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Foundation of Class

“….but sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts, always being ready to make a 
defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence,”

--1 Peter 3:15



review



questions

Does 

GOD
Exist?

Who was

JESUS?

Is the 

Bible 
reliable?

Are 

Miracles 
real?



Is the Bible reliable?

Manuscripts Archaeology Statistics 
(covered in Jesus – Messianic 

prophecies)

Prophecy
(covered Messianic prophecies 

in Miracles)



Manuscript

Author Date Written Earliest Copy Time Span (years) # of existing manuscripts
Homer 900 BC 400 BC 500 643
Plato 380 BC AD 900 1300 7

Aristotle 350 BC AD 1100 1400 49
Caesar 60 BC AD 900 950 10
Tacitus AD 100 AD 1100 1000 20

NT AD 40-100 AD 125

25-50 (John)
50-150 for majority of 

NT 24000

Bibliographic


Sheet1

		Author		Date Written		Earliest Copy		Time Span (years)		# of existing manuscripts

		Homer		900 BC		400 BC		500		643

		Plato		380 BC		AD 900		1300		7

		Aristotle		350 BC		AD 1100		1400		49

		Caesar		60 BC		AD 900		950		10

		Tacitus		AD 100		AD 1100		1000		20

		NT		AD 40-100		AD 125		25-50 (John)
50-150 for majority of NT		24000









Eyewitness 

100 AD 200 AD 300 AD

Manuscript



Manuscript
1. New Testament fails to describe the destruction of the temple – 70 AD  
2. New Testament fails to describe the siege of Jerusalem 67-70 AD
3. Luke said nothing about the death of James, Peter, and Paul 61-65 AD
4. Luke writes Acts  57-60 AD
5. Paul quotes Luke 53-57 AD

a. Paul quoted Luke’s gospel in his letter to Timothy  63-64 AD
b. Paul echoed the claims of the gospel writers 53-57 AD
c. Paul quoted Luke’s gospel in his letter to the Corinthians 

6. Luke writes his gospel 50-53 AD
7. Mark writes his gospel 45-50 AD



Eyewitness 

100 AD 200 AD 300 AD

Manuscript



Archaeology



Archaeology
One of the most well-known New Testament examples 
concerns the Books of Luke and Acts.
A biblical skeptic, Sir William Ramsay, trained as an 
archaeologist and then set out to disprove the historical 
reliability of this portion of the New Testament. However, 
through his painstaking Mediterranean archaeological trips, 
he became converted as – one ofter another– of the 
historical statements of Luke were proved accurate.  
Archaeological evidence thus confirms the trustworthiness 
of the Bible.



Archaeology
The Old Testament mentions the ancient Hittite civilization 
more than 50 times.  However, prior to their rediscovery in the 
19th century, there appeared to be no evidence for their 
existence outside of the Bible.  Skeptics cited the missing 
evidence as evidence that the Bible actually fabricated their 
existence.  This called the reliability of the biblical account into 
question  Basically the skeptics said, “we can’t find any 
evidence for the Hittite civilization outside of the Bible.  This 
demonstrates that the Bible cannot be trusted as an historical 
source.”   Then in the 19th and 20th centuries archaeologists hit 
the jackpot, not only identifying extrabiblical references to the 
Hittite civilization, but by actually finding and excavating the 
ancient Hittite capital city of Hattusa.  The rediscovery of this 
ancient civilization vindicated the Biblical record.



Archaeology

Pool of Siloam According to the Gospel of John, it was at the Siloam 
Pool where Jesus healed the blind man (John 9:1-11)  
However, the exact location of the original pool as it 
existed during the time of Jesus remained a mystery 
until June 2004.
During construction work to repair a large water pipe 
south of Jerusalem’s Temple Mount at the southern 
end of the ridge known as the City of David, 
archaeologists identified two ancient stone steps. 
Excavations continue to reveal more sections of the 
pool on the northern and southern ends.  Several 
shafts at the northern end of the pool have revealed 
large paving stones.  On the southern end, excavation 
have uncovered a large wall and a section of the pool 
from the Old Testament period.  



Archaeology
House of David

A broken inscribed stone 
discovered in 1993-94 during 
excavations at Tel Dan in northern 
Israel.  The unnamed King boasts 
of his victories over the king of 
Israel and his apparent ally the 
king of the “House of David”.  It is 
considered the earliest widely 
accepted reference to the name of 
David outside of the Hebrew Bible.



Archaeology
“King Belshazzar gave a great 
banquet for a thousand of his 
nobles and drank wine with them.  
While Belsahzzar was drinking his 
wine, he gave orders to bring in 
the gold and silver goblets that 
Nebuchanezzzar his father had 
taken from the temple in 
Jerusalem so that the king and his 
nobles, his wives and his 
concubines might drink from 
them.” –Daniel 5:1-2

King Belshazzar



Archaeology

“At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, the men left.   I don’t know 
which way they went.  ‘Go after them quickly.  You may catch up with them.’ 
(But she had taken then up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax 
she had laid out on the roof.)  So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the 
road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone 
out, the gate was shut….. So she let them down by a rope through the window, 
for the house she lived in was part of the city wall.”

Biblical Story of  Jericho
Joshua 2:5,6,7,15; 6:1,5,15,17-18,20,24



Archaeology

“Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came 
in……When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a 
loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man 
straight in….On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and  marched around the city seven 
times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times.  The 
seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the 
people, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the city!  The city and all that is in it are to be 
devoted to the LORD.  Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall 
be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. But you will keep away from the devoted 
things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them…...

