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Foundation of Class

“….but sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts, always being ready to make a 
defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence,”

--1 Peter 3:15



questions

Questions are your friends.  Ask questions to understand where they are.



questions

Is 

JESUS
the only way?

Why

SUFFERING?

Is salvation by 

FAITH 
too simple?

Why 

HYPOCRISY?







1.An all-powerful GOD could prevent or stop 
evil and human suffering.

2.An all-good GOD would want to prevent or 
stop evil and human suffering.

3.But our experience shows that evil and 
human suffering still exist.

4.Therefore,….



options

…an all-good, 
all-powerful 

GOD is 
impossible or 

at least 
unlikely

…our 
experience of 

evil is an 
illusion.

…there is a 
purpose for 
allowing evil 

and evil will be 
destroyed one 

day.



why 
GOD 
why
??



Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis



Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis



Where did evil come from?



Source of evil
Satan Verses

God create everything, which includes angels and demons. Colossians 1:15-16

Everything GOD created was originally good. Genesis 1:31; 1 Timothy 4:4

Some angels sinned and are doomed for eternal destruction.   If 
some angels sinned, then they were created with a potential to 

sin i.e. they had the freewill to sin.
1 John 3:8; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6

Satan is an angel who is subordinate to GOD. Job 1:6-7

Satan is a demon-- casting out demons implies the defeat of 
Satan.

Luke 10:17-20

Satan is the prince of demons. Matthew 12:22032; Mark 3:22-30; Luke 11:14-23

Those who are demon possessed are under the influence of the 
devil.

Acts 10:38; Luke 13:16

Satan is the evil one. Matthew 13:19; 1 John 2:13; 3:12; 5:18





Source of evil
“You are your father the devil, and your will is 
to do your father’s desires.  He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not 
stand in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him.  When he lies, he speaks out of his 
own character, for he is a liar and the father 
of all lies.” John 8:44



why doesn’t GOD stop 
evil?



points to ponder
‘If GOD destroyed all evil and all sources of evil 
once and for all at midnight tonight, which of us 
would be here at 12:01?.’



‘Why do bad things happen to good people?’

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?, 2007

‘makes a false 
assumption – that 

we are good 
people.’

points to ponder



points to ponder



points to ponder

Why Did GOD Let That 
Child Die?



points to ponder

“’Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you,’ he answered, ‘An 
evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign 
will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” 
Matthew 12:38-39

“Truly, you are a GOD who hides himself, O GOD of Israel, the 
Savior.” Isaiah 45:15

NECESSITY OF HIDDENNESS



points to ponder

What is the eternal destiny 
of children who die?



points to ponder

“Although their reasons might differ depending on 
other theological commitments, and although 
some of their reasons are better than others, 
evangelicals generally agree that [deceased 

infants] will be in heaven.”
Faith Comes by Hearing: A response to Inclusivism, Morgan and Peterson, 2008, pgs 243-44



points to ponder
BENEFIT OF VAGUENESS:

“It’s true that no Scripture unambiguously guarantees 
that children will be saved, but if they are, GOD would 
have good reason for not unambiguously making that 
clear, for then abortion and infanticide would guarantee 
a child’s salvation! Imagine the abuses that would occur 
from that knowledge!”
Why did GOD Let That Child Die?  Clay Jones (blog)



points to ponder
Plate tectonics:
The plates trapped 

carbon dioxide 
which helped make 

our planet 
habitable.

Hurricanes:
1) Bring Rainfall to Areas That 

Need It
2) Break up Bacteria and Red 

Tide
3) Provide a Global Heat Balance
4) Replenish Barrier Islands
5) Replenish Inland Plant Life



“I now regard pain as one 
of the most remarkable 
design features of the 
human body, and if I 
could choose one gift for 
my leprosy patients it 
would be the gift of pain.”

Dr. Paul Brand

points to ponder



When GOD Weeps: Why Our Sufferings Matter to the 
Almighty, Joni Eareckson Tada and Steve Estes

GOD’s purposes in our 
suffering:



Purpose Verses
Suffering is used to increase our awareness of the sustaining 

power of GOD to whom we owe our sustenance
Psalms 68:19

GOD uses suffering to refine, perfect, strengthen, and3:10 keep 
us from falling.

Psalms 66:8-9; Hebrews 2:10

Suffering allows the life of CHRIST to be manifested in our mortal 
flesh.

2 Corinthians 4:7-11

Suffering bankrupts us, making us dependent upon GOD. 2 Corinthians 12:9

Suffering teaches us humility. 2 Corinthians 12:7

Suffering imparts the mind of CHRIST. Phillipians 2:1-11

Suffering teaches us that GOD is more concerned about character 
than comfort.

Romans 5:3-4; Hebrews 12: 10-11

Suffering teaches us that the greatest good of the Christian life is 
not absence of pain, but CHRISTlikeness.

2 Corinthians 4:8-10; Romans 8:28-29





Purpose Verses

Suffering can be a chastisement from GOD for sin and rebellion. Psalms 107:17

Obedience and self-control are from suffering.
Hebrews 5:8; Psalms 119:67; Romans 5:1-5; James 1:2-8; 

Phillipians 3:10

Voluntary suffering is one way to demonstrate the love of GOD. 2 Corinthians 8:1-2, 9

Suffering is part of the struggle against sin. Hebrews 12:4-13

Suffering is part of the struggle against evil men. Psalms 27:12; 37:14-15

Suffering is part of the struggle for the kingdom of GOD. 2 Thessalonians 1:5

Suffering is part of the struggle for the gospel. 2 Timothy 2:8-9

Suffering is part of the struggle against in justice. 1 Peter 2:19





Purpose Verses

Suffering is part of the struggle for the name of CHRIST. Acts 5:41; 1 Peter 4:14

Suffering indicates how the righteous become sharers of CHRIST's 
suffering.

