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The Fruit of the Spirit: 
The Case for Love 

Written by Elizabeth Dean 
 

Have you ever been confused by Paul’s discussions of THE FRIUT OF THE SPRIT. It is a single 
fruit and yet 9 graces are listed. Isn’t it a human tendency, when given a list, to start working on it one by 
one, checking off what we have accomplished? But this is THE FRUIT OF THE SPRIT, singular. One per-
son called it a singular plurality or a collective singular. 

 

How is it explained? How is it obeyed? 
 

In Sunday School recently, we studied Paul’s definition of love found in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 
There is a close correlation between the attributes of love and the graces of THE FRUIT OF THE Holy 
Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23 as illustrated below: 

 

 
Since God is Love (John 14:16) it could be believed that. THE FRUIT OF HIS SPIRIT would be 

love, and the richness of this love further defined by the other graces.  
Consider further importance Jesus gave love. He told to the teachers of the law that the most 

important commandment is to love the Lord you God…. the second…your neighbor. (Mark 12:33) 
He told His disciples to “Love one another…by this all men will know that you are my disci-

ples.” (John 13:34) again to His disciples he said, “(If you love Me, you will obey what I command.” (John 
14:15) and He said that he chose them and appointed them to “go bear fruit-first that will last…This is my 
command: Love each other. (John 15:16-17)  

Paul said of love in 1 Cor. 13 
 It is the most excellent way verse 13. 
 …these 3 remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love. Verse 13 
 You may exercise the gifts of the Spirit, tongues/prophecy, but without love you are a sounding 

gong/nothing. verses 1-2. 
 Love never fails verse 8. 

 

Paul summarized the about by saying “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts of the Spir-
it, especially prophecy.” (1 Cor. 14:1) 
 

How do we follow the way of love? Paul says “…live by the Spirit…” keep in step with the Spirit. (Gal 5:16-
25  
That is the subject of the next month’s article, Discipleship: Activating God’s Power, The Holy Spirit, 
based of Billy Graham’s book. The Holy Spirit.  
 

The disciple of Jesus is to be known by his /her love. 
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Several students gave up their Saturday morning on May 13th in order to serve 
our neighbors and earn credit for this summer mission trip. Under the leader-
ship of Mark Sonnenmoser, Sherwood Neighborhood Association President, 
five students trimmed bushes, raked leaves, and mowed grass for houses in our 
little corner of Saint Joseph. Adam, Calvin, Harry, Grace, and Kristen, great 
job! We’re proud of the young adults you are becoming!  

Senior Send Off….. 

Clean–Up Day... 
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Mothers Day at Brookdale 

Brookdale’s Women’s Ministry hosted a Women’s Spring Brunch on May 13th from 
10-Noon. Wise advice from the generations were shared and several delicious potluck 
brunch dishes and the ladies swapped recipes.  
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Many Brookdale Church Ministries are working together to provide meals every 
Wednesday, this Summer in June and July.  Enjoy 8 weeks of meals and fellowship 
and viewing Season Two of “The Chosen” along with our prayer ministry for two of 
those weeks.  The first week will be June 7 and it will be concluding on July 26.  We 
will have a sign-up sheet for each week at the welcome center. The menu items will 
be announced later.  There will be babysitting available. Join us when you are able.  
 
Contact Julie Schmitt or Karen Gladhart for more info. 

SALT will visit the Patee House Museum ... 
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June Birthdays 

4 - Grace Larson 

9 - Janell Sonnenmoser 

13 - Dennis Peek 

15 - Randy Poggemiller 

16 - Mikaela Quick, Brandon Walley 

17 - Corey Lemon 

18 - Emma Funk, Brandon Furlong 

21 - Isaac Miller, Spencer Miller 

25 - Russ Gallinger, Chuck Hadle, Abbie McGhee 

28 - Bev Walley 

29 - Tucker Dahle 

30 - Sarah Bolander 

July 

1 - Jenny Hudgens, Kaden Miller 

3 - Ron Bachman, Marianne Field 

4 - Will Blazer, Amelia Funk 

Session Summary-May 2023 
 

An offer was extended to the Transitional Pastor Candidate, but that offer was declined. 
Session will be discussing the next steps in our pastor search at our next meeting. 
 
We will celebrate communion on Sunday, June 11, 2023. Bryan Gregory will be our 
guest speaker that day. 
 
Elder Ann Weston will take Communion to shut-ins in June. 
 
Financial report was reviewed. Giving was up last month and exceeded expenses. 
 
Dan Bryant will lead Adult Sunday School over the summer with a series by John Mac-
Arthur entitled 
“Slave”. 
 
Monthly prayer meetings are continuing on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
in the Prayer Chapel. 
 
Funeral procedures were approved. 
 
Various reports were reviewed from Brookdale ministries. 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting June 20, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 

The Youth want to thank all of you that participated in their Annual 
Basket Auction and all the generous donations. You all are much 
appreciated for supporting our youth mission trip.   
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Return Service Requested 

Brookdale Church is called to 
   bring the beauty of the Gospel 
        to the brokenness of life. 

Brookdale News 

Women’s Bible Study Fellowship met this past year every Thursday morn-
ing 9:30-10:30 from September 22-May 23, journeying on a life-changing 
study of GOD”!  
Thru the stories of the Old Testament, we learn how people, just like “us', 
simply wore different clothes, had longer & weirder names, & lived without 
air conditioning, had HEARTS just like ours : either inclined  
toward God or inclined toward evil. God clearly says ‘this is the WAY-
FOLLOW ME.  
 
You are invited to join us next year as we study the book of John. Starting 
in September and going thru May, Donna Smith will be  
co-leading with Nancy Savely. Find out more at: 
www.bsfinternational.org.   
 
If you’re new to BSF, you can register online or grab any of these ladies to 
learn more.  Workbook provided 

Bible Study Fellowship 
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