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Foundation of Class

“….but sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts, always being ready to make a 
defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence,”

--1 Peter 3:15



questions

Does 

GOD
Exist?

Who was

JESUS?

Is the 

Bible 
reliable?

Are 

Miracles 
real?



• Our knowledge is small compared to all knowledge.  It is difficult to 
state with 100% confidence that GOD does not exist.

• The Universe has a beginning:
• Hubble’s Law

• Cosmic Microwave Background Radiation

• Light Elements

• Arguments for Design
• Amount of matter in the universe

• Strong nuclear force

• Over 100 fine-tuned parameters require for life

review

These are all 
secular 
principles 
not 
Christian 
discoveries



• Jesus lived is a fact.
• Tacitus

• Suetonius

• Josephus

• Ancient Historians, Government Officials, Jewish and Gentile Sources

• The Trilemma
• Liar

• Lunatic

• Lord
• Prophecies

• Jesus claimed to be GOD

review



• The Resurrection of Christ – the 
ultimate miracle

• Negated the Swoon Theory

• Negated the Hallucination Theory

• Negated the Conspiracy Theory

review



• Manuscript Evidence

• Archaeological Evidence

• Prophecy

• Statistics

• Other
• Un-designed Coincidences

• OT Verses (Scientific 
Knowledge)

review



questions

Is 

JESUS
the only way?

Why

SUFFERING?

Is salvation by 

FAITH 
too simple?

Why 

HYPOCRISY?
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Not
Exclusive

Christianity 

Is
Exclusive

And 

Wrong

Christianity 

Is
Exclusive

And 

Right
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Christianity is Exclusive
“For GOD so loved the world, that he gave his only SON, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  For GOD did not send his SON into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.  Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not  
believed in the name of the only SON of GOD.”

John 3:16-18



Christianity is Exclusive

“I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; 
for unless you believe that I am HE, you shall die in your 
sins.”

John 8: 24

“JESUS said to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the FATHER, but through ME.”

John 14:6



Christianity is Exclusive
‘By contrast, JESUS did not only teach or expound 
his message.  He was identical with his 
message….He did not just proclaim the truth. He 
said. “I am the truth”. He did not just show a way. 
He said, “I am the way.” He did not just open up 
vistas. He said, “I am the door. I am the Good 
Shepherd. I am the resurrection and the life.’

Ravi Zacharias, Jesus Among Other Gods, 2002



Christianity is Exclusive

Eternal (John 17:5, John 8:58)

Judges (John 5:22)

Life (John 5:21)

Forgives sins (Mark 2:1-12)

Omnipresent (Matthew 28:20)

Knowledge (Matthew 16:21, Luke 6:8)

Power (Matthew 28:18)

Worshipped (John 20:28)

JESUS has the attributes of GOD:
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tolerance

LEGAL 
TOLERANCE

SOCIAL 
TOLERANCE

INTELLECTUAL 
TOLERANCE



tolerance

Virtue vs          Vice



Tolerance/Post Modern
Tolerance used to be the attitude that we took toward one another when 
we disagreed about an important issue; we would agree to treat each other 
with respect, even though we refused to embrace each other’s view on a 
particular topic.

Tolerance is now the act of recognizing and embracing all views as equally 
valuable and true, even though they often make opposite truth claims.  
According to this redefinition of tolerance, anything other than acceptance 
and approval is narrow-minded and bigoted.

J. Warner Wallace, Cold Case Christianity, 2013



https://www.crossroad.to/charts/postmodernity-2.htm

A Christian Modernist…. A Christian Post-Modernist….

Believes in the absolute reality of facts, observation and logic Believes that facts and truth are tainted by the observer

Trusts absolute truth
Reject absolute truth and points out that the assumptions that 

truth are based on

Is a Biblical monotheist and believes in absolute truth
Is a spiritual pluralist and believes all religions require assumptive 

reasoning and are therefore equal

Has a relationship with reality based on attempting to discern the 

absolutes

Has a relationship with the group whose view of reality benefits 

him//her the most

Has faith in a doctrine of absolutism and bases beliefs, values and 

hope on a revealed doctrine

Is a moral relativist and bases beliefs, values and hope on a 

agreed upon doctrine

Seeks objective knowledge (religious, mathematical, historical 

record, etc.) that supports their absolutist doctrine

Seeks objective knowledge and reworks doctrines to include or 

ignore said knowledge

Wants society to follow Biblical or cultural standards which are 

considered inherently correct

Wants to set their own standards and values and believes that 

society should grant as much right to this as possible



https://www.crossroad.to/charts/postmodernity-2.htm

A Christian Modernist…. A Christian Post-Modernist….

Believes that sexual guidelines and boundaries are fixed by 

absolutist doctrine

Believes that humans are free to choose their own sexuality and 

identity

Judges right and wrong by absolute standards
Judges right and wrong upon agreed standards but recognizes 

that those standards may change

Favors a Newtonian view of the universe Favors an Einsteinian view of the Universe

Emphasizes creed or logical proposition Emphasizes story, personal discovery, journey…

Desires to see all embrace the absolutist doctrine Celebrates a diversity of post-modern spirituality.

