
questionsgot



Foundation of Class

“….but sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts, always being ready to make a 
defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence,”

--1 Peter 3:15



review
Questions typically revolve around:

Who was

JESUS?

We addressed those AND discussed 10 (showed 55) prophecies that were fulfilled 
by JESUS from the Old Testament. (probability of 1 in 100 quadrillion)

Was he a real person?
OR

Was he just a good moral teacher?
OR

Did he claim to be GOD?



questions

Does 

GOD
Exist?

Who was

JESUS?

Is the 

Bible 
reliable?

Are 

Miracles 
real?





What is a

Miracle ?

Are they 

Important
?

As one ever

Occurred?

Are  they 

Possible?

miracles?



what are they

A phenomenon that appears in space-
time history that is so radically different 
from the ordinary operations of nature 

that its observers are justified in 
attributing it to the direct intervention 

of a supernatural agent.
--I’m Glad you Asked, pg 44



are they important
“But if it is preached that CHRIST has been raised from the 
dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of 
the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not 
even Christ has been raised. And if CHRIST has not been 
raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  More 
than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about GOD, 
for we have testified abou GOD that he raised CHRIST from 
the dead…. And if CHRIST has not been raised, your faith is 
futile; you are still in your sins…. If only for this life we have 
hope in CHRIST, we are to be pitied more than all men.”

1 Corinthians 15:12-19



are they possible
Some, like philosopher David Hume, (1711-1776) 
have argued that miracles are not possible 
because they would “violate” the laws of nature.

But natural laws don’t prescribe what has to 
happen – they only describe what we observe.  
Some laws of nature supersede other laws.



are they possible

The real question is the question of 
the existence of GOD.

If there is a GOD who can act, 
then acts of GOD are possible.



have they occurred

“The resurrection of JESUS CHRIST, the 
central fact of world history, withstands 
rational analysis precisely because the 
evidence is so persuasive…I am convinced 
this verdict would stand in nearly any 
modern court of law.”

Richard Duncan, professor of law at Notre Dame and NYU



have they occurred
“I have been used for many years to study the histories 
of other times, and to examine and weigh the evidence 
of those who have written about them, and I know of 
no one fact in the history of mankind which is proved 
by better and fuller evidence of every sort, to the 
understanding of a fair inquirer than the great sign 
which GOD hath given us that CHRIST died and rose 
again from the dead.”

Thomas Arnold (1795-1842) Professor of History at Oxford
From Sermons on the Christian Life – Its Hopes, Its Fears, Its Close, p 324



have they occurred
“On that greatest point we are not merely 
asked to have faith.  In its favour as living 
truth there exists such overwhelming 
evidence, positive and negative, factual and 
circumstantial, that no intelligent jury in the 
world could fail to bring in a verdict that the 
resurrection story is true.”

Lord Darling, Chief Justice of England
From Michael Green Man Alive, p 53, 54



have they occurred

“…according to my opinion, the 
resurrection…(is) a fact of history…. 
Without the resurrection of JESUS, 
after Golgotha there would not have 
been any Christianity….”

Pinchas Lapide, Jewish New Testament scholar



have they occurred
“In all, 45 ancient extra-biblical sources validate the 
historicity of JESUS, his crucifixion, and his resurrection.  
Of the 45 sources, 18 specifically record the 
resurrection, while an additional eleven more provide 
relevant facts surrounding this occurrence.”

Gary Habermas, The Historical Jesus, p 253



If the resurrection of JESUS 
happened…..the greatest 

miracle of all…then miracles 
can happen.

have they occurred



Hallucination
apostles deceived

Swoon
JESUS did 

not
die on cross

Conspiracy
apostles deceivers

the resurrection
the nays



did JESUS die on the cross?



did JESUS die on the cross?

It is not a knowledgeable 
statement to contend JESUS 

was alive after the 
crucifixion.



were the apostles deceived?

hallucination



were the apostles deceived?
There are too many witnesses

Hallucinations are private, individual, subjective.



were the apostles deceived?
The witnesses were qualified
They were simple, honest, moral people who had 
firsthand knowledge of the facts.

The 500 saw CHRIST together, at 
the same time and place.

Five hundred separate Elvis sightings may be 
dismissed, but if five hundred simple fishermen in 
Maine saw, touched, and talked with him at once, 
in the same town, that would be a different 
matter.

Hallucination usually last a few 
seconds, or minutes, rarely hours.

Definitely not 40 days.