Biblical Story of  Jericho



Archaeology

“When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when 
the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and they 
took the city……Then they burned the whole city and everything in it.”

Biblical Story of  Jericho



Ancient Jericho
8000 BCE  -- world’s oldest city
670 feet below seal level – world’s  lowest  city
1400 BCE –destroyed in a conquest

Geographic location made it a key site for anyone 
wishing to conquer the area from the East.
Scholars agree it was violently destroyed.



Ancient Jericho
Flimsy houses were built between the outer and inner 
wall.



Ancient Jericho
The store rooms were full of grain



Matches Biblical Account:
• The city was strongly fortified. 
• The attack occurred just after harvest time in the spring.
• The inhabitants had no opportunity to flee with their 

foodstuffs.
• The siege was short.
• The walls were leveled.
• The city was not plundered.
• The city was burned.



Archaeology
1. Shishak 1 Kings 11:40
2. So 2 Kings 17:4
3. Tirhakah 2Kings 19:9
4. Necho II 2 Chronicles 35:20
5. Hopra Jeremiah 44:30
6. Mesha 2 Kings 3:4-27
7. Habadezer 1 Kings 11:23
8. Hazael 1 Kings 19:15
9. Rezin 2 Kings 15:37
10. Omri 1 Kings 16:16
11. Ahab 1 Kings 16:28
12. Jehu 1 Kings 19:16
13. Joash 2 Kings 13:9
14. Jeroboam II 2 Kings 13:13
15. Menahem 2 Kings 15:14

17. Pekah 2 Kings 15:25
18. Hoshea 2 Kings 15:30
19. Sanballat I Nehemiah 2:10
20. David 1 Samuel 16:13
21. Uzziah 2 Kings 14:21
22. Ahaz 2 Kings 15:38
23. Hezekiah 2 Kings 16:20
24. Manasseh 2 Kings 20:21
25. Hilkiah 2 Kings 22:4
26. Shaphan 2 Kings 22:3
27. Azariah 1 Chronicles 5:39
28. Gemariah Jeremiah 36:10
29. Jehoiachin 2 Kings 24:6
30. Shelemiah Jeremiah 37:3
31. Jehucal Jeremiah 37:3

32. Pashhur Jeremiah 38:1
33. Gedaliah Jeremiah 38:1
34. Shalmaneser V 2 Kings 17:3
35. Sargon II Isaiah 20:1
36. Sennacherib 2 Kings 18:13
37. Esarhaddon 2 Kings 19:37
38. Nebo-sarsekim Jeremiah 39:3
39. Nergal-sharezerJeremiah 39:3
40. Nebuzaradan 2 Kings 25:8

Jeremiah 39:9



Archaeology
41. Evil-merodach 2 Kings 25:27
42. Belshazzar Daniel 5:1
43. Cyrus II 2 Chronicles 36:22
44. Darius I Ezra 4:5
45. Tattenai Ezra 5:3
46. Xerxes I Esther 1:1
47. Artaxerxes I Ezra 4:7
48. Darius II Nothus Nehemiah 12:22
49. Ben-hadad, son of Habadezer 2 Kings 6:24
50. Ben-hadad, son of Hazael 2 Kings13:3
51. Tiglath-pilesar III 2 Kings 15:19
52. Adrammelech 2 Kings 19:37
53. Merodach-baladan II 2 Kings 20:12



Un-designed Coincidences
In the 19th century J.J. Blunt wrote a book called “Un-designed Scriptural 
Coincidences” which gave a summary of 111 different coincidences in the 
Bible with another 22 coincidences between the Gospels and the writings 
of Josephus.  In addition to William Paley’s “Horae Paulinae” contains  
another 82 coincidences between Acts and the Epistles of Paul. 
In order to qualify as an un-designed coincidence the following conditions 
must be satisfied:

1.Independence
2.Insignificance
3.Opacity

4.Unannounced by the writer
5.Consistency



Un-designed Coincidences
John 6: 1-7
Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of 
people followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick.  Then Jesus went up on a 
mountainside and sat down with his disciples.  The Jewish Passover Festival was near. When Jesus looked up and saw a great 
crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  He asked this only to test 
him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.  Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages 
to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”

Luke 9:10-17
When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done.  Then he took them with him and they withdrew 
by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, but the crowds learned about it and followed him.  He welcomed them and spoke 
to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing.”



Other OT Verses
Psalm 8:8  “the birds in the sky, 
and the fish in the sea, all that 
swim in the paths of the seas.”

Matthew Fontine Maury – Father of Oceanography



Other OT Verses
Job 26:7 “He spreads out the 
northern skies over empty 
space; he suspends the earth 
over nothing.”

Outer Space



Other OT Verses
Psalm 36:27-28  “He draws up the 
drops of water, which distill as rain 
to the stream, the clouds pour 
down their moisture and abundant 
showers fall on mankind..”

Hydrologic Cycle-1674 Perault and Marriotte



Other OT Verses
Job 28:5  “Food is grown on the 
earth above, but down below, 
the earth is melted as by fire.”

Earths core.









Atheist Arguments
Existence of evil ……….Question of suffering

Disbelief in the supernatural……….Question of Miracles

Diversity of beliefs……….Take the theology class

Need empirical evidence……….First four classes

First cause – Infinite regression……….First four classes

Science explains the universe……….This class

Harm caused by religion……….Question of Hypocrisy and Violence Class



questions?
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