Sees that Biblical evangelism makes sense
Sees that Biblical truth is relative and dismisses whatever doesn't 

feel compatible with personal journey

Believes that contact with "other gods" is forbidden and that 

promised personal peace and oneness can only come through 

CHRIST

Believes that other gods and cultures can produce ultimate peace 

and oneness to their believers



false assumptions

Exclusive 
=

Wrong

Sincerity
=

Right



Exclusiveness   ≠  Wrong

Exclusivity doesn’t 

make something false, 

nor does it make 

something true.



Sincerity   ≠   Right

Sincerity doesn’t  

make something right 

or wrong.



Sincerity ≠ Right



Sincerity 
≠ Right



Sincerity ≠ Right



Sincerity ≠ Right





Religion Who or what is God? Life or lives? Eternal Destiny?

Judaism
Monotheistic - One God, 

infinite and personal

One life of obedience to the 

Law, then ?

Some believe Paradise with Messiah, 

others do not believe in any kind of 

afterlife

Christianity

Montheistic - Trinity, one God 

existing as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit

One life, then judgment Eternity in Heaven

Islam

Montheistic - Allah, the one 

eternal, omnipotent God, 

unable to be reduced to a 

name

One life, then judgment of 

works on a scale
Eternity in Paradise

Hinduism (views 

differ greatly 

across sects)

Monistic, Pantheistic, 

Polytheistic 

Many reincarnations following 

rules of karma

Nirvana, a oneness with Brahman, 

end of individual

Buddhism (views 

differ greatly 

across sects)

Polytheistic, Pantheistic, 

Atheistic

Many reincarnations following 

rules of karma
Nirvana, a state of nothingness, peace



Religion To achieve eternal destiny?

Any 

other 

ways? Who was Jesus?

Did Jesus die on the cross and was 

he physically resurrected?

Judaism
Turn back to God and live a moral 

life under the Law
No

A wise teacher, perhaps a prophet, 

but not the Messiah of Israel, nor 

divine in any way

He died but was not resurrected

Christianity
Accept Christ's payment on the 

cross for sin
No

Jesus Christ is both fully God and 

fully man, God in human form.
Yes

Islam
Believe in the 5 doctrines of Islam 

and perform the 5 pillars of faith
No

A virgin born, sinless, miracle 

working prophet of God, but not 

divine, and superseded by 

Mohammed

No. A prophet of God would not 

be killed like that. Jesus was taken 

to heaven without being crucified.

Hinduism (views 

differ greatly 

across sects)

Live a pious life, and after a series 

of reincarnations, live a pious life 

in a Hindu family

No

A great son of God like 

Ramakrishna, partly divine, 

perhaps enlightened

No official teaching, but some 

teach that an enightened being 

would have passed peacefully into 

the next phase of existence.

Buddhism (views 

differ greatly 

across sects)

Follow the 4 Noble Truths and the 

Eightfold Path to be released from 

chain of reincarnations

No
An enlightened being like the 

Buddha.

No official teaching, but some 

teach that Jesus "coming alive" in 

his followers hearts is far more 

significant than whatever might or 

might not have happened in 

history.



The Law of 
Non-

Contradiction



Christianity is 
narrow in the 
how not the 

who

“There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither 

slave nor free man, 
there is neither 

male nor female, for 
you are all one in 
CHRIST JESUS.”

Galatians 3:28



Christianity is 
narrow in the 
how not the 

who

“For I am not 
ashamed of the 

Gospel, for it is the 
power of GOD for 

salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to 

the Greek.”

Romans 1:16



Christianity is 
narrow in the 
how not the 

who

“For GOD so loved 
the world, that HE 

gave his only 
begotten SON, that 
whoever believes in 

HIM shall not 
perish, but have 

eternal life.”

John 3:16



Christianity is 
narrow in the 
how not the 

who

“For he himself is 
our peace, who 

made both groups 
into one, and 

broke down the 
barrier of the 
dividing wall.”

Ephesians 2:14



Christianity is 
narrow in the 
how not the 

who

“The Spirit and the 
bride say, ‘Come.’  

And let the one who 
hears say, ‘Come’. 

And let the one who 
is thirsty come; let 

the one who wishes 
take the water of life 

without cost.”

Revelation 22:17



Christianity is 
narrow in the 
how not the 

who

“For there is on 
GOD, and one 
Mediator also 
between GOD 
and men, the 
man CHRIST 

JESUS.”
1 Timothy 2:5
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Uniqueness?

Unique Claims of CHRIST Credentials of CHRIST

Claimed to have power to forgive sins. His sinless life (even his enemies acknowledged this).

Claimed to be sinless. His miracles (power over nature, disease, demons, death).

Claimed to fulfill Old Testament messianic prophecies His unique character and teaching.

Claimed that he would rise from the dead and raise all men. His fulfillment of hundreds of messianic prophecies.

Claimed tht he would come again and judge the world. His power to change lifes.

Claimed to be the exclusive way to salvation. His resurrection from the dead.



“We all, like sheep, have gone astray.”
Isaiah 53:6



next week

Is 

JESUS
the only way?

Why

SUFFERING?

Is salvation by 

FAITH 
too simple?

Why 

HYPOCRISY?



questions?


