147
www.epworthumc.com

toni@epworthumc.com
(example: earnestine@epworthumc.com)

Facebook - https:www.facebook.com/epworthcolumbus
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/
epworthumchurchepworthumccolumbus1430

CONTACTING YOU

Most of the church’s communication is
through e-mail. We send three e-mails each
week—a newsletter on Monday, an email from
the pastor and an email reminder of Sunday
worship. We also use e-mail to send important
meeting reminders and other information.
Help us contact you by ensuring the church
office has your current e-mail address.

OUR CHURCH STAFF

Epworth’s members are our ministers.
The professional staff who assist us are:

Administrator Assistant..........c..ccceeeeee. Toni Thomas
Children’s Ministry Director........... Jas'Min Vontoure
Children’s Ministry Assistant ....... Whitney Mennifee
Custodians.........ccoeeeuveviciiciiinicnnnas Martha Conklin

Barbie Webb
Media Tech ....oooeveeeirnincncccnieeee Tristan Campbell
MUsSiC DIrector.....c.oucueceeereecerecerecreineeceneenene Bob Lee
Nursery Worker .........ccccccuviciviccivennee Martha Conklin
Pastor ....cccoveeeeneeeenecenecnnn. Rev. Earnestine Campbell
Praise & Worship Director........... ....... Mandi Battle

flowers were given to the Glory of God and in honor of our beloved
Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell by the Epworth UMC family.

October 18,2026

{epworth

united methodist church

CHOSEN
ALWAYS GIVE THANKS
TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
FOCUS TEXT: I THESSALONIANS 1:1-10

During a time of year when many churches are focused on giving, we turn for the next three weeks toward
thanksgiving. Too early? Are you wondering if this series is better suited for November instead of October?
Maybe so. But the lectionary invites us to start our thanksgiving early. Before the turkey and pumpkin pie
and even before the trick-or-treaters come to our doors, we have the opening salutation of Paul’s first letter
to the Thessalonians: “We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, con-
stantly...” (verse 2).

You know that warm feeling you have inside when a friend of a friend meets you, and says, “I have heard
so many good things about you!”? I have to imagine that’s how the Thessalonians felt when they received
this letter. Before Paul begins discussing their chosen-ness, he claims them. He remembers them with
thanksgiving. He prays for them and feels connected to them despite their being apart. I wonder, what
relationships in your congregation feel like this? What neighborhood partnerships produce this feeling
of gratitude? What connections are you giving thanks for right here and now? How can you express this
thanksgiving in worship?

To emphasize the theme of thanksgiving, consider whether you want to use a hymn of thanksgiving or
gratitude as a thread woven throughout the three weeks of this series. Some traditional options include
“Now Thank We All Our God” (United Methodist Hymnal 102), “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”
(United Methodist Hymnal 694), and “For the Beauty of the Earth (United Methodist Hymnal 92). These
well-known hymns offer opportunities to hear the familiar in new ways—whether by changing the tune
or using a verse as a prayer response—while also leaning into a heart song in your community. You might
also consider a newer song that is less familiar to your congregation, such as “Praise God for This Holy
Ground” (Worship & Song 3009) or “All My Days” (Worship & Song 3011). Vary how you use the hymn
from week to week, and by the end of three weeks, it may become a new favorite!

If you do happen to be in a season focused on stewardship, remember: thanksgiving and generosity go
hand in hand. In one of his final articles as Director of Stewardship and Generosity, Rev. Ken Sloane notes
the power of saying thank you. Thanksgiving and joy are at the root of true generosity. We don't tell people
to be thankful as a transaction to receive their gifts. We start with thankfulness, because we have all been
richly blessed by our Creator and our community, a community that chooses to follow God because we
have been chosen and sustained by God. In times when stewardship campaigns can feel like an exercise in
noticing all that we do not have, let thanksgiving turn you and your congregation toward the abundance
of what God has already provided and trust that God will guide, provide, and equip you to live, work, and
rest as the body of Christ planted just where you are for a time such as this.

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/always-give-thanks/week-1-twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-a

We hope to see you in church on Sunday and you are welcome to invite someone to come with you.

In Christ, e
6}%4(54 Sarnie (5

Epworth connects and equips all kinds of people

to SEEK, SERVE, and SHARE Christ.



SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:00 AM

The Nathan Patterson Class
Study: Proverbs 7-8
Teacher: Bobby Smith

The New Connections Class
Study: The Seasons of God by Richard Blackaby
Teacher: Glenn Griffin

The Seekers Class
Study: Wired Word
Teacher: Donny Davis

THOSE WHO SERVE
October 18, 2026

Ushers: Becky Britton & Diona Bronson
Financial Secretary: Patricia Bronson
Acolytes: Children/Youth Ministry/Ushers

OUR STEWARDSHIP
October 11, 2026

Tithes & Offerings: $4,800.00
Received To Date: $150,834.63
Needed To Date: $164,882.08
Attendance:

Sunday School 12
In-person Sunday Worship 47
Online Viewers 104
Total 151

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

1 Debra Johnson 21 Bob Lee
Darlene Shirley 23 Ann Smith
4 Leslie Morris 26 Steve Sawyer

5 Blaire Willis 27 Conover Swofford
11 Deborah Cooper 30 Julie Friend
12 Alexzandra Mobayyeni Gordon
14 Kristii Daniel
17 Cora Buchanan
19 Ginny Dozier
Brittni George
Scott Stokes

STAY CONNECTED

In-Person & Livestreaming Worship -
Join us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Options
for worshiping by livestream are: Put the
name epworthumc first: facebook.com/
epworthcolumbus or youtube.com/channel/
UCZJhDYHDeeE-dnv5a5nQKjA as close to
10:30 a.m. as possible or as close to the time of
other livestream services.

