
I Have No Merit —        2/8/2022 
 A Devotional with Robbie Smithwick          

Philippians 3 — 3 For we are the 
circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of 
God[b] and glory in Christ Jesus and put no 
confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself 
have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If 
anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law,
[c] blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I 
counted as loss for the sake of 

Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and count them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith— 10 that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection, and may 
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, 11 that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Merit: the quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially so as to deserve praise or 
reward. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

     “I Have No Merit” has become a very 
special song to me. I was participating in a 
Sunday morning worship service when the 
Holy Spirit began to remind me that I have no 
merit outside of Jesus. In response I asked the 
Lord to “Take all the sins that I have yet to 
forfeit.” I wrote these things down in my notes 
that day convicted, but unaware of how God 
was going to further use them. 

     Two months later, I was given another lyric 
only this time with a melody. “Let everything I 
once held dear — be counted as loss!”. I 
immediately sat down at the piano and 
recorded this into my voice memo app. I knew 
this lyric was derived from scripture and sure 
enough, I was able to find it after a brief 
search! Philippians 3:7 —“But whatever gain I 
had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.”  

     As I began reading deeper for context I was 
reminded of the first lyric, “I have no merit 
outside of Your presence in me Lord”… the 
song began to flow. After a rough draft and 
hashing out some ideas for the bridge with my 
brother Riley, a song was written. It is a prayer 
to be sung to the Lord asking for removal of 
anything that is not from Him, specifically sin 
and pride. That our faith would be in the 
righteousness of Jesus alone, not in ourselves. 

     God has truly used this song to remind me 
of my only merit, my true identity and my true 
worth in Him. As children of God, we can too 
easily find ourselves in one of two positions, 
guilt and shame or arrogance and 
pride(depending on the day or minute). 
Whether we fall short or well up in success, 
we are to count all things as nothing compared 
to knowing Jesus as savior through his death 



burial and resurrection. Ie. nothing we have 
done, are doing or ever will do could ever 
make propitiation for our sins(reagin God’s 
favor)… This and much more have we been 
given in Jesus! 

     When we find ourselves judging, or 
boasting, downcast or low; remember, we 
have no merit outside of Jesus. If we rely on 
ourselves for salvation we will never hit the 
mark. Paul says, “I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and count them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith.”. May we live the same. 

     Salvation is only in Christ. It is from God 
and it depends only upon our faith, not our 
works. May we be a people whose lives 
proclaim this truth. A people that love 
graciously, forgive quickly and encourage 
mightily as we reflect brightly our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ! In Him we have hope and 
entrance into eternity with our Creator. May 
we boast in Christ alone.  

     My prayer for you is that you will 
encounter the Lord through singing his word 
and that he would reveal the things your heart 
has counted dear and righteous outside of 
Himself. That he would give you faith to know 
His merit is far greater than any short coming 
or success you will ever encounter. That the 
Father would give you the “Spirit of wisdom 
and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
having the eyes of your heart enlightened, that 
you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you.” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayer:  

Dear Jesus, 

I have not merit — Outside of Your presence in me.  

Please, take everything I have yet to forfeit; Every sin that escapes my recognition and every deed 
my heart would count as righteousness. Remove these things from my heart. 

Jesus, I know that You are all I need. Allow my heart the faith to believe, know and remember!  

Whether You first return or I come to You, find me at Your feet Lord, with no claim of 
righteousness outside of You; my faith is all I bring. For nothing compares to knowing You and the 
power of Your resurrection; my righteousness is in You and You alone. May nothing in my heart 
compare to the surpassing worth of knowing You Lord; work nor merit, pleasure nor delight. For I 
am saved and sealed in Your merit alone. Remind me when I forget. Thank You, Jesus       

Amen (so be it) 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Extra Reading: 

Ephesians 2: 8-9, Ephesians 1:15-23, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Romans 3:20-25 




