
OUR CHURCH STAFF
Epworth’s members are our ministers.  
The professional staff who assist us are:

Administrator Assistant..........................Toni Thomas
Children’s Ministry Director........... .Jas'min Vontoure
Children’s Ministry Assistant........Whitney Mennifee
Custodians............................................Martha Conklin

Barbie Webb
Media Tech.........................................Tristan Campbell
Music Director...................................................Bob Lee
Nursery Worker..................................Martha Conklin
Pastor................................... Rev. Earnestine Campbell
Praise & Worship Director..................... Mandi Battle

COMING UP...
APRIL 26 - MAY 03

Sunday, April 26
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School       
10:30 a.m. Worship In-person &
Online & Children's Church
Trustees' 2nd Quarterly Meeting immediately 
after worship service

Monday, April  27
11:30 a.m. Monday Ministry Zumba

Tuesday, April 28
1:00 p.m. Grief/Caregiver Support Meeting
3:30 p.m. Rose Hill Casserole Mission

Wednesday, April 29
Noon Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Zoom (EPEC) Bible Study

Thursday, April 30
Noon Prayer Team

Sunday, May 03
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School       
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
In-person & Online & Children's Church
Holy Communion

CONTACT US
2400 Devonshire Drive
Columbus, GA 31904

Church Office (706) 322-6973
Pastor’s Cell (706) 992-9147

www.epworthumc.com

toni@epworthumc.com
(example: earnestine@epworthumc.com)

Facebook - EpworthUMC.com
Instagram - EpworthUMC.com

Youtube - epworthumccolumbus1430

CONTACTING YOU
Most of the church’s communication is 
through e-mail. We send three e-mails each 
week—a newsletter on Monday, an email from 
the pastor and an email reminder of Sunday 
worship. We also use e-mail to send important 
meeting reminders and other information. 
Help us contact you by ensuring the church 
office has your current e-mail address.

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

September 07, 2025
September 07, 2025
September 07, 2025
September 07, 2025

“GOD WILL BLESS YOUR CRISIS,” PART II
JOHN 20:19-31

3rd sunday of easter 

Our Sermon on Sunday was “God Will Bless Your Crisis,” Part II, and the Scripture was John 20:19-31. After 
Easter morning, the disciples are locked away in fear. The risen Jesus steps into their locked room, bestow-
ing peace, joy, and the Holy Spirit and commissioning them—no barrier can keep Him out. Part II of the 
sermon focused on the breath of the Holy Spirit and on Thomas, reminding us that it is the Holy Spirit who 
enables us to do all things in Christ and then on Thomas—that doubt is not a dead end but a doorway to 
deeper faith.

Point 2: Creation and Commission: The Divine Breath

Genesis tells us that God formed Adam from the earth and breathed life into him (Genesis 2:7). The action 
is profound: God shapes man from the dust and breathes into him, transforming him into a living soul. This 
is more than physical life; it’s spiritual vitality—God’s own Spirit, bringing humanity to life. This happens 
just before Adam is placed in the Garden of Eden. When Jesus appears to His disciples after the resurrection, 
He breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” Just as God’s breath gave life to Adam, Jesus’ Spirit 
empowers His followers to carry on His work. This wasn’t about puffed-up arrogance and authority, but as 
a mission to make God’s love, forgiveness, and truth known to the world, offering others the same renewal. 
How do we know Jesus had already forgiven Peter and the other disciples who had abandoned Him? Even 
after Peter had declared three times that he would never deny Jesus, Jesus didn’t show up and say, "Peter, 
you did exactly what you said you wouldn’t do." I’m gonna remind you over and over of your failure, your 
short comment, no, he didn’t – he sent him along with a purpose. Now, this is one example of Jesus, not 
calling someone out on their behaviors, their shortcomings – we can’t just take this one incident and use it 
for all patterns of addressing issues. There were times when Jesus did address issues that were not becoming, 
unkind, untoward, manipulative, and unjust, especially with those in leadership and those who abused and 
scoffed at the marginalized.

God Sends Us Out with Purpose

Jesus shows His wounds as proof of His resurrection, then commissions the disciples: “As the Father has sent 
me, I am sending you.” He breathes the Holy Spirit on them, empowering them to move beyond fear into 
God’s purpose. Our crises do not disqualify us—instead, God uses them to send us out as witnesses of hope. 
Even our worst moments can become the starting point for new hope and calling. God will take our pain 
and repurpose it for our healing, His mission, and His purpose for our lives and winning souls for Christ. 
We just have to trust the process.