BIBLE STUDIES

Join us on 1st, 3rd, & 5th Wednesdays for Bible
Study at 1:15 p.m. and on 2nd & 4th Wednesdays
at noon.

6:30 p.m. EPEC Bible study classes will still take
place every Wednesday. = .
We are stu,dxllr.lg from the book "Revelation (Life
Changeg. isit the church office to purchasé
o $15, or include it in your oftertory
envelope. Be sure to mark Bible'study book on
the envelope.

ANOTE OF THANK YOU FROM THE
PASTOR

Sincere appreciation to the SPRC Committee, UMM,
and the entire congregation for your kindness during
Pastor Appreciation. I am very grateful for the two
beautiful flower presentations, one placed on the
altar and the other displayed in my office, special
appreciation banner, the designated parking space,
and the many expressions of appreciation I received.
It is a privilege to serve as your pastor. I truly value
your support, your dedication, and the opportunity
to serve side-by-side with you as co-laborers in
Christ 1 Cor 3:9. Thank you for your generosity and
acknowledgment. - Pastor Earnie

EPWORTH UMC RISING 3RD GRADER

Today, we joyfully celebrate a major faith milestone as

rising 3rd grader Zuri M. Mennifee receives a prayer
shawl from the Prayer Shawl Ministry Group and her
very own Bible from the congregation! May God's
Word be a lamp to her feet and a light to her path.
Amen!

UPCOMING EVENTS
& OPPORTUNITIES

ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL

Kick off the Fall Season with Loads of Fall Fun! Our
Annual Fall Festival will be on Saturday, October 24,
from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. We'll have fun, food, and
Trunk or Treating! Volunteers are needed. Inflatables,
games, face painting, popcorn/cotton candy and more!
Further information upcoming. Contact person is
Jas'Min Vontoure.

MISSIONS & UPCOMING
EVENTS

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER MISSION

October/November Mission Opportunity
- Our October/November Mission is the
Thanksgiving-themed dinner grocery bag for
Wynnton Neighborhood Network. This family-
oriented mission gift will provide an entire
Thanksgiving meal (minus the turkey) for a food-
insecure family. Each paper bag contains a list of
needed items, as well as a coloring page. The bags
are available in the Welcome Center and need to
be returned no later than Sunday, November 15!
Monetary donations are also appreciated. Mark your
pew envelopes "Thanksgiving". Thank you for your
support of this worthy cause!

FALL FESTIVAL
CANDY DONATIONS NEEDED

Your help is needed to provide families with loads of
Fall Fun at our Annual Festival! Candy donations are
needed and a green donation bin is in the Welcome
Center for your convenience. Monetary donations are
also welcome. Please mark your pew envelopes "Fall
Festival".

GRIEF/CAREGIVER MEETING

Grief/Caregiver Support Meeting - Our next Support
Meeting is Tuesday, October 27, at 1:00 p.m. All
Epworth members are invited and encouraged
to invite friends to come out for support and
encouragement.

For more information, contact Martha Conklin at
706-329-0629 or
Vonna Franks at 423-902-6134.

CHILDREN & YOUTH FUNDRAISER

Support the Epworth UMC Children's Ministry by
purchasing a raffle ticket for just $5! Prizes are as
follows: The 1st and 2nd prizes will each be a $30

gift card and an EUMC tumbler; the 3rd prize will
be a $30 gift card a $30 voucher toward a custom
hand-painted banner from Hand Painted Banners

by Jas'Min. Tickets are available from any Children's

Ministry child or volunteer through 12:30 p.m. on

Saturday, October 24; winners will ve announced at

1:00 p.m. and do not have to be present.

FELLOWSHIP HALL
& CLASSROOMS RESERVED

-QUESTORS CLASSROOM RESERVED
Tuesday, October 27, 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

- FELLOWSHIP HALL RESERVED DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME CHANGE

Tuesday, November 17, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Fall Back: Sunday, November 1, 2026, at 2:00 a.m. local
time (clocks move back 1 hour to 1:00 a.m.) Set your
clocks back one hour before going to bed on Saturday

night, October 31, 2026.

-CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WING RESERVED
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

T-SHIRT SUNDAYS

Each last Sunday of the month, you are invited
to wear a spiritual T-shirt, your favorite
team's T-shirt, etc. — a T-shirt that brings you
joy in the Lord! Our next T-shirt Sunday is
October 25.