Not only was it unexpected, they 
didn’t even believe it at first.

Neither Peter, not the women, nor Thomas, not 
the eleven.  They thought he was a ghost; he had 
to eat something to prove he was not.

They spoke with him and he  
spoke back.

Figments of your imagination do not hold 
profound, extended conversations with you unless 
you have the kind of mental disorder that isolates 
you.  -- This  ‘hallucination’ conversed with at least 
eleven people at once, for 40 days.



conspiracy

were the apostles deceivers?



were the apostles deceivers?



were the apostles deceivers?

If they made it up, they 
were the most creative, 

clever, intelligent 
fantasists in history, far 

surpassing Shakespeare, 
Dante or Tolkien.

FISH 
STORY



were the apostles deceivers?
They were simple, honest, common men…not cunning and conniving liars.

They 
preached a 
resurrected 
CHRIST and 
they lived a 
resurrected 

CHRIST.



were the apostles deceivers?

Fear Despair Runaway 
CowardiceConfusion

transformed



were the apostles deceivers?



“One cannot imagine how such a series of legends could arise in 
an historical age, obtain universal respect, and supplant the 
historical recollection of the true character [JESUS]….if 
eyewitnesses were still at hand who could be questioned 
respecting the truth of the recorded marvels.  Hence, legendary 
fiction, as it likes not the clear present time but prefers the 
mysterious gloom of gray antiquity, it wont to see a remoteness 
of age, along with that of space, and to remove it boldest and 
most rare and wonderful creations into a very remote and 
unknown land.” 

were the apostles deceivers?

Julius Muller, The Theory of Myths in Its Applications to the Gospel 
History Examined and Confuted, pg 26)



“One cannot imagine how such a series of legends could arise in 
an historical age, obtain universal respect, and supplant the 
historical recollection of the true character [JESUS]….if 
eyewitnesses were still at hand who could be questioned 
respecting the truth of the recorded marvels.  Hence, legendary 
fiction, as it likes not the clear present time but prefers the 
mysterious gloom of gray antiquity, it wont to see a remoteness 
of age, along with that of space, and to remove it boldest and 
most rare and wonderful creations into a very remote and 
unknown land.” 

CHALLENGE:  Muller challenged his 
nineteenth-century contemporaries to 
produce a single example anywhere in 

history of a great myth or legend arising 
around a historical figure and being 

generally believed within thirty years 
after that figure’s death.  No one has ever 

answered him.

were the apostles deceivers?

Julius Muller, The Theory of Myths in Its Applications to the Gospel 
History Examined and Confuted, pg 26)



were the apostles deceivers?
No Body ever produced.

The Gospels were written in 
such a temporal and 
geographical proximity to the 
events they record that it 
would be almost impossible 
to fabricate events….The fact 
that the disciples were able 
to proclaim the resurrection 
in Jerusalem in the face of 
their enemies a few weeks 
after the crucifixion shows 
that what they proclaimed 
was true,  for they could 
never have proclaimed the 
resurrection (and been 
believed) under such 
circumstances had it not 
occurred.   William Lane 
Craig.



questions

Are 

Miracles 
real?



have they occurred
There are 12 historical facts about the resurrection that 
are allowed by “practically all critical scholars, whatever 
their school of thought.” These facts are considered 
“knowable history.”



have they occurred
1. JESUS died due to crucifixion.
2. JESUS was buried, probably in a private tomb.
3. The disciples became bereaved and discouraged, losing 

hope.
4. JESUS’ tomb was found empty very soon afterwards.
5. The disciples had real experiences that they thought were 

appearances of the risen JESUS.
6. As a result, the disciples were completely transformed, 

even to the point of being willing to die for their faith.



have they occurred
7. The disciples’ proclamation of the resurrection began 

shortly afterwards, at a very early date.
8. The disciples’ initial resurrection preaching occurred in 

Jerusalem, where all these events had occurred.
9. The early Gospel message centered on JESUS’ death and 

resurrection.
10. The Christian church was birthed about this same time, 

with Sunday being the primary worship day.



have they occurred
11. James, JESUS’ brother and a skeptic during JESUS’ life, 

was converted after he thought he also saw an 
appearance of  the risen JESUS.

12. A few years later, Saul of Tarsus (Paul) became a Christian, 
based on a real experience that he also thought was an 
appearance of the risen JESUS.

You can disbelieve the resurrection, but 
you can’t disprove it.



questions?
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