
Premillennialism: The belief of a literal 1,000-year reign of 
Christ on earth after Jesus’s second coming (Acts 1:3-6; 
Rev. 20:4). 
Amillennialism: The view that the 1,000-year reign on earth 
was not literal, because the kingdom of God was Christ’s 
spiritual reign in man’s hearts (Matt. 13:19,38; Jn. 18:36). 
Postmillennialism: The view that Christ’s kingdom is now 
being extended through the spread of the gospel, and one 
day the world will become Christian, then Jesus will return 
(Matt. 24:14). 
Covenant Theology: The view that God’s promises for 
Israel were fulfilled spiritually in the church (Gal. 3:29; 6:16; 
Phil. 3:2-3).  This view is the basis for Amillennialism. 
Dispensational Theology: God’s administration of different 
people throughout the ages.  The church receives the 
gospel through Israel, but the physical blessings still 
belong to Israel and are still future (Eph. 3:1-7; Rom. 11:25-
26).  This view is the basis for Premillennialism. 
Progressive Dispensational Theology: The church and 
Israel are separate, and therefore, the church does not 
spiritually fulfill the promises of Israel.  However, there is 
recognition of an already and not yet fulfillment of literal 
promises in spiritual ways.   
Great Apostasy: The falling away of the church from Jesus 
Christ and the doctrine of salvation.  The apostasy will 
greatly increase and affect most churches before the 
Antichrist is revealed (2 Tim. 3:1-8; 4:2-4; 2 Thess. 2:1-4). 
Gog and Magog: Invasion of Israel by a coalition of nations, 
mostly Arab, that precedes the tribulation.  The Antichrist 
signs a seven-year covenant with Israel after this attack. (Ez. 
38-39). 
Tribulation: A seven-year period of judgment marked by 
the signing of a peace treaty with Israel and Antichrist, 
which will culminate in the second coming of Jesus Christ 
(Dan. 9:25-27). 
Great Tribulation: The last three and a half years of the 
seven-year tribulation marked by the Antichrist’s 
desecration of the temple and God’s seven bowl 
judgments (Matt. 24:15-21). 
Rapture: God’s translation of the Church from earth into 
heaven before or during the tribulation (1 Thess. 4:13-17). 
Antichrist: The leader of the global republic that will openly 
mock God and demand worship for himself during the 
tribulation (2 Thess. 2:7-10).  
False Prophet: The false prophet who will perform miracles 
on behalf of the Antichrist and he will force all the world to 
worship the Antichrist under threat of death (Rev. 13:11, 
16:13). 

Pre-Tribulational Rapture: The view that the Rapture occurs 
before the Antichrist is revealed and the seven-year 
tribulation begins (2 Thess. 2:3-6; Rev. 3:10). 
Mid-Tribulational Rapture: The view that the Rapture 
occurs in the middle of the Tribulation right before 
Antichrist desecrates the temple (Rev. 11:12). 
Post-Tribulational Rapture: The view that the Rapture 
occurs after the seven-year tribulation. 
Pre-Wrath Rapture: The view that the Rapture is not 
promised to save us from the harm of man, but only the 
judgment of God.  The Rapture would take place before 
the sixth seal of Revelation, which begins God’s wrath (Rev. 
3:10; 6:12-15; 7:9). 
Judgment Seat of Christ: The judgment of the church that 
occurs after the rapture.  Christians will receive rewards or 
experience loss for the way we lived our lives on 
earth.  This is not a judgment for salvation, but stewardship 
(2 Co. 5:10-11; 1 Co. 3:11-15). 
Armageddon: World War at the end of the seven-year 
tribulation where the armies of the world gather in Israel in 
the valley of Armageddon to battle God (Rev. 16:12-16; 
Zech. 14:1-8). 
Goat and Sheep Judgment: The judgment of those who 
are alive when Jesus Christ returns after the tribulation.  He 
will usher in all believers into his kingdom, and all non-
believers into judgment and eternal condemnation (Matt. 
25:31-32). 
1st Resurrection: The resurrection of the tribulation saints 
who chose to believe in Christ during the last 7 years and 
died from persecution during that time (Rev. 20:4-5) 
2nd Resurrection: The resurrection of the unbelieving dead 
throughout the history of mankind.  This corresponds to 
the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:12). 
Great White Throne Judgment: The judgment of the 
unbelieving dead who have been held in sheol since the 
beginning of time.  This judgment will not happen until 
after Jesus’ millennial kingdom (Rev. 20:11-14). 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb: Wedding Banquet 
celebrated between Jesus and Old Testament and New 
Testament saints that occurs right before the second 
coming (Rev. 19:7-9; Lk. 12:35-37) 
New Heaven and New Earth: After the 1,000 year reign on 
earth God creates a new heaven and new earth that returns 
humanity to a perfect relationship to God and to each 
other in an environment much like the garden of Eden 
(Rev. 21). 
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Foreshadowing: Jesus taught that before 
prophecy occurs you can see shadows of what 
is coming.  This is different from speculation 
(Matt. 24:32-36). This principle is symbolized 
with binoculars throughout this series. 

 
Already and Not-Yet: Prophecies that are 
partially fulfilled in the past, but also point to a 
similar event in the future that has not yet 
been fulfilled.  Elijah’s coming before the 
messiah is one such prophecy (John 1:21; 
Matt. 11:12-14; 17:11; Rev. 11).  This principle 
is symbolized with a sand hourglass 
throughout this series. 

 
Apocalyptic Mystery: The nature of 
apocalyptic writing is to give general truths in 
vague terms.  This causes many different 
nuances in prophetic interpretation.  We 
symbolize this principle with an open hand to 
show where prophecies are not exactly as 
clear as we wish they were. 

 
God’s Kindness and Mystery: As humans we 
often emphasize the negative over the 
positive.  In the end times God’s character is 
on full display showing how he is judging yet 
offering salvation through the whole 
process.  We will symbolize the balance of 
God’s kindness and Mercy with a set of 
balance scales throughout this series. 



 


