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What is Christian Epistemology?

• Epistemology:  It is the branch of philosophy that studies the nature of 

knowledge, its assumptions and foundations, and its extent and validity. 
A Scripturalist (a Christians worldview) maintains that epistemology is 
the key precept of any theological or philosophical system.  

• The Scripturalist starting point or .rst principle is the Word of God.  It is 
self authenticating and infallible.  

1 Timothy 3:16:  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness.



Christian Epistemology

• Modernist Objections to Christianity – Facts / Rationality / 
Evidence:

• What about all the contradictions?

• God is just a crutch.  Religion was invented by man.

• Jesus was just a man.

• The Bible we have today is not the same as when it was written 2000 
years ago.

• I don’t believe in what I can’t see.

• Evolution has proven Christianity to be wrong.

• The Bible is a myth full of fairy tales

• There is no such thing as miracles.

• Do you really believe in the story of Adam and Eve?



Christian Epistemology
How Does a Christian Come to Know the 

Truth?

• Postmodernist Objections to Christianity – Fairness / 
Relationships / Emotion:

• If God exists, why is there evil?

• The Inquisition and the Crusades show that Christianity is oppressive.

• Christianity is a way to God but not the only way.

• Christianity is arrogant and exclusive.

• How do you know that your Bible is better than other religious 
writings?

• Why does God allow bad things to happen to good people?

• What about those who have never heard?

• The church is full of hypocrites.

• Why would God send anyone to Hell?

• The God of the OT is cruel, partial, and unjust.  
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Christian Epistemology

Modern View of Truth:  

1. Truth is an objective reality that exists whether someone believes it or not, 

2. And that objective reality is grounded in nature. 

 Ex:  If a tree falls in the forest and no one is there, does it make a sound? How does a 
modernist answer that question?

“True statements are those which correspond to that objective reality.  False statements are 
those which do not correspond to that objective reality.”   

Key Motto:   “Man can and will know all truth.” 

Law of non-contradiction applies:   A           -A     ...at the same time and in the same 
relationship

 



THE STANDARD
ONE INCH 



Christian Epistemology

Postmodern View of Truth:  

1. Truth is a perspective reality that exists in the perspective of the 
individual or group.

2. And that perspective reality is grounded in time.

Key Motto:   “The truth cannot be known.” 

Law of non-contradiction does not apply:   A      -A     ...at the same 
time and in the same relationship

  



Christian Epistemology
Religious Spin on Postmodern Epistemology

Universalism

The belief that all 
people, good or 

bad, will eventually 
make it to Heaven.

Pluralism

The belief that 
there are many 

ways to God that 
are equally valid.



Christian Epistemology
Religious Spin on Postmodern Epistemology

Syncretism

The assimilation of 
diAering beliefs and 

practices.

Inclusivism

The belief that 
salvation is only 

through Christ, but 
Christ may be 

revealed in other 
religions.



Christian Epistemology

Ex:  Vatican II - Inclusivism:  

“But the plan of salvation also includes those who 
acknowledge the creator.  In the .rst place among these there 
are the Moslems, whom professing to hold the faith of 
Abraham, along with us adore the one and merciful God, who 
on the last day will judge mankind.  Those also can attain 
salvation who through no fault of their own do not know the 
gospel of Christ or his church, yet sincerely see God and, 
moved by grace, strive by their deeds to do his will as it is 
known to them through the dictates of conscience.”

Vatican II (1962-1965)



Christian Epistemology

• Christian Correspondence View of Truth:  

1. Truth is an objective reality that exists whether someone believes it or not,

2. And that objective reality is grounded in an eternal God.  This is the standard or the 
(meter) by which Christianity grounds itself.  

The law of non-contradiction is a foundational necessity to all truth.   

Example:  The Trinity does not violate the law of non-contradiction. 

**Is there one God, yet three Gods?  No.  

**One God in 3 Persons.  Changes it from a contradiction to a    Mystery.   This was 
articulated in the 4th Century.

Key Motto:  “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong 
to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.”  (Deut. 
29:29).



Christian Epistemology
Christian Truth Must Have a Balance Between the 

“Things Revealed” and “Mystery”.

Apophatic Theology

Theology that emphasizes mystery. 
 Often called the “way of negation” 

(via negative) or “negative 
theology,” apophatic theology see 

God, and much of theology, as 
beyond our understanding and, 

therefore, beyond de.ning through 
positive assertations.  Finite people 
cannot say what the in.nite God is 

but only what He is not.  God is 
“uncreated,” “immutable,” 

“in.nite,” “immortal.”

Cataphatic Theology

Theology that emphasizes 
revelation.  Often called “positive 

theology,” cataphatic theology 
seeks to understand God in positive 

terms, understanding that God 
communicates to us through 

language and concepts that are 
analogous to who and what He 

truly is.



Christian Epistemology

Cataphatic Theology
“Things Revealed”

Modernism

West

Rationalists

Roman Catholic / Protestants

Apophatic Theology
“Secret Things”

Postmodernism

East

Mystics

Eastern Orthodox

Responsible Theology  



Christian Epistemology

Objectivism Prov. 
23:23

Soft Skepticism 
Prov. 8:5

Perspectivism Prov. 
12:15

Cataphatic 
Theology

Apophatic 
Theology

“You who are 
naïve, discern 
wisdom! And 

you fools, 
understand 

discernment.!”

“The way of a fool 
is right in his own 
opinion, but the 

one who listens to 
advice is wise.”

“Acquire truth and 
do not sell it…”
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Essentials of Theology

WHAT IS THE SINE QUA NON OF CHRISTIANITY?



True Relativity
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al 
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d to 
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g



True Relativity

Autonomou
s Relativity

Coke or 
Pepsi

Best 
kind of 
food

Church 
Music Temperatu

re of a 
room

Best 
Song



True Objectivity

Non-
Essential 

Objectivity

Date of 
Christ’s 
Coming

Views of 
Predestinati

on

Young 
Earth / 

Old 
Earth

Continuatio
n of 

Tongues

Canon 
of 

Scriptur
e



True Objectivity

Essential 
Objectivity

Christ’s 
Deity

Existence of 
God

Faith 
Alone Death, 

Burial, and 
Resurrectio
n of Christ

The 
Atonement 

For All 
Human Sin



Essentials of Theology
Christian Orthodoxy

“For the Christian, beliefs 
matter, but not all beliefs 
matter equally.”

Roger Olsen, Mosaic of 
Christian Beliefs (Downers 
Grove, IL  IVP 2002)

“There are those dogmatic 
Christians who seem to over 
de-ne Christianity such that being 
authentically Christian includes 
(for them) -rm adherence to a 
detailed set of extrabiblical belief, 
some of which are quite outside 
the great tradition itself.”

Roger Olsen, Mosaic of Christian 
Beliefs (Downers Grove, IL  IVP 
2002)



Essential of Theology
How Certain Are You About Your Beliefs?

Types of Certainty:

1. Mathematical Certainty (Scienti-c Method)

2. Empirical Certainty (Weight of Evidences)

3. Logical Certainty (What is Reasonable)

4. Moral Certainty (What is Demanded)
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