(See Insert for Continuation)
----------------------------------------------

 In Christ,
Pastor Earnie

April 26, 2026
"God Knows My Name" 

On Sunday, our sermon came from Luke 13:18-
30, where Jesus uses imagery to 

Epworth connects and equips all kinds of people 
to SEEK, SERVE, and SHARE Christ.



UPCOMING EVENTS 
& OPPORTUNITIES

QUARTERLY COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

-Trustees Meeting, Chair, Glenn Griffin
	 Sunday, April 26, following worship service
-SPRC Meeting, Chair, Michele Lancaster
	 Sunday, May 03, following worship service
-Finance Meeting, Chair, John Grandon;
	 Convener, Donny Davis
	 Sunday, May 03, following worship service
-Church Council Meeting, Convener, Marguerite Hay
	 Sunday, May 17, following worship service

*Note: If you are a committee member and you are not able to 
attend, please notify your committee chair.

*Note: For committee chairs whose committees are not listed above, 
please schedule your committee meeting for planning and submit 
your meeting reports prior to the May 11 reporting deadline in 
preparation for the Church Council meeting. These meetings can 
occur in person, via the church's Zoom or other ways. We want 
to make it convenient for all to attend and participate in the great 

ministry that God is doing through Epworth.

SOUTH GEORGIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
 - Our 2026 South Georgia Annual Conference Session is set for 

May 31 - June 02, 2026.

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY
- The Children and Youth Ministry enjoyed their visit at the 
Strawberry Patch in Reynolds, GA, last Sunday!  Be on the 
lookout for more ministry experience to come as our Children 

& Youth ministry continues to grow!

- Reach out to parents, grandparents, and guardians you know to 
invite their children and youth to be part of the transformative 
ministry at Epworth! Here, they can participate in the Word and 
engaging activities, grow in their biblical understanding, and 
experience the unique culture of the Southeast—faith, fun, and 

fellowship!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
Vacation Bible School will be held Wednesday,

June 17 – Saturday, June 20. More details and flyers will be 
available soon.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Confirmation classes will begin in April 2026 for youth ages 12 to 
17! Confirmation is a journey where young people deepen their 
understanding of faith, learn about the teachings of UMC, and 
become professing members of our church through their baptized 
faith and baptism preparation. Parents are encouraged to bring 
their children to this spiritually enriching experience, developing 
their growth and commitment to God and the church. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to support your child's faith journey!

MISSIONS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
APRIL MISSION

April Mission Opportunity -  Our April mission is 
Wynnton Neighborhood Network (WNN). In its 41st 

year, WNN provides food items, utility assistance, diapers, 
and pet food. A new list of needed items is located in 
the Welcome Center. Our goal is 300 items. Monetary 

donations are always appreciated.
- Thanks for your support of this worthy cause!

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH (UWF) BOOK 
STUDY

The UWF is hosting a book study on The Color of 
Compromise by Jemar Tisby, an insightful look at the 
American Church’s history, race, and practices. All women 
are invited to join. The next book studies will be Monday, 
May  11 and Monday, May 18 at 7 p.m. and will continue 
monthly through May. To register, use the following link: 
https://docs.google.com/ forms/d/110Qt5rwiRVW3hhep
lbyeyzn5trzXdeF6q48hyd2STeA/edit. Book link: amazon.
com/Color-Compromise-American-Churchs  Complicity/
dp/0310113601/ref. 

A SPECIAL FUNDRAISER OPPORTUNITY FOR 
OUR CHURCH

- We are excited to announce a special opportunity to 
support our church through the book, The Journey of 
Abraham and Sarah: Faith, Failure, Fulfillment, authored 
by Pastor Earnestine Campbell. This inspiring book grew 
out of our Noonday and Zoom Bible study classes and 
offers a wonderful opportunity for personal growth and 
spiritual deepening within our faith.

- With a donation of $20 or more, you can join this 
transformative journey through the lives of Abraham and 
Sarah, exploring their struggles and the grace of God. 

Thank you for your continued support!

MAGNOLIA MANOR MOTHER'S DAY 
OFFERING

This offering supports The League of the Good Samaritan. 
For more information, see the flyer on the office window 
or in the fellowship hall. To give,  mark "Magnolia Manor 

Mother's Day" on your offering envelope. Deadline: 
Sunday, May 10. 

