
Family Group Outline – August 31st, 2025 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT MBC:  
 

1. Our monthly Prayer Meeting is this Saturday, September 6th at 8:30am in the Multi-Purpose 
Room. All are welcome to come and pray! 
 

2. Adventure Club leader training is this Sunday, September 7th, following Sunday school. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to JayDee and Dara Kollasch. 

 
3. All members are invited to a special Member meeting on September 14th at 6:30pm. Similar to 

our annual meeting, the Elders will communicate plans for the future, and members will have 
an opportunity to ask questions and affirm the Elders’ continuing leadership. 
 

4. This Fall, the men and women of MBC will gather during the Sunday School hour to hear what 
the book of Proverbs says about self-discipline, marriage, and parenting. Join us for our first 
session on September 21st, as we look to see what the book of Proverbs says about the 
search for wisdom. 
 

5. To prepare for the preaching of the word on this coming Lord’s Day, we would encourage you 
to meditate on the passage ahead of time. The worship service’s sermon will be from 1 
Corinthians 8:1-13. 

WHAT WE BELIEVE: We believe that the end of the world is approaching; that at the last day Christ 
will descend from heaven, and raise the dead from the grave to final retribution; that a solemn 
separation will then take place; that the wicked will be adjudged to endless punishment, and the 
righteous to endless joy; and that this judgment will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or 
hell, on principles of righteousness. 1 Pet. 4:7; 1 Cor. 7:29-31; Heb. 1:10-12; Matt. 24:35; 1 John 
2:17; Matt. 28:20; 13:39-40; 2 Pet. 3:3-13; Acts 1:11; Rev. 1:7; Heb. 9:28; Acts 3:21; 1 Thess. 4:13-
18; 5:1-11; Acts 24:15; 1 Cor. 15:12-59; Luke 14:14; Dan. 12:2; John 5:28-29; 6:40; 11:25-26; 2 Tim. 
1:10; Acts 10:42; Matt. 13:49, 37-43; 24:30-31; 25:31-33; Matt. 25:35-41; Rev. 22:11; 1 Cor. 6:9-10; 
Mark 9:43-48; 2 Pet. 2:9; Jude 7; Phil. 3:19; Rom. 6:32; 2 Cor. 5:10-11; John 4:36; 2 Cor. 4:18; Rom. 
3:5-6; 2 Thess. 1:6-12; Heb. 6:1-2; 1 Cor. 4:5; Acts 17:31; Rom. 2:2-16; Rev. 20:11-12; 1 John 2:28; 
4:17. 
 
WISDOM: “That only is worth my having which I can have forever. That only is worth my grasping 
which death cannot tear out of my hand.” – C.H. Spurgeon 

WORD: “Contemplating Singleness”, 1 Corinthians 7:25-40. 
 

Suggested questions: 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 7:25-40. Was there anything that particularly challenged, impacted, or 

confused you from this Sunday’s message? 
 

2. Why can it be challenging to differentiate our advice and opinions from Scriptural mandates 
and declarations? Why is it necessary? 

 
3. How is the personal freedom that Paul prioritizes distinct from the personal freedom that the 

world cherishes? Why is it important to preserve this good freedom in ourselves and others? 
 

DIGGING DEEPER: My Most Common Pastoral Counsel 
https://www.challies.com/articles/my-most-common-pastoral-counsel 



My Most Common Pastoral Counsel 
Tim Challies 

Among my responsibilities as an elder/pastor within a local church is meeting with 
people to offer counsel and guidance. I have never lost the wonder of being given so sobering a 
privilege—to listen to people as they share their deep sorrows or ask their big questions and to 
then attempt to bring the Word of God to bear in wisdom, comfort, and direction. 

I recently spent some time pondering the situations that seem to arise on a regular basis. 
While some circumstances are entirely unique, many more have a number of similarities 
between them. And as I pondered these, I realized that the most common counsel I offer is this: 
Stop thinking in terms of “should” and “ought” and start thinking in terms of “wise” and 
“want.” 

When Christians meet trials and difficulties or when they come to hard decisions or forks 
in the road, they naturally want to know “How do I please God in this situation?” This is a 
wonderful instinct and a very good question to ask. Christians should always be concerned to do 
what God commands and to avoid what God forbids. I love to hear, “I want to honor God in my 
decision. I want to bring glory to him in my situation.” 

Yet in most of life, God does not give us clear commands. A parent may tell his child, 
“go and play in the yard.” The parent doesn’t care what game the child plays, as long as he stays 
inside the fence. And kind of like that, God sets the moral boundaries and then gives us great 
freedom within them. We like to ask “should” questions: Should I join this church or that one? 
Should I go to this college or that one? Should I pursue this potential spouse or that one? Should 
I have this number of children or that number? We use the word “should” very naturally when 
we ask such questions, yet that word can trip us up because it implies that there is some level of 
moral rightness and wrongness in our situation, that there is one way that will please God and 
other that will displease him—one way that will gain his blessing and another that will lead to 
some kind of negative consequence. We then look for clear guidance from God and hesitate 
when we fail to receive it. 

Something I often say is “What if God doesn’t really care?” I am deliberately overstating 
the matter and need to explain myself, of course. But what I mean to convey is that God may 
not be too concerned about which decision you make—not concerned enough, that is, to reveal 
it to you. After all, God is our Father and a father supports his children. If a dad tells his child to 
go out in the yard and play, he doesn’t want his child to plead to tell him whether to play tag, 
hide-and-seek, or catch. He just wants his child to play—to play whatever game delights his 
heart in that moment. 

And like that, God wants us to live. He wants us to make our own decisions. He provides 
the boundaries of his will in those matters the Bible makes clear, but then leaves it to us to 
operate according to wisdom and desire. He leaves it to us to evaluate the wisest course of 
action and then to consider our desires—wisdom and desires that have been shaped by the 
Word and molded by the Spirit. 



And so my most common pastoral counsel is designed to help people stop thinking they 
need to make their decisions on the basis of what they should do or ought to do but to instead 
make decisions on the basis of what’s wise and what they want. Observing that they have 
inadvertently made the moral will of God much more expansive than it actually is, I help them 
see how they are already within the boundaries of what God has revealed and that he is now 
pleased to give them freedom—freedom to choose many different paths and be sure of his 
blessing no matter which one they take. In other words, they need to stop thinking in terms of 
“should” and “ought” and start thinking in terms of “wise” and “want.” 


