
OUR CHURCH STAFF
Epworth’s members are our ministers.  
The professional staff who assist us are:

Children’s Director ...............Whitney Weyeneth
Church Administrator ....................Susan Snider
Custodians ......Martha Conklin & Barbie Webb
Media Tech .................................. Deonte Fortson
Music Director ......................................... Bob Lee
Nursery Worker ........................Martha Conklin
Pastor ......................... Rev. Earnestine Campbell

COMING UP...
Sunday, February 14
    9:15 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School via Zoom
  10:30 a.m.  In-person & Livestream Worship
    1:30 p.m.  Valentine’s Day Drive-Thru Event
    5:00 p.m.  AA Group Meeting
Tuesday, February 16
  11:00 a.m.  GRSA Meeting
    6:30 p.m.  AA Group Meeting
Wednesday, February 17
     12 Noon  Ash Wednesday Service
Thursday, February 18
    9:00 a.m.  Nathan Patterson/Wesley
           Sunday School Class Meeting
     12 Noon  Prayer Team Meeting
    6:00 p.m.  Grief & Caretaker Support Group
Sunday, February 21
    9:15 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School via Zoom
  10:30 a.m.  In-person & Livestream Worship
    5:00 p.m.  AA Group Meeting

CONTACT US
2400 Devonshire Drive
Columbus, GA 31904

Church Office (706) 322-6973
Pastor’s Cell (706) 992-9147

www.epworthumc.com

staff’s first name@epworthumc.com
(example: earnestine@epworthumc.com)

Facebook - EpworthUMC.com
Instagram - EpworthUMC.com
Twitter - @EpworthColumbus

CONTACTING YOU
Most of the church’s communication is 
through e-mail and texting. We send two 
e-mails each week—a newsletter on Monday, 
an email reminder of Sunday worship and 
texts during the week. We also use e-mail to 
send important meeting reminders and other 
information. Help us contact you by ensuring 
the church office has your current e-mail 
address.

Epworth connects and equips all kinds of people 
to SEEK, SERVE, and SHARE Christ.

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciplesThe mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

February 14, 2021

WAYS TO SERVE IN 2021
Don’t let the pandemic stop you from serving! 
Ways to serve: Aluminum can collecting, 
purchase of Epworth cookbooks, volunteer 
with Feeding Our Neighbors at Rose Hill 
group, participate in the monthly Mission 
Focus (a different organization each month), 
donate to the Showering Program @ Open 
Door Community House, join the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry making shawls, collect tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House, reach out to our 
homebound and nursing home folks, greet, 
and usher just to name a few. Let us help you 
connect! Direct questions to Bobby Smith or 
the church office. We will be happy to help!

Lenten Season, Journeying To The Cross

Lent is a special and spiritual time in the Christian calendar where we become more intentional 
in preparing our hearts and spirits for Jesus. As we wait eagerly and patiently for Easter, let us 
draw closer to the cross where Christ paid the ultimate sacrifice. For this year’s Lenten Season, 
as the Body of Christ at Epworth, I am asking each of you to use the UMHEF Lenten calendar 
(enclosed in the bulletin or go to www.umhef.org/free-2021-lenten-calendar/) as we prepare and 
exercise ways that we can draw closer in embracing the true risen Christ. 

The Lenten calendar is designed for us to engage in internal and external ways in tearing away 
things that prohibit us from following Christ, as we rend our hearts and claim the promise of 
Christ through fasting, prayer, service, thankfulness, giving, reflection and worship. It is a basic 
calendar that outlines weekly these different practices and gives us various ways to participate in 
them. It is not difficult at all, really it is the basics of Christ as we have heard in our sermon series 
this year -- New Beginnings and Re-Imagining, Following Christ.

My prayers are with you that you will center your heart and mind on God each day as you are 
made a new creature in Christ, and the old is put away, and the newness in Christ is put on. And, 
let us remain encouraged and grow in spiritual strength during this COVID-19 pandemic where 
many have been impacted in different ways. 

Hebrews 12:1: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.”

I invite you to share your Lenten Journey To The Cross of Christ with us weekly and we can share 
on our Social Media platforms with your permission, engage in conversation, or maybe you 
would like to start a small group for this Lenten Season. Let’s Re-Imagining, Following Christ!

