
 
The Goodness and Grace of the Master Servant 

Mark 7:31-37 

The Big Idea: 

Jesus demonstrates that with Him there are no     beyond God’s 

goodness and grace. (Mark 7:31-37) 

 

The Goodness and Grace of Jesus Displayed 

1. Jesus shows us that no     is too far for Him to     

people. (Mark 7:31) 

He was in Tyre where He healed a Syrophoenician woman’s daughter of demon 

possession. Now He’s ready to go back home, which is south, but instead He 

travelled about 25 miles north. 

By the time He walks from Tyre all the way to the Decapolis He has travelled 

about 150-200 miles. This probably took a couple of months. This just shows you 

how much Jesus is willing to sacrifice convenience for the sake of the Gospel. 

What a great lesson for us... bringing Jesus to people may be quite inconvenient 

and difficult at times, but Jesus is worth it! 

 

2. Jesus shows us that no      is too small for Him to      

people.  

(Mark 7:32-34) 

The rabbis actually taught that if you were deaf you were considered insane 

and punished by God. They also did not have the same common rights as 

everyone else because of the belief that they were insane and being punished. 

They could not go to the Temple to worship, they couldn’t go to school to learn, 

and they weren’t protected by the law from abuse against them. 

Because of this, this man would have most likely avoided people at all costs. 

Suddenly he’s grabbed and drug in front of Jesus and a bunch of other people; 

he’s in the spotlight, the very thing he’s tried to avoid his whole life. But here is 

where you see the compassion of Jesus... that no detail is too small for Him to 

reassure people. 



Do you see what Jesus did first? He pulled him aside privately and got him out of 

this situation. Jesus doesn’t always pull us out of difficult situations, but here, in 

order for this man to be able to respond to Jesus, Jesus gets him where he needs 

to be. 

He put His fingers in His ears. He was using sign language and literally pointing to 

and touching this man’s problem. He then spits and touches His tongue showing 

Him that by His power He was about to take care of His muteness.  

But there’s one other thing He says in sign language that we must not miss... 

“looking up to heaven, He sighed.” He is communicating to this man that this is a 

gift from God. He communicates that while society may seem him as a menace 

and a monster, His Creator does not. 

 

3. Jesus shows us that no     is too deep to     

people. (Mark 7:35-37) 

Notice it says that he spoke “plainly”. The Greek word for plainly is orthos and it’s 

where we get our English word “orthodontics”, which means “to straighten”. In 

other words, this man spoke straight. Remember, he’s been deaf and mute his 

whole life and so he has never communicated and now all of a sudden, he can 

communicate clearly with no speech training or anything. This is a bigger 

miracle than we realize. According to verse 37 the people of the region sure 

realized just how great a miracle this was! 

 

Let me point out a couple of other things that are imperative for us before we 

close. You will notice in verse 36 that Jesus says not to tell anyone. This is another 

part of the passage that seems odd because I thought we were supposed to 

tell everyone about Jesus. Well, we are! But they didn’t have the full story. They 

didn’t understand that Jesus didn’t just come as a sideshow miracle worker but 

that He came to save mankind from their sin, something far worse than deafness 

and muteness. He didn’t want them hearing about the lesser, healing, and 

missing the greater, salvation. 

 

Conclusion: 

This passage has told us this is what the Messiah will do (see Isaiah 35:5-6). The 

blind will see, and the deaf and the dumb will hear and speak. He’s saying, this 

is the same God who from the very beginning said, ''I'm coming. I'm coming. 

Now I’m here.”  

 

 


