
 
The Master Servant Rebukes Wasted Worship 

Mark 7:1-23 

The Big Idea: 

The Master Servant teaches that our relationship to God is based not on the  

              of man but on       

    in Jesus. (Mark 7:1-23) 

 

When Worship Becomes Wasted and Worthless 

1. Worship is wasted and worthless when      trumps  

    . (Mark 7:1-8) 

The Reformers had a saying in Latin that would behoove all churches to heed 

when they said, “Sola Scriptura”. It simply means “Scripture Alone.” In other 

words, all of our practices for prayer, singing, leadership in the church, where we 

develop our worldview, how we make decisions, and live our lives and 

everything else is done by Scripture alone. 

 

2. Worship is wasted and worthless when      trump the  

    . (Mark 7:9-13) 

The commandment from God’s Word is pretty straightforward, we are to honor 

our mother and father.  

In that day, one of the ways to do that was to take care of them in their old age 

financially. Back then social security had a different name, it was called kids. 

You would have quite a lot of them and when you got older and couldn’t take 



care of yourself, especially being able to provide financially, the kids would step 

in.  

 

Here’s where the loophole they created comes in. The Jews came up with this 

legal/religious loophole that allowed them to keep all their money from their 

parents and not feel guilty about it. They called it Corban. It is where they could 

take everything they owned and dedicate it to God. That all sounds good until 

you realize that it didn’t go to God until that person was dead, leaving it to be 

used to spend on themselves and then when they died it would go to the 

Temple treasury.  

 

3. Worship is wasted and worthless when      right trumps  

    right. (Mark 7:14-23) 

The Pharisees taught and acted like good behavior was all it took to be 

acceptable in God’s sight. Jesus comes on the scene and teaches the flip 

opposite. That one can go through all the right motions and look outwardly like 

a saint yet having the heart of a sinner is what defiles you. There is no amount of 

outward good work that can be done to erase your sin issue. We tend to work 

backwards thinking we just need to change ours or someone else’s behavior 

and things will be better. The problem is, until God changes the heart the 

behavior results are only temporary at best and they are complete hypocrisy at 

the very least. 

 

Conclusion: 

May we always live by Scripture alone over any manmade tradition, obeying 

the Lord because we love Him above all else and we know there is nothing 

better than Jesus! 
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