Family Group Outline – April 26th, 2026

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT MBC: 

1. Our monthly prayer meeting is next Saturday at 8:30pm in the multi-purpose room. All are invited to join us.

2. This Sunday, after the Sunday school hour, there will be an informational meeting for our upcoming Youth Summer Camp in the upper room. Parents, leaders and youth are encouraged to attend.

3. Registration is open for volunteers for VBS on July 13-17. Please fill out the online form if you’re interested!

4. To prepare for the preaching of the word on this coming Lord’s Day, we would encourage you to meditate on the passage ahead of time. This Sunday’s sermon will be from Jude 17-23.

WHAT WE BELIEVE: Of the Way of Salvation - We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through the mediating offices of the Son of God. Jesus Christ, who by the appointment of the Father, freely took upon himself our nature, yet without sin, honored the divine law by his personal obedience, and by his death made a full atonement for our sins. We believe that He was raised from the dead and He is now enthroned in heaven, seated next to the Father, and, uniting in His wonderful person the tender sympathies with divine perfections, He is in every way qualified to be a suitable, compassionate, and an all-sufficient Savior. Eph. 2:5; Matt. 18:11; 1 John 4:10; 1 Cor. 3:5-7; Acts 15:11; John 3:16; 1:1-14; Heb. 4:14; 12:24; Phil. 2:6-7; Heb. 2:9, 14; 2 Cor. 5:21; Isa. 42:21; Phil. 2:8; Gal. 4:4-5; Rom. 3:21; Isa. 53:4-5; Matt. 20:28; Rom. 4:25; 3:21-26; 1 John 4:10; 2:2; 1 Cor. 15:1-3; Heb. 9:13-15; Heb. 1:8, 3; 8:1; Col. 3:1-4; Heb. 7:25; Col. 2:9; Heb. 2:18; 7:26; Psa. 89:19; Psa. 14.


WISDOM: “It is the dogma that is the drama—not beautiful phrases, nor comforting sentiments, nor vague aspirations to loving-kindness and uplift, nor the promise of something nice after death—but the terrifying assertion that the same God who made the world, lived in the world and passed through the grave and gate of death. Show that to the heathen, and they may not believe it; but at least they may realize that here is something that a man might be glad to believe.” – Dorothy Sayers

WORD: “The Beginning of Hope”, 1 Corinthians 15:1-5

Suggested questions:
1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-5. Was there anything that particularly challenged, impacted, or confused you from this Sunday’s message?

2. Why is the Gospel of first importance to Christians? What happens when the Gospel is not of first importance?

3. What are things that can become “of first importance” in place of the Gospel?


DIGGING DEEPER: Of First Importance: The Priority of the Cross and the Empty Tomb
https://albertmohler.com/2017/04/14/first-importance-priority-cross-empty-tomb/ 
Of First Importance: The Priority of the Cross and the Empty Tomb
Albert Mohler
The Christian faith is not a mere collection of doctrines — a bag of truths. Christianity is a comprehensive truth claim that encompasses every aspect of revealed doctrine, but is centered in the gospel of Jesus Christ. And, as the apostolic preaching makes clear, the gospel is the priority.
The Apostle Paul affirms this priority when he writes to the Christians in Corinth. In the opening verses of 1 Corinthians 15, Paul sets out his case.
Paul points directly to the events of the cross and resurrection of Christ. He is not concerned with just any gospel, but with the only gospel that saves. This is “the gospel I preached to you,” Paul reminds the Corinthians. The same Paul who so forcefully warned the Galatians against accepting any false gospel reminds the church at Corinth that the very “gospel I preached to you” is the gospel “by which you are being saved.” Their stewardship of the gospel is underlined in Paul’s words, “if you hold fast to the word I preached to you.”
Paul’s statement of priority is a vital corrective for our confused times. Without hesitation, Paul writes with urgency about the truths that are “as of first importance.” All revealed truth is vital, invaluable, life-changing truth to which every disciple of Christ is fully accountable. But certain truths are of highest importance, and that is the language Paul uses without qualification.
And what is of first importance? “That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,” and “that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” The cross and the empty tomb stand at the center of the Christian faith. Without these, there is no good news — no salvation.
Paul gets right to the heart of the matter in setting out those truths that are “of first importance.” Following his example, we can do no less. These twin truths remain “as of first importance,” and no sermon is complete without the explicit affirmation of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. So it was then, so it is now, and so it ever shall be until Christ claims his church.
As Paul reminded the Corinthians — and now instructs us — the gospel is at the center of our faith, and the cross and the empty tomb are at the center of the gospel. “So we preach, and so you believed,” Paul encourages us. [1 Cor. 15:11]
May the power of the cross and the victory of the empty tomb fill every pulpit, every pew, and every Christian heart — and may the Good News of the gospel be received with joy by sinners in need of a Savior.


1 Corinthians 15:1-5
1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
