
There are so many things that dominate 

our hearts. For example, how long did it 

take for you to get over the Chief’s loss in 

the AFC Championship game? How many 

articles did you read, programs did you 

listen to, conversations did you have? As a 

church there are many aspects of our min-

istry. There are many roles that God has 

called us to give our attention to. But the 

critical challenge for us is to focus on the 

things that are at the heart of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. There are a few things that 

we must give our attention to because     

it is a   part of our identity as a Church.  

The classic list that helps define us as a 

church is Word, Sacrament and Discipline. 

Thus by definition, we seek  to preach and 

teach the Word (scripture), we administer 

the Sacraments (Communion and          

Baptism) and we discipline or we might 

say disciple (both are components of the 

same thing). These things we do because 

that is who we are. But the  bigger      

question is why are we here?  This       

question moves beyond our identity       

toward our mission.  

Recently, in our staff meeting, we read 

through the story of Zacchaeus from Luke 

19:1-10. As we walked through this story 

that Luke alone gives us, there were  

many things we shared that grabbed us. 

The great enthusiasm for Jesus that      

Zacchaeus had and thus the great lengths 

that he went to, just to see Jesus.           

The  astounding, even repulsive action 

that Jesus took to go  to this Chief tax  

collector’s house. Also, the extraordinary 

response of Zacchaeus to demonstrate 

repentance and the inception of           

 

transformation in his 

life. But the fact that 

grabs me most is that 

this account demon-

strates for us the very heart of Jesus. 

There is a very important word used by 

Jesus as he speaks to Zacchaeus. He says, 

“hurry and come down, I must stay at 

your house today.” When “must” the 

God of the universe do anything? He is 

not bound by anything at all, he is         

absolutely self-existent and independent. 

He doesn’t have to do anything at all. Yet 

here Jesus says that he must stay at his 

house. This is what theologians call a    

divine imperative (see also John 4:4). 

Meaning that God has bound himself to 

the salvation of the lost, thus He must 

stay at Zacchaeus’ house.  At the conclu-

sion to this encounter Jesus closes the 

loop, he answers the question as to why 

he had to do this by declaring the very 

core of his heart, “for the Son of Man 

came to seek and to save the lost.” This is 

our answer to the question “why are we 

here?” We are here for the same, albeit, 

derivative purpose, to seek and to save 

the lost. We are here to make disciples of 

all notations.  We are here in St. Joseph 

to bring the beauty of the gospel to the 

brokenness of life. This, the very heart of 

Jesus, must be our heart, it must be that 

which dominates our attention. This is  

the prayer for my life and for our little 

expression of the Kingdom of God at   

31st at Edmond. Join me! 



Each month we’ll introduce you to at least one of the amazing women who are serving the Lord at Brookdale 
Church. 
 

Upon meeting Donna Smith, one realizes her life, like all of ours, is a life made up of pieces, 

that when put together, make a beautiful design.  However, for Donna, this is much more 

apropos as she is a quilter.  Here are a few pieces of Donna’s “life quilt”: 

Piece #1—Growing Up, Moving Around 

Donna was born in Houston, Texas.  Her dad worked for Exxon and at the age of 4 she 

moved to Los Angeles, California.  At the age of 9 the family moved back to Houston, and 

by the age of 15, Donna was living in Covington, Louisiana, where she would spend her 

high school years. 

Piece #2—Gig em, Aggies, the Weather, and Ed 

Donna attended Texas A&M.  Here she majored in Meteorology.  When asked “why meteorology,” Donna 

gave 2 reasons.  One, she was not the type of person who wanted to be given an equation to solve but would 

rather be the one who came up with the parts of the equation.  This led not only to majoring in meteorology, 

but doing PhD research on moisture bursts.   

It was here at Texas A&M that Donna met her husband, Ed.  They met at a party where he made an effort to 

write down her number.  After a few dates, Donna, Unsure about pursuing the relationship, was given advice 

from her sister, “never miss an opportunity to date a member of the Texas A&NM band!”   