VIDALIA ONIONS
The Vidalia Onions fundraiser is for the Kiwanis Club of 
Greater Columbus. The cost is $12.00 for 10 lb. bags or 
$25.00 for 25 lb. bags. 100% of net proceeds go to local 

charities benefiting children.The deadline is Sunday, April 
26.  Mark your offertory envelope "Vidalia onions" and 

sign up with the list on the office window.

STAY CONNECTED
In-Person & Livestreaming Worship - Join us each 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Options for worshiping by 
livestream are: Put the name epworthumc first: facebook.
com/epworthcolumbus or youtube.com/channel/
UCZJhDYHDeeE-dnv5a5nQKjA as close to 10:30 a.m. as 
possible or as close to the time of other livestream services. 

GRIEF/CAREGIVER MEETING
Grief / Caregiver Support Meeting - Our next Support 
Meeting is Tuesday, April 28 at 1:00 p.m. All Epworth 
members are invited and encouraged to invite friends 

to come out for support and encouragement. For more 
information, contact Martha Conklin at 706-329-0629 or 

Vonna Franks at 423-902-6134.

MEMORIAM
   - A Memorial Leaf was given in memory of
Harold W. Morris, Sr., by Margaret Gosden.

   - A Memorial Leaf was given in memory of
Linda S. Smith, by Margaret Gosden.

GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENTS AND 
PRESENTATIONS

- Congratulations to Lauren Campbell as she will be  
graduating with her Bachelor of Science degree in Business 

Administration from Florida A&M University!
- You are cordially invited to attend the graduation ceremony 

on Saturday, May 02, 2026, at 2 p.m.
Congratulations again to Diona Bronson on graduating 

with her Bachelor of Science degree from Columbus State 
University in Elementary Education on December 12, 

2025. Diona is currently employed as a 5th grade teacher at 
Blanchard Elementary School.

- Diona & Lauren, we are so proud of the two of you and 
we pray God's continuous blessing be upon both of you 

and your new journeys. Amen!

CALLING ALL GRADUATES
Attention All Graduates! If you are graduating from high 
school or college this year, please inform the church office 
by Monday, May 18 of what school you are graduating 
from. If graduating from high school, include what college/

university you plan to attend.

FELLOWSHIP HALL RESERVED
-Saturday, April 25, from 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

-Tuesday, May 19, All day

THOSE WHO SERVE 
April 26, 2026

Usher(s): Donny Davis
Financial Secretary: Steve Sawyer
Acolytes: Children/Youth Ministry/Ushers
 

OUR STEWARDSHIP
April 19, 2026

Tithes & Offerings:      	                                	     $1,572.00
Received To Date:	                                            $93,317.59
Needed To Date: 	  $73,281.85
 
Attendance:                                                            
Sunday School                                                         		      11
In-person Sunday Worship                                   		      52
Online Viewers                                                      		    119
Total                                                                           	   171

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
	 3 Alan Krout		  23 Janet Cherais
	 4 Mary Bass		  24 Jason DiSimone
	 5 Cordelia DiSimone	       Julie Jackson
	 8 Christi Chase		        Carter McManus
	 10 Merritt Friend		        Davis McManus
	 15 Chelsea Chase		        Reese Phillips
	      Judson Patten		  25 Donny Davis
	 18 Elin McManus		  29 Bret Vinson
	 10 Jamie Spencer		  30 Mike Friend
	 21 Helen Howard		        Christi Stephens

BIBLE STUDIES
Wednesday, April 29

--- Noon Bible Study, in Questors Classroom. The book of 
Daniel, Sessions 12, Chapters 11:36  - 12:13. 

 -- 6:30 p.m. Online Zoom, EPEC, Bible Study class. The 
book of Exodus, lessons 14 & 15.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:00 AM

The Nathan Patterson Class 
Study: Job 42 
Teacher: Bobby Smith
The New Connections Class 
Study: Life Lessons From ACTS 
Teacher: Glenn Griffin
The Seekers Class 
Study:  Wired Word 
Teacher:  Donny Davis



Continuation...

