
November 2020

Dear Friends and Family at FBC:

As you are probably aware new mandates have been issued by our Governor on Wednesday
November 5th concerning the current rise in the COVID-19 numbers in our state  requiring masks
in all public gatherings.  No exceptions. Churches, which were exempt from the restrictions are
now included in the mandates for public gatherings. While we realize that the numbers in Maine
are among the lowest in the country, and we praise God we have had no occurrences in our
church, our surrounding communities are increasingly reporting more and more cases in every
category (i.e. positive cases, hospitalizations, those in ICU, on respirators, and deaths).  The
numbers are clearly going in the wrong direction.

As Pastors and Elders concerned for the health and welfare of our people we are instituting what
we feel is the best practice for our church community at the present time.  This is neither
enjoyable nor easy for anyone.  We understand the issues, but we are compelled to care for our
people ... ALL of our people.  Therefore, we are choosing to err on the side of caution.

Please know for certain that we are doing this out of love not law.  And we are going on record
to state clearly that we do not fear the virus nor the government. Moreover, we want to be the best
possible witness to our neighbors that we can be.  As members of the Fayette Baptist Church
Community we have covenanted together to “guard it’s good name; to walk with its members in
love and faithfulness, and to promote its usefulness as God’s instrument for the good of all.” If
COVID-19 comes to FBC, and it likely will, we will have a clear conscience that we did our best
to help stop the spread and that we were not negligent. 

We have a debt of love to pay to our neighbors (Rom. 13:8). We need to be operating with a clean
heart, a clear conscience, and a confident conviction before the Lord and the community in all
things (Acts 24:16).  This, we believe, brings the most glory to God, which is our overriding goal
(1 Pet 2:12-17).

With that in mind, beginning Sunday November 8, 2020 the following guidelines will be in effect:

- Signs will be posted stating the State’s requirements of wearing masks (from 5 yrs. of age
and up) and maintaining social distancing when we are gathered together. 

- We request that people willingly comply, but we will not become enforcers.
- We understand the importance of fellowship and connecting with each other. What we

are asking is that people be respectful of each other’s space when carrying on conversations and
interacting with each other. Please do not obstruct doorways, aisles, or travel ways before or after
the service. We also ask that people please refrain from close physical contact such as hugging,
handshaking, etc.



- The Café will be treated as a separate room with a separate entrance and seating area.
Except for bathroom usage we ask that there be no intermingling between those spaces.   

- Bathrooms will be limited to one person at a time.
- Households are allowed to sit together without restriction. People of different households

have been asked to maintain social distancing. However, for families and people who work closely
together throughout the week, we respect your ability to self-govern in this area, always choosing
to put others first.

We fully recognize that people line up on differing sides concerning this issue, but there is no
pleasing everyone. In fact, our first priority is to be pleasing to God. We do not assume that by
wearing a mask a person is operating out of fear or that by not wearing a mask they do not care.
We also feel that there is no harm in showing respect for each other’s well-being even if it means
going over the top for each other and our neighbors! And finally, as a church, we must maintain
our solidarity in Christ, regardless of our personal views.

We fully expect there will be disagreement on some of these things, but that does not supersede
our responsibility as Pastors and Elders to lead well. Please know that we would never expect
anyone to violate their Spirit-led conscience before God. These are trying times that demand a
high level of faith, patience, understanding and mutual love.  We have no choice, but to humbly
seek His wisdom and discern His will.   God in His sovereignty has allowed this trial and test. And
His eyes are on us, watching to see how we will respond.  Let us then “do all things without
grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children
of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you
appear as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:14-15).

Respectfully in grace and truth,

Pastor Russ with the Elders