Piece #3—Spiritual Life 

As a child Donna attended a Presbyterian church.  After a hiatus, Donna found herself back in church during 

her high school years.  After she and Ed married and were living in Houston, they returned to the church of 

which her parents were members.  In fact, Donna and Ed’s son, Sam, would attend the same children’s pro-

grams that Donna did as a child.  It was here that she came to appreciate what it means to be part of a com-

munity of believers.  When she and Ed moved to C Colorado, she attended Precepts Bible Study, where she 

became grounded in God’s Word.  Donna’s spiritual give is “helps” and her favorite verse is Philippians 4:6-7. 

Piece #4—Quilting, an expression of who Donna is 

Donna is a self-taught, long arm quilter.  The quilting fire 

was ignited when attending the Houston Quilt Festival.  

When talking to Donna, one finds not only that quilting is 

her business and her passion, but one discovers Donna 

herself.  Here are some quotes from Donna.  Piece them 

together to find for yourself a bit of who Donna is. 

“I would drive 1,000 miles to quilt with people I don’t 

know.” 

“I touch people’s lives from my basement.” 

“I liken myself to a tattoo artist.  It’s my art on your 

stuff.” 

“I am not a big social person, but I do have the gift of remembering details, even obscure details, about a per-

son.  This comes into play when making a quilt.” 

When I put all the pieces together, I find a person who is very much worth getting to know.  (Did I mention, 

she is funny too!) 



Come join us as we help build bunk 

beds for children in our community. 

All children deserve a safe,            

comfortable place to lay their heads.  

On February 26th from 9:00am—noon, students ages 12 and up are welcome to meet at Youth   

Alliance and travel to Atchison, KS to help build beds at Benedictine College. We will return to 

Youth Alliance by noon. Let Sue know if you can help. 

If you think you might want to help build some beds but can’t help on February 6th, there will be 

another opportunity on March 19th at Wyatt Park Christian Church from 9am-1:00pm, to build 40 

beds for children in St. Joseph. There is a job for everyone and you are welcome to come the whole 

time, or pick an hour or two to help. Please consider helping out and filling a need. 

Scavenger hunts are so much fun, you run around looking   

for items, searching high and low. Putting the Bible and a 

scavenger hunt together gives families opportunities to work 

together and dig into God’s word.  

For the month of February we will have a new hunt available 

each week. You are welcome to pick up a copy at church in 

the welcome area, or in the church office. I hope you have a 

great time digging into the word, and some great discussions 

happen.  

Be sure to pick up your family devotional cards in 

our welcome area. Staring on Ash Wednesday there 

will be for daily devotionals for families to com-

plete. The scripture focus is on Jesus’ teachings in 

Matthew 5-7 as well as the events of Holy Week.  

The Challenge cards come with a daily scripture 

reading, a short devotional, discussion questions/

challenges, and simple hands on activities for the 

family each day.  



As the deep winter begins to thaw, and spring 

breezes course through the leaves of our   

beautiful city, I want to take a minute to invite 

you into a spiritual practice with me. Often   

during Lent we intentionally consider how we 

can shed unhelpful behaviors and habits. For 

some that means dropping social media, or 

Netflix. Others may fast from specific foods, 

chocolate or coffee for example, replicating 

something of Christ’s fasting in the wilderness. 

These kinds of fasts can be so helpful in          

reorienting our minds and bodies, reminding   

us “that man does not live by bread alone, but 

man lives by every word that comes from the 

mouth of the LORD.” (Deuteronomy 8:3, ESV)  

We are not wholly nourished by likes on our 

posts, by keeping up with the Amazing Race, or 

even by consuming healthy (or not so healthy) 

food. Rather, we are only completely nourished 

as we enjoy the blessings, presence and mercy 

of the One who created all good things. We are 

satisfied when our hearts find their satisfaction 

in Him. 

Lent will be a drab, ashen kind of experience if 

we merely excise elements of our lives. Instead, 

we must replace that which we release with the 

Beauty of the Gospel. To that end, I have a   

suggestion of a song for our whole community 

that we can learn together as we practice    

worship. You can also take it with you back to 

your homes, into your work, your schools, and 

your travels. A few years ago friend of mine 

named Zac Hicks revisited an older hymn       

entitled Bread of the World in Mercy Broken.   