Point 3: Doubt Is Not a Dead End (Thomas’ Story)

Thomas wasn’t present when Jesus first appeared on Resurrection Sunday—maybe he was deep in 
grief, grief-angry, or tending to family matters and just couldn’t bring himself to be with the others. 
We don’t know, but he did show up within a week of Easter morning. Thomas often gets only the 
negative descriptor as “Doubting Thomas,” but he can also be called “Honest Thomas.” We could 
be more than one thing at the same time. I think our emotions, situations, and conditions could 
change us. Jesus didn’t give Thomas the name “Doubting Thomas”; he just said that his actions were 
doubting. We do not have to be defined by one situation in our lives. And we don’t have to let oth-
ers define us by one decision or a failure. But if we have a pattern of doubt, poor behavior, and bad 
decisions, do something about it—fix it—change it for the better. In fact, earlier in John’s Gospel, 
Thomas was the one who said, “Let’s go with Jesus, even if it means dying with Him” (John 11:16). 
He was the one who wasn’t afraid to say, “Lord, we don’t know where you’re going—how can we 
know the way?” (John 14:5). Thomas was mostly loyal, real, and raw about his confusion.

That’s real life, isn’t it? We can feel more than one thing at a time—doubt and faith, grief and hope, 
confusion and loyalty. Sometimes, our obligations, expectations, hurt feelings, trauma, and inability 
to cope with bad decisions or irrational thinking pull us away from where we think we should be, 
but it’s not a dead end. When Thomas finally encounters Jesus, Jesus doesn’t shame him. Instead, 
Jesus gives Thomas what he needs: a personal invitation to touch His wounds and see for himself. 
Thomas responds with one of the greatest confessions in the Bible: “My Lord and my God!”

How do I know if we can take on characteristics depending on where we are in life and how emo-
tional our conditions are? I've just mentioned Thomas's behavior in John 11:16 and John 14:5. How-
ever, when our characters are antithetical to God and the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), we 
need to change them. Definitive patterns are true behavior. Let’s do better and not just say, "That's 
just how I am." Others are impacted by our behavior—your family, friends, co-workers, church, 
and, ultimately, our faith walk should resemble Christ. As believers, our lives may be the only Bible 
that non-believers read or that struggling believers read, depending on whatever is going on in their 
lives. Be the pages of the Bible of encouragement—continue to grow spiritually, mentally, behavior-
ally, and in deeds.

However, in this moment of our sermon text, he wanted what we often want to see: forensic evi-
dence of Jesus’ crucifixion—the nail print in his hand and the pierced side (metaphorically in our 
modern-day situation). Thomas wanted to look further, actually wanting to touch both, but the 
disciples earlier didn’t ask Jesus to show them this evidence—Jesus offered, and then they were 
overjoyed, which tells me there was some unbelief.

Thomas’ doubt didn't earn him the same blessing that Jesus bestowed upon the disciples. We often 
want to see Jesus—we want the evidence—the lack of faith (Hebrews 11:1)—especially in our cri-
sis. The wounds were reminders of suffering—but ultimately they were proof that God’s grace and 
power triumph over tragedy.

Thomas’ lack of belief wasn’t scolded by Jesus. He appears again to the disciples. He meets him 
where he is, inviting him to see and believe. Jesus already knew his thoughts of unbelief. He also 
knows what’s in our hearts and our thoughts—we can’t hide them from him even if we don’t speak 
them out loud. Thomas’ confession, “My Lord and my God!” is a testimony that honest doubts can 
lead to revelations and living out our faith—it's the spiritual transformation that we experience. It’s 
not about where we've been, but where we are and where we’re going. It is the love of Christ, the 
betterment of ourselves, and the mission of Christ.

Jesus is still willing to bless us, even in our delays of receiving him. Faith means believing without 
seeing, but it also means hoping that everything will work out according to God’s will for our 
situations and lives. That’s what it means for us today. Our faith journey might include questions 
and struggles, but Jesus welcomes us, offers peace, and invites us to trust. When life falls apart, it 
can feel like you’re stuck in a padded cage—comfortable in places, ideologies, perspectives, and 
affiliations that are not for our good, but we’ve settled in it because it’s a comfort of a padded place 
given a false sense of convenience and softness that actually brings discomfort and assurance; 
however, these are places often without God that are a trap by fear—trapped by fear, disappoint-
ment, doubt, and past hurts. Sometimes, we even lock Jesus out, thinking no one or he can reach 
us in that place. The disciples knew that feeling. On Easter evening, they were huddled together 
behind locked doors, paralyzed by fear. Our own walls can’t keep Jesus out if we’re open to change 
and transformation—sometimes we have to invite Him in. Even our worst crises can become the 
starting point for new hope and calling. Our pain is wasted with God; He repurposes it.

Thomas: Legacy

Thomas is listed among the twelve disciples in all the Gospels and Acts. In John 11, he shows bold 
loyalty (“Let us also go, that we may die with him”). In John 14, he asks honest questions at the 
Last Supper. After the resurrection, he doubts, but when Jesus appears, Thomas’s journey from 
skepticism to faith turns into his powerful declaration, “My Lord and my God!” So, let’s recon-
sider the moniker “doubting Thomas” and add to it “honest Thomas.” We all should look beyond 
the “one moments” in our lives as the “defining" moment.