2 Corinthians 1:5; 1 Peter 4:12-13

Endurance of suffering is given as a cause for reward. 2 Corinthians 4:17; 2 Timothy 2:12

Suffering forces community and the administration of the gifts for 
the common good.

Phillipians 4:12-15

Suffering binds Christians together into a common or joint 
purpose.

Revelation 1:9

Suffering produces discernment, knowledge, and teaches us 
GOD's statutes.

Psalms 119:66-67, 71

Through suffering GOD is able to obtain our brokeen and contrite 
spirit which HE desires.

Psalms 51:16-17

Suffering causes us to discipline our minds by making us focus 
our hope on the grace to be revealed at the revelation of JESUS 

CHRIST.
1 Peter 1:6,13





Purpose Verses

God uses suffering to humble us so HE can exalt us at the proper 
time.

1 Peter 5:6-7

Suffering teaches us to number our days so we can present to 
GOD a heart of wisdom.

Psalms 90:7-12

Suffering is sometimes necessary to win the lost. 2 Timothy 2:8-10; 4:5-6

Suffering strengthens and allows us to comfort others who are 
weak.

2 Cor 1:3-11

Suffering is small compared to the surpassing value of knowing 
CHRIST.

Phillipians 3:8

GOD desires truth in our innermost being and one way HE does it 
is through suffering.

Psalms 51:6; 119:17

The equity for suffering will be found in the  next life. Psalms 58:10-11





Purpose Verses

Suffering is always coupled with a greater source of grace. 2 Timothy 1:7-8;4:16-18

Suffering teaches us to give thanks in times of sorrow. 1 Thessolonians 5:17; 2 Corinthians 1:11

Suffering increases faith. Jeremiah 29:11

Suffering allows GOD to manifest HIS care. Psalms 56:8

Suffering stretches our hope. Job 13:14-15







‘To those we ask, 
“Why doesn’t GOD 
do something about 
suffering?” we must 
answer, “He did”.’

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?, 2007



answers
“It is universally recognized that 
Job is one of the greatest books 
ever written: a masterpiece, an 
all-time classic…. It is 
fascinating, haunting, teasingly 
mysterious, tender, and yet 
powerful as a sledge-
hammer…If Job is about the 
problem of evil, then Job’s 
answer to that problem is that 
we do not know the answer. ”

Peter Kreeft



‘Truth explains experience.
Experience does not 
establish truth.’

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?, 2007



COMFORT



insights from psalms

Psalm 23
Psalm 27
Psalm 34
Psalm 46
Psalm 73

Psalm 3
Psalm 6
Psalm 7

Psalm 13
Psalm 22
Psalm 42
Psalm 63
Psalm 74

Psalm 142
Psalm 146

Psalm 40
Psalm 107

Psalms of Trust Psalms of  Lament Psalms of  Thanksgiving



I know just how you feel.

DO
N

’T

SA
Y

You must get on with your life.

Something in your life is displeasing to GOD.

It is for the best.  No doubt this has spared you 
from worst problems.

You do not have enough faith.

GOD selected you to be an example of strength in 
suffering.

GOD took the person, he needed them in heaven.

You must thank GOD for making you suffer.  It is 
GOD’s will.



DO
N

’T

SA
Y

Choosing to avoid talking to the person about the 
suffering itself.

GOD must have had a purpose in this.  I believe 
this is why it happened….

Think only positive thoughts.

Quoting “All things work together for good”.

It is sinful to be angry.

Immediately after a tragic death, “We’re just 
rejoicing in his or her victory.”

Please tell me the details of the person’s death.

I know of a person who died of your disease.



Listen with 
genuine interest 

and sympathy

Allow the 
sufferer to 

express guilt, 
sorrow, or 

depression.
Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?



We are thinking 
about you and 

praying for you.

I don’t know 
what to say, 
but I care.

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?



Be present with 
the sufferer.

Allow people to 
grief in their 

own way.

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?



Tell good 
memories 

about the lost 
loved one.

Do practical 
things to help.

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?



Don’t hesitate 
to touch as 

appropriate.

Be sensitive to 
all who are 

grieving.

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?



GOD weeps 
with you.It’s OK to cry.

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?



Continue to 
express 

understanding 
and care months 
and years after 

the loss.

Be affirmative 
and encouraging.

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?



Encourage the 
sufferer 
towards 

physical activity.

Encourage the 
sufferer to live 

one day at a 
time.

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?



LATER, help the 
sufferer to focus 
on the goodness 

of GOD.

Trust GOD even 
when you do not 

understand.

Lynn Gardner, Where is GOD when we suffer?



“Beyond all doubt, HIS idea of ‘goodness’ differs from ours… By the goodness 
of GOD we mean nowadays almost exclusively, HIS kindness.  What would 
really satisfy us would be a GOD who said of anything we like doing. “What 
does it matter so long as they are contented?’  We want, if fact, not so much a 
Father in heaven as a grandfather in heaven—a senile benevolence... 
Kindness, merely as such, cares not whether its object becomes good or bad, 
provided only that it escapes suffering.  It is for people whom we care nothing 
about that we demand happiness on any terms… If GOD is love, HE is by 
definition, something more than mere kindness.  And it appears, from all 
records, that though HE has often rebuked us with contempt, HE has paid us 
the intolerable compliment of loving us, in the deepest, most tragic, most 
inexorable sense… The problem of reconciling human suffering with the 
existence of a GOD who loves, is only insoluble so long as we attach a trivial 
meaning to the word ‘love’ and look on things as if man were the centre of 
them” C.S. Lewis
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