He shaped it new instrumentation and           

additional lyrics. The retelling of this hymn 

opened up my eyes and ears to a beauty I had 

previously missed when practicing the fasts     

of Lent. Read through some of these lyrics    

yourself and see if you catch my meaning: 

 

Bread of the world, in 

mercy broken 

Wine of the soul, in mercy 

shed 

By whom the words of life were spoken 

And in whose death our sins are dead 

Look on the heart by sorrow broken 

Look on the tears by sinners shed 

And be thy feast to us the token 

That by thy grace our souls are fed 

The richness of each phrase is deeper than any 

chocolate bar could offer, and is therefore I 

think a worthy replacement for whatever has 

been drawing you away from fully adoring     

the mercy and grace of Jesus. You can listen    

to Zac’s version of the song on major music 

streaming platforms, and I would encourage 

you to take our bulletins home during the 

Lenten season to rehearse the songs            

yourselves, to sing them to our glorious         

savior and to offer Him a few minutes of your 

gratitude. He is the one who was, in mercy,  

broken. His was the blood that, in mercy,      

was shed. Ours are the gifts of eternal life, 

adoption, sanctification, and glorification  

which were only made available to us in Christ 

by the work of the Spirit. So during Lent, lets 

drop some of those good, but not great,      

time-takers and distractions, and lets refocus 

our hearts on adoring the only good we will 

ever need, and could never earn, the Lamb  

who was slain, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

https://youtu.be/3Nj7_Te2HMk 

Bread of the World In Mercy Broken, by Zac Hicks + 

Cherry Creek Worship 

 

https://youtu.be/3Nj7_Te2HMk


First and foremost, CarePortal exists to 

help vulnerable children and families.     

Requests submitted through CarePortal 

come from caseworkers at government 

child welfare agencies or other child-

serving organizations approved by Care-

Portal to vet needs.  

We will receive needs and share them with 

you through email. Sometimes the need is 

groceries, clothing, other times it might be 

a washer and dryer. Items don’t have to be 

new, just in good working condition. If you 

can help, just let Sue or Terri know or 

maybe you can  donate $10-$20, we will 

add that to our assistance funds. I’m ex-

cited to see how God will work through 

this ministry. 

By the time you read this, I will be down to the last details for a long-awaited return trip to Israel and Jordan.  

It will be  my 11th visit to the Holy Land, but it never gets “old.”  Each trip bring new discoveries, new perspec-

tives on things I’ve seen many times before, and of course, re-connecting with friends in the region. 

I’ll admit, this particular trip by far has been the most challenging to plan, largely due to Covid. Testing          

requirements, safety protocols, scheduling and re-scheduling, borders closing, borders re-opening, and on  

and on.  But finally, it’s here — just one more hurdle — getting our required PCR Covid tests in the narrow 

time allowed prior to departure.  And then we’ll be on our way! 

I smile when I think of sailing on the Sea of Galilee and once again visiting the places where Jesus did most of 

his ministry.  Stepping into the waters of the Jordan River, seeing the Temple Mount and praying at the    

Western Wall, retracing Jesus’ final steps as he carried his cross to Golgotha (Calvary), and just spending time 

exploring the Old City of Jerusalem — AND getting to share all that with friends, old and new — what could be 

better? 

This time, as we stand on Mount Nebo looking at the promised land as Moses did, I’ll be 

thinking about Pastor Rick’s current sermon series on Exodus.  The long journey from 

Egypt was complicated at best.  Moses certainly didn’t take the direct route, and he heard 

plenty of grumbling and complaining along the way.  The people often turned away from 

God in their impatience, becoming lost in their own wilderness and losing sight of the  

important journey ahead.  Even Moses lost his way later, through his act of disobedience 

at Meribah Kadesh; then compounded his sin by taking credit for God’s actions. Eventu-

ally, he would be denied entrance into the promised land because of it (Numbers 20:6-12).  

