
Family Group Outline – May 7, 2023 
 
WELCOME: Is there a birthday you remember – yours or another’s? What was so special about that 
birthday? 
 
 
WORSHIP: “Christ: Our Hope in Life and Death” 
 
 
WHAT WE BELIEVE: We believe that a visible local Church is a congregation of baptized believers, 
associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; 
governed by his Word, and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by his Word; that 
its only scriptural officers are Elders (or Pastors), and Deacons (or Church Servants), whose 
qualifications, claims, and duties are defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus as well as Acts and 1 
Peter. 1 Cor. 1:1-13; Matt. 18:17; Acts 5:11; 8:1; 11:31; 1 Cor. 4:17; 14:23; 3 John 9; 1 Tim. 3:5;  
Acts 2:41-42; 2 Cor. 8:5; Acts 2:47; 1 Cor. 5:12-13; 1 Cor. 11:2; 2 Thess. 3:6; Rom. 16:17-20;  
1 Cor. 11:23; Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor 5:6; 2 Cor. 2:7; 1 Cor. 4:17; Matt. 28:20; John 14:15;  
15:12; 1 John 4:21; John 14:21; 1 Thess. 4.2; 2 John 6. 
 
 
WISDOM: “The only leap of faith we are to take is out of the darkness and into the light. When we 
become Christians, we do not leave our mind in the parking lot. We are called to think according to the 
Word of God, to seek the mind of Christ and an understanding of the things set forth in sacred 
Scripture.” – R.C. Sproul 
 
 
WORD: The Core Ability of the Disciple-Maker: Readiness – 1 Peter 3:15 
Pastor Jon began a series encouraging us as a church to get moving on our task to make disciples. If the 
core task is obedience, we discovered that the core attitude is trust. We are to be like this farmer who 
sowed seed and slept. He trusted in the Word and Power of God to cause life.  
 

Suggested questions: 
1. Read 1 Peter 3:15. Was there anything that particularly challenged, impacted, or confused you 

from this Sunday’s message?  
 

2. Which volunteer would be willing to share what the gospel is? What elements do you think are 
necessary for a faithful defense of the message of Jesus Christ? 
 

3. List and read the verses you think would be good to remember when sharing the gospel to 
someone. 

 
 
LET’S PRAY: Pray, today, for the lost folks to whom we are all, as a church gong to in order to make 
disciples. Perhaps pray over the list of folk your family group is thinking about in terms of making 
disciples. 
 
 
DIGGING DEEPER: The Attitude of Apologetics 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/attitude-apologetics 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Christ Our Hope In Life And Death 
Verse 1 
What is our hope in life and death - Christ alone, Christ alone 
What is our only confidence - That our souls to Him belong 
Who holds our days within His hand - What comes apart from His command 
And what will keep us to the end - The love of Christ in which we stand 
  
Chorus 
O sing hallelujah - Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah - Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 
  
Verse 2 
What truth can calm the troubled soul - God is good, God is good 
Where is His grace and goodness known- In our great Redeemer's blood 
Who holds our faith when fears arise - Who stands above the stormy trial 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh - Unto the shore, the rock of Christ 
  
Repeat Chorus 
  
Verse 3 
Unto the grave what will we sing - Christ He lives, Christ He lives 
And what reward will heaven bring - Everlasting life with Him 
There we will rise to meet the Lord - Then sin and death will be destroyed 
And we will feast in endless joy - When Christ is ours forevermore 
  
Repeat Chorus 2x 
  
Tag 
Now and ever we confess, Christ our hope in life and death 
 
  



The Attitude of Apologetics 
By Burk Parsons on Ligonier.org 
 

When people first hear the word apologetics, they typically think of our modern use of the 
word apology. They often conclude that the task of apologetics is apologizing for the Christian 
faith as if to say we are sorry for our faith. However, the word apologetics derives from the 
Greek word apologia, which means “to give an answer” or “to make a defense.” Apologetics is 
not an apology, it’s an answer—a defense of what we believe. In his first epistle, Peter writes, 
“In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
respect” (1 Peter 3:15). In his commentary on 1 Peter, Dr. R.C. Sproul writes: 
Our preparation is to make us ready to give a defense and a reason for the hope that is in us… . 
If your neighbor says, “I notice that you are a Christian. What is it that you believe?” are you 
ready to explain not only what you believe but why you believe it? Some Christians tell those 
who inquire that we simply take a leap of faith with no bother about the credibility or the 
rational character of the truth claims of the Bible, but that response goes against the teaching of 
this text. The only leap of faith we are to take is out of the darkness and into the light. When we 
become Christians, we do not leave our mind in the parking lot. We are called to think 
according to the Word of God, to seek the mind of Christ and an understanding of the things set 
forth in sacred Scripture. 
God calls us to be ready to make a defense for the hope that is in us, but notice that He calls us 
to do it with gentleness and respect. Apologetics isn’t just for some Christians, it is for all 
Christians. We all must know what we believe, why we believe it, and how to live it.
 