God will bless your crisis, speak peace to our fear, breathe the Holy Spirit into us, send us out 
with purpose, and meet us in our doubts. Whatever crisis you face, trust that God can bless 
it—turning fear into faith and doubt into trust and empowerment. Thomas's story shows us that 
doubt isn’t the end; it’s often the place where real faith begins. God is always in the business of 
makeovers—turning locked doors into open invitations and our lowest moments into places of 
blessing and new life.

Reflection:

What area of your life needs Jesus’ assurance and peace today? Invite Him in—He is not afraid 
of your locked doors or your honest questions. Like Thomas, bring all of yourself—your faith, 
your doubts, and your questions—to the One who meets you right where you are. Thomas’ story 
reminds us doubt isn’t a dead end. God meets us in our questions, our locked rooms, even our 
padded cages. He brings peace, offers purpose, and gives us a faith that’s honest and alive. God is 
always in the business of makeovers—turning locked doors into open invitations and our lowest 
moments into places of blessing and new life.

- Amen. 



Mother's Day CarnationsMother's Day Carnations
This Mother's Day,  Epworth's Worship Committee will be selling red and white carnations 
in honor of and in memory of the mothers in our lives. Complete the form below to 
purchase a Mother's Day carnation. Submit it, along with a $5 donation for each name to 
be listed, in the offering plate or deliver them to the church office by Sunday, May 03. Red 
carnations will be to honor mothers, while white carnations will be in remembrance of 

mothers we have lost. Proceeds go to the church's General Budget.
                            

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Name of Giver:___________________________________________________________

In Memory of:______________________________________

In Memory of:______________________________________

In Memory of:______________________________________

In Honor of:________________________________________

In Honor of:________________________________________

In Honor of:________________________________________

Mother's Day CarnationsMother's Day Carnations
This Mother's Day,  Epworth's Worship Committee will be selling red and white carnations 
in honor of and in memory of the mothers in our lives. Complete the form below to 
purchase a Mother's Day carnation. Submit it, along with a $5 donation for each name to 
be listed, in the offering plate or deliver them to the church office by Sunday, May 03. Red 
carnations will be to honor mothers, while white carnations will be in remembrance of 

mothers we have lost. Proceeds go to the church's General Budget.
                            

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Name of Giver:___________________________________________________________

In Memory of:______________________________________

In Memory of:______________________________________

In Memory of:______________________________________

In Honor of:________________________________________

In Honor of:________________________________________

In Honor of:________________________________________



EPWORTH PRAYER LIST
Church Family
Lloyd Britton		  Cheryl Jandreau 	 Annette Taff		   	  	
Rebecca Britton	 Natalie Kernodle	 Michael Taff
Deborah Cooper	 Bob Lee		  Marjean Waters
Buddy Dunn		  Linda Lee     		  Lillian Wooldridge		         	              		                                                                                
Susan Dunn 		  Mildred Rodgers			     	       	
John Grandon         	 Ann Smith      		           	                   	      				  
Jeanne Guilbeault        	Susan Stark            	                  
Chester Jakes					   
     	
Mary Lee Crews & Family		   	 Ron Sawyer & Family
James and Donna Faircloth & Family		 Ann Smith & Family
Frank Karastury & Family 			   Barre' and Steve Whittington & Family
Earl & Melonie Phillips & Family		  Family of Myra Tucker
Family of Harold Morris

Extended Church Family	
Patricia Waldo	               Steve Guilbeault          Robbins Family        	    Kuester Family
Dora Spires	                Willie Ryles	               Judy Patterson                Cassie Prochaska		
Billy Hill	                Kim Jordan	               Grier Family                    Bruce Chapman
Carol Hall         	   Charles Holmes          Marilyn Buck	                  Danny Chidester		
Beth Goodwin		   McDaniel Family        Stephanie Bryan             Adams Family
Hattie Campbell	   Robin Grantham        Dana Thurston                Diane Wiggins	   	
Cristina Mattocks       	  David Garner              Kathy McClintock	    Amanda Kinsman Vines
Ann Mitchell		    Patricia Jefferson        Susan Land		     Aundre Smith
James & Sue Flowers     Robert Wagers	 Sarah Browder	   	    Mary Kennedy	   
Maggie Smith	                Hazel Dullin               Family of Neil Gergun    Janna Family 
Roger Buterbaugh         Diane Propst  	 Ralph & Sandy McGough
George Bowen 	  Martha Bone		  Danny Snider & Family Davis/Osborne Family
Tammy White		  Sam Wilson  		  Michelle Slappy	    Linda Walker
Bertha Robinson	  Nona Robinson	 Rev. Tim Paulk