How often do WE get lost in OUR wilderness!?  Speaking for myself, I’d say frequenty! 

Will you please pray for me and for our group? — good health for everyone, no flight delays, and easy border 

crossing into Jordan!  When I get back I know I’ll be exhausted, but probably ready to start planning the next 

trip! 



February 

1 - Ella Bryant 

5 - Don Weston 

6 - Lisa Wyckoff 

8 - Lydia Parmer 

11 - Bobby Larimore 

14 - Sue Bolander 

15 - Adam Dean, Gary Jahne 

17 - Tori Hudgens 

18 - T.J. Larson, Collin Lemon 

20 - Janeen Burnham 

22 - Kaitlyn Burton, Earl Hadle, Debby Hanlan 

 Samuel Parmer 

24 - Marta Green 

25 - Will Austin, Ann Swank 

28 - Ed Brown, Aspen Parmer, Laura Weckerlin 

29 - Sandy Zweerink 

March 

1 - Deborah Birr 

2 - Nadia Corcoran 

3 - Mike O’Donnell 

6 - Teresa Fetter 

8 - David Bolander, Diane Dudik, Mike Seever 

9 - Chance Dahle 

14 - Jill Blazer, Connie Decker 

15 - Mike Hanlan, Don Weckerlin 

16 - Zachary Decker 

17 - Pat Wyckoff 

18 - Ellen Beier 

20 - Troy Hague, Kristen Schaeffer 

22 - Delores Hendrix, Doug Walley 

23 - Vickie Bartelt, Mel Hagan, Kai Nightingale 

27 - Julia Beier 

29 - Scott Nelson, Nikki Parmer, Xavier Taylor 

31 - Owen Jones, Rick Thornton 

Have you or your family celebrated any special events recently?  We would love to hear 
about new babies, weddings, anniversaries, or any other  milestone that you’d like to 
share with your church family!  



A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to go on a mission trip to 

Guatemala with my dad and a group from the church I grew up 

in, Brookdale Church. We built three houses, distributed about 

70 wheelchairs, and gave out lots of food and clothing to count-

less families. And while all of those stats sound great and cer-

tainly made an impact, what sticks with me most is how alike we 

all are and how amazingly kind and generous the people we met 

in Guatemala are, despite having little.  

We met a woman who 

has made tortillas for a 

living since she was a little girl. Her house is made mostly of hole-

y, rusted sheet metal that needs to be replaced, and they don’t 

have a bathroom. But she was all smiles as she chatted on and on 

with us, taught us how to make tortillas (actually pretty diffi-

cult!), and fed us these tortillas with fresh farm cheese, refusing 

our offered payment.  

We played with the children at the Hope for Tomorrow orphan-

age and turns out they enjoy freeze tag, hide and go seek, and 

other playground games just as much as the American kids I 

teach in the children’s ministry at my church. And when I was 

worn out from running and chasing them around, one little girl 

sat me down, brought me a cup of water, and talked with me 

about school.  

One man was so grateful to us, he scaled at least 50 feet up a 

coconut tree to chop down some fresh coconuts for us to try! 

And there are many more stories I could tell to demonstrate the 

joy I saw in these people. Because despite their difficult circum-

stances, they love and laugh and praise Jesus just like you and 

me. And it reminded me that God is at work and He is good, even 

in the tough things of life. Because if these people who struggle 

to get by can joyfully give out of the little they have, and can 

thank God for it, then God has some work to do to shift my mind-

set to be maybe just a bit more like a Guatemalan.  



 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, the season 

of Lent is a time of preparation before 

Easter.  It’s a time of repentance, and (for 

some) it includes periods of fasting to 

remember the 40 days Jesus fasted in the 

wilderness before he began his public 

ministry. 

Information will be coming soon about 

weekly devotions to guide you through 

this solemn season leading up to Christ’s 

passion, his crucifixion, and ultimate    

resurrection.  Meanwhile, we hope you’ll 

join us for this year’s Ash Wednesday   

service on March 2.   