EPWORTH PRAYER LIST

Church Family

Regina Bridges

Lloyd Britton Cheryl Jandreau
Rebecca Britton Natalie Kernodle
Deborah Cooper Bob Lee

Buddy Dunn Linda Lee

Susan Dunn Mildred Rodgers
John Grandon Ann Smith
Jeanne Guilbeault Susan Stark
Mary Lee Crews & Family

James and Donna Faircloth & Family
Frank Karastury & Family
Earl & Melonie Phillips & Family

Family of Harold Morris

Extended Church Family

Patricia Waldo Steve Guilbeault
Dora Spires Willie Ryles

Billy Hill Kim Jordan
Carol Hall Charles Holmes
Beth Goodwin McDaniel Family
Hattie Campbell Robin Grantham
Cristina Mattocks David Garner
Ann Mitchell Patricia Jefferson
James & Sue Flowers Robert Wagers
Maggie Smith Hazel Dullin
Roger Buterbaugh Diane Propst
George Bowen Martha Bone
Tammy White Sam Wilson
Bertha Robinson Nona Robinson

Annette Taff
Michael Taff

Sue Vining
Marjean Waters
Lillian Wooldridge

Ron Sawyer & Family
Ann Smith & Family

Barre' and Steve Whittington & Family

Family of Myra Tucker

Robbins Family
Judy Patterson
Grier Family
Marilyn Buck
Stephanie Bryan
Dana Thurston
Kathy McClintock
Susan Land

Sarah Browder

Kuester Family

Cassie Prochaska

Bruce Chapman

Danny Chidester
Adams Family

Diane Wiggins
Amanda Kinsman Vines
Aundre Smith

Mary Kennedy

Family of Neil Gergun Janna Family
Ralph & Sandy McGough
Danny Snider & Family Davis/Osborne Family

Michelle Slappy
Rev. Tim Paulk

Independent/Assisted Living/Nursing Home

Oaks @ Maple Ridge - Helen Pharris

Kings Bridge (Atlanta, GA) - Blount King

River Place - Anne Wilson
Oaks @ Grove Park - Ron Sawyer

Linda Walker

The Lodge (Bessemer, AL) - Lorene Carlisle
Wesley Glen (Byron, GA) - Nancy Hiller

Please continue to pray for our homebound people. They would love a call or text!
If the prayer list needs to be updated, please call, email, or leave a
note with updates at the church office. Thank you for your help!

Tree of Life Memorial
for Epworth UMC and Hamp Stevens UMC

Given by The Friendship Class in memory of Jean F. Morris
whose generosity and caring spirit made this world a better place.

You may remember a family member or friend, now deceased, on the lasting
Tree of Life Memorial that graces the entrance of our Sanctuary. Consider
commemorating their life with a leaf placed on this handcrafted piece of art.

Memorials can be made for members of the Epworth United Methodist or Hamp
Stevens United Methodist churches. Initiated by the Friendship Sunday School to
honor Jean’s life, it is carried forward by Epworth’s Board of Trustees.

Complete the section below and return it with your gift made out to Epworth
UMC. With limited space, we will only be able to include names on the leaf-no
other messages. The minimum donation for an engraved leaf is $50.

Name of Donor:
Address:
Phone Number:

Email Address:
Donation Amount:

Names to be Engraved: 5 rows of up to approximately 12 characters on each row

SAMPLE ~ Sebastian
Williamson

Jim & Jean

Williamson
& Family




ORDER OF WORSHIP

October 18, 2026 « 10:30 a.m.
Twenty first Sunday after Pentecost

The * Denotes to please stand if able.

PRELUDE Bob Lee, Music Director

ENTER THE LIGHT OF CHRIST Children/Youth Ministry

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER Worship Leader

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles' Creed UMH No. 881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

UMH 347 vv. 1 & 2
Led by Susan Dunn, Song Leader

*PRAISE SONG "Spirit Song"

OFFERTORY APPEAL/PRAYER Worship Leader

During the offering, please place your offering in the collection plates as they are passed or text the word "GIVE" to
(706) 655-6768. For our Online Worshippers, text or go to epworthumc.com and select “Donate.”
On Communion Sunday, please place your Communion Offering in the basket near the altar.

RESPONSE Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SHARING OF CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell, Pastor

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

*SCRIPTURE 1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10 DeKara Berry
Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
SPECIAL MUSIC "What a Beautiful Name" Mandi Battle
Praise & Worship Director
CCLI # 2967303, Song #7068424
SERMON "The Christian Card Carrier" Pastor
*INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP Pastor

You can become a member of Epworth by either professing your Christian faith for the first time or by
transferring your existing membership from another Christian church.

*CLOSING SONG "Surely the Presence of the Lord" UMH 328

Praise & Worship Director
*LIGHT OF CHRIST BROUGHT OUT INTO THE WORLD Acolytes
*BENEDICTION Pastor

*POSTLUDE Music Director

COFFEE BAR ON SUNDAYS

Coffee Bar in the Welcome Center:

Enjoy coffee and refreshments for the Sunday School and Worship Service hours every Sunday.

~Donations are appreciated.