Shalom,

Rev. Earnie



OUR STEWARDSHIP
February 7, 2021

Tithes & Offerings: $9,065.00
Received To Date:  $25,535.78
Needed To Date:  $32,262.66

Attendance:
Live Online Viewers   114
Facebook/Youtube Worship Online 
Attendance - We count only the number of 
viewers who watch the service live during 
the 10:30 a.m. broadcast. If you are watching 
multiple online services, consider watching 
Epworth’s service during the live broadcast and 
watching others at later times. As we continue 
to keep attendance and be in connection with 
our Facebook/Youtube online members and 
worshippers, we are asking that you “check-
in” your presence when online for worship. 
You can simply respond in the comment 
section with your name, I am here, watching, 
hello, etc.  Questions, contact Margaret Gosden 
or the church office. Thank you for your help 
while we move through these changing times.

CHURCH COUNCIL AND 
LEADERSHIP & DEVELOPMENT 

PLANNING MEETING
Wednesday, February 24, Fellowship Hall, 
Chair, Debra Johnson. Chairs of each 
committee send your reports to Debra Johnson 
by Wednesday, February 17. Please reserve 
your attendance with the office, so we can 
set up safely. Reports and New Business, 6 
p.m. Committee Reports will be distributed 
via email before the meeting for review and 
questions. This will allow us to expeditiously 
conduct this part of the session. Leadership 
and Development Planning, 6:30 p.m. This is a 
very important meeting. Leaders, please plan to 
attend.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Children’s Valentine’s Day Drive-thru Event 
- Sunday, February 14, from 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 
We will be sharing the love of Jesus Christ 
with all our neighbors in Columbus and 
surrounding areas by hosting a drive-thru 
event for children. We will pass out Valentine 
bags that include Biblical crafts, Valentine 
candy and toys in the church parking lot. The 
event is sponsored by the Children’s Ministry. 
All safety precautions taken. Contact Whitney 
Weyeneth with questions or to volunteer. 

AA Group - The AA Group will meet on 
Sundays at 5 p.m. and Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Questors classroom. 

Ash Wednesday Service - The Lenten season 
begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17. Please 
join us at 12 noon in the sanctuary for our Ash 
Wednesday Service or drive-thru for imposition 
of ashes from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. This will begin 
the Lenten Season. 

The Grief and Caregiver Support Ministry - 
Our next meeting is Thursday, February 18 at 
6 p.m., in the Questors classroom. The support 
group will be open to all experiencing grief 
from the loss of a loved one or giving care to 
a loved one. The ministry will be supported 
by a curriculum (no pre-study needed), and 
for a time to share and listen, encouragement 
and hope. It will be a confidential, non-
judgmental group and safe space to share. All 
safety precautions taken. If you have questions, 
contact Vonna Franks. 

Wednesday Bible Study - Join us for our 
Wednesday study, Prayer & Listening, on 
February 24 at 12 noon, in the Fellowship 
Hall. No pre-studying required. All safety 
precautions taken.

STAY CONNECTED
In-Person Worship Returns - this Sunday, 
February 14 at 10:30 a.m. with social distancing 
and mask wearing required. We hope you will 
come out and worship. On-line streaming for 
worship will continue at 10:30 a.m. See below 
for instructions. 

Worship Livestream - We will continue 
to hold livestream worship every Sunday. 
You can view us by going to https://
epworthumc.freeonlinechurch.com/live or on 
Epworth’s Facebook page at facebook.com/
epworthcolumbus as close to 10:30 a.m. as 
possible, or YouTube. Our YouTube Worship 
is a new online platform. Go to: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=l1VvcdEa_bo.

Sustained Giving Needed During These Times 
- Please remember to continue your financial 
support to the church during these in-person 
cancellations by mailing in your offering, 
bringing it by the church, or exploring our 
online giving at www.epworthumc.com/donate. 
Without the passing of the collection plate in 
worship, the convenience of in-person offerings 
is lost. We are thankful for your faithfulness! 

Children’s Sunday School via Zoom - Our 
children are meeting via Zoom each Sunday 
at 9:15 a.m. Use meeting ID 984 5243 5667, 
password, “jesusyall” in the app. Click the link 
in the Children’s weekly e-mail or on Facebook.

Nathan Patterson/Wesley Class Meeting - 
Next gathering is Thursday, February 18 at 
9 a.m. with safety precautions taken.