Independent/Assisted Living/Nursing Home			 
Oaks @ Maple Ridge - Helen Pharris	                        The Lodge (Bessemer, AL) - Lorene Carlisle
Kings Bridge (Atlanta, GA) - Blount King	           Wesley Glen (Byron, GA) - Nancy Hiller	
River Place - Anne Wilson				  
Oaks @ Grove Park - Ron Sawyer
					   

Please continue to pray for our homebound people. They would love a call or text!
If the prayer list needs to be updated, please call, email, or leave a
note with updates at the church office.  Thank you for your help!

Sebastian 
Williamson

Jim & Jean
Williamson
& Family

Tree of Life Memorial 
for Epworth UMC and Hamp Stevens UMC

Given by The Friendship Class in memory of Jean F. Morris
whose generosity and caring spirit made this world a better place.

You may remember a family member or friend, now deceased, on the lasting 
Tree of Life Memorial that graces the entrance of our Sanctuary. Consider 
commemorating their life with a leaf placed on this handcrafted piece of art.

Memorials can be made for members of the Epworth United Methodist or Hamp 
Stevens United Methodist churches. Initiated by the Friendship Sunday School to 
honor Jean’s life, it is carried forward by Epworth’s Board of Trustees.

Complete the section below and return it with your gift made out to Epworth 
UMC. With limited space, we will only be able to include names on the leaf-no 
other messages. The minimum donation for an engraved leaf is $50. 

Name of Donor:		  _______________________________________
Address:			   _______________________________________
Phone Number:		  _______________________________________
Email Address: 		  _______________________________________
Donation Amount:	 _______________________________________
Names to be Engraved: 5 rows of up to approximately 12 characters on each row

SAMPLE  		  			            _________________________________	

						               _________________________________	

					                         __________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________



ORDER OF WORSHIP
April 26, 2026 • 10:30 a.m.

4th Sunday of Easter
The * Denotes to please stand if able. 

PRELUDE	 Bob Lee, Music Director

ENTER THE LIGHT OF CHRIST	  Children/Youth Ministry/Ushers

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER                                                  	 Worship Leader

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH	 Apostles' Creed UMH No. 881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

*PRAISE SONG                                     "They'll Know We Are Christians"                        CH 429 vv. 1 - 4
		                         Led by Susan Dunn, Song Leader
  
OFFERTORY APPEAL/PRAYER                                                                                   Worship LeaderWorship Leader
      
During the offering, please place your offering in the collection plates as they are passed or text the word "GIVE" to (706) 
655-6768.  For our Online Worshippers, text or go to epworthumc.com and select “Donate.” On Communion Sunday, 

please place your Communion Offering in the basket near the altar.    

RESPONSERESPONSE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SHARING OF CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS                         SHARING OF CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS                         Rev.  Earnestine W. Campbell, Pastor                      

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.           

*SCRIPTURE                                                     LUKE 24:13-35                                             Margaret Gosden 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God.

People: Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC                      "What a Friend We Have in Jesus"                                     Song Leader
                                                                                                                                             CH 630 vv. 1 & 2

SERMON                                                        "Does Table Seating Matter?"                                                            Pastor

*INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                                                                                                  Pastor

You can become a member of Epworth by either professing your Christian faith for the first time or by 
transferring your existing membership from another Christian church.

*CLOSING SONG                                       "Alleluia"                                                             Song Leader	
                                                                                                                                          CH 189 vv. 1, 2, & 4             

*LIGHT OF CHRIST BROUGHT OUT INTO THE WORLD                                                                         Acolytes

*BENEDICTION	                                                                                                                                      Pastor

*POSTLUDE		                                                                      Music Director

____________________________

COFFEE BAR ON SUNDAYSCOFFEE BAR ON SUNDAYS

Coffee Bar in the Welcome Center: Coffee Bar in the Welcome Center: Enjoy coffee and refreshments for the Sunday School and Worship Service Enjoy coffee and refreshments for the Sunday School and Worship Service 
hours every Sunday.hours every Sunday.

~Donations are appreciated.~Donations are appreciated.