New Connections Sunday School Class - We 
will begin meeting Sunday, February 21 at 
9:00 a.m., outside, with safe distancing and 
mask wearing required. 

MISSIONS
February Mission Focus - Casseroles for a 
Cause to support the Fellowship at Rose Hill. 
We will have a socially-distanced, masked, 
casserole-making “party” on Tuesday, 
February 23 at 1:00 p.m. Unable to make the 
“party,” consider contributing canned cream 
of chicken soup by February 22, cellophane-
wrapped plastic ware packets (knife, fork, 
spoon, napkin, etc.) that come with take-
out meals or make the casserole at home. A 
collection box and DIY casserole pans and 
recipes, is in the Whitehurst Welcome Center. 
Return pre-made casseroles to the church 
freezer in the kitchen. Monetary donations are 
always appreciated. Contact Debra Johnson 
with questions.

HIS UMW Group Opens Mission to 
Congregation - The HIS Group is asking 
the congregation to participate in donating 
items for Open Door Showering Program and 
the Fellowship at Rose Hill. A collection bin 
is in the Welcome Center to drop off your 
donations. A list of needed items is included in 
the bulletin or pick up a list from the welcome 
center.  

Recycle Cans for Missions - Leave aluminum 
cans outside the back kitchen door. They will 
be picked up and recycled by the HIS UMW 
Group. Money collected goes toward missions.

Wynnton Neighborhood Network January 
2021 Report - We served 1,283 bags of food 
to 317 families which included 370 children. 
We helped 42 families with utility assistance, 
spending $3,517.40. We are still providing 
more assistance to families than we did before 
COVID. Thanks to all of our wonderful 
congregations for all of their support.



EPWORTH PRAYER LIST
Church Family
Fred & Emilie Carswell Bettie Davis  Annette Taff   Becky Britton
Ron & Betty Sawyer   Vanessa Desoto Thrower Family Barbara & Bill Stubbs 
Kernodle Family  Daniel Family   Helen Batastini Jeanne Guilbeault 
James & Donna Faircloth Susan Stark  Ann Smith  Mildred Rogers 
Jane Grandon    Barbara Watson Derek Hay  Cheraisi Family  
Frank Karastury  Bridges Family  Susan Yaksh
   
Extended Church Family 
Steve & Carol Guilbeault  Michael Taff  David Olson   Mark Oliver   
Dotty Baker   Katie Leach   Patricia Waldo  Robbins Family
Kuester Family  Preston Silvernail Dora Spires  Willie Ryles  
Judy Patterson   Cassie Prochaska Billy Hill  Kim Jordan 
Carol Hall    Bruce Chapman Charles Holmes Marilyn Buck  
Danny Chidester  Beth Goodwin  McDaniel Family Stephanie Bryan 
Adams Family   Hattie Campbell Robin Grantham Dana Thurston
Ralph & Sandy McGough  Diane Wiggins Cristina Mattocks David Garner
Kathy Slane      

Independent/Assisted Living/Nursing Home   
Covenant Woods - Helen Pharris   River Place - Betty Cummings, Anne Wilson 
Kings Bridge (Atlanta, GA) - Blount King  The Gardens at Calvary - Judy Frantz 
Magnolia Manor - Doris Halouska, Fred Carswell The Lodge (Bessemer, AL) - Lorene Carlisle
Oaks @ Grove Park - Linda Coleman   Wesley Glen (Byron, GA) - Nancy Hiller
  

Please continue to pray for our homebound people. They would love a call or text!

If the prayer list needs to be updated,  please call, email, or leave a
note with updates at the church office.  Thank you for your help!

ROSE HILL MINISTRY & OPEN DOOR SHOWERING PROGRAM

The HIS UMW Group is sponsoring the collection of needed items for Rose Hill Ministry and Open 
Door Showering Program from January - March, 2021. The group is opening the collection up to the 
congregation to participate.

Needed Items:
Men’s and ladies’ underwear - all sizes
Toothpaste and toothbrushes
Bar soap
Shampoo
Men’s and ladies’ socks
Men’s and ladies’ deodorant
Disposable razors
White washcloths
White towels
Foot powder
Brushes and combs

Travel sizes are desired, but full sizes accepted.  There is a bin in the Whitehurst Welcome Center to drop 
off your items. Monetary donations are also appreciated. Brenda Karastury will be happy to shop for you! 


