Family Group Outline - July 13", 2025

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT MBC:

1. Our next Communion Sunday is July 27". We will be welcoming New Members, observing
Baptism and the Lord’s Table and sharing a potluck meal together. If you are interested in
membership, please fill out the visitor’s card at the Welcome Desk.

2. MBC’s “Who We Are” Identity, Theology & Practice class will be meeting at 11:00am in the
Sanctuary this Sunday.

3. To prepare for the preaching of the word on this coming Lord’s Day, we would encourage you
to meditate on the passage ahead of time. The worship service’s sermon will be from 1
Corinthians 6:12-14.

WHAT WE BELIEVE: We believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ secures to such as
believe in him is Justification; that Justification includes the pardon of sin, and the promise of eternal
life on principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of any works of
righteousness which we have done, but solely through God-given faith in Jesus Christ, his person
and work; by virtue of which faith, his perfect righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that it
brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God, and secures every other blessing
needful for time and eternity. John 1:16; Eph. 3:8; Acts 13:39; Isa. 3:11-12; Rom. 8:1; Rom. 5:9;
Zech. 13:1; Matt. 9:6; Acts 10:43; Rom. 5:17; Titus 3:5-6; 1 Pet. 3:7; 1 John 2:25; Rom. 5:21; Rom.
4:4-5; 5:21; 6:28; Phil. 3:7-9; Rom. 5:19; 3:24-26; 4:23-25; 1 John 2:12; Rom. 5:1-3, 11; 1 Cor. 1:30-
31; Matt. 6:33; 1 Tim. 4:8.

WISDOM: “Sire, it is... the lot of the Church of God to endure blows, and not to strike them. But
also, remember that the gospel is an anvil that has worn out many hammers.” - Theodore Beza
WORD: “Resolving Conflict in the Church, Part 2”, 1 Corinthians 6:7-11

Suggested questions:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 6:7-11. Was there anything that particularly challenged, impacted, or

confused you from this Sunday’s message?

2. When someone offends you, how should you decide whether you will overlook the offense or
address it? If you do need to address it, how should you do that?

3. How does God'’s justice guide our conflict? How does God’s love guide our conflict?

DIGGING DEEPER: Overlooking an Offense

www.challies.com/christian-living/overlooking-an-offense/




Overlooking an Offense
Tim Challies

Last week I solicited questions from the readers of this site, looking for good ideas for
future blog posts. I received almost 100 responses, many of which asked really good questions.
In the coming weeks and months I will attempt to answer many of them. I begin today with this
one: “How do you discern when to take something up with a person and when is it something to
just let go (is it ever right to just “let it go?).”

There are a couple of Scripture verses that seem especially and immediately applicable to
this question. Proverbs 17:14 says, “The beginning of strife is like letting out water, so quit
before the quarrel breaks out.” This tells me that there are some situations in which strife is
unnecessary and even unhelpful. A couple of chapters later we read “Good sense makes one
slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense” (Proverbs 19:11). Put these verses
together and we realize that we are not required by God to confront a person every time he or
she offends us. In fact, there are times when we should not confront a person. And honestly, if
every person | have offended confronted me every time I sin against them in some way, I would
be an awfully busy guy. There are times when the best course of action is to leave our offenses
between the offender and God.

So now the question before us is this: when do we confront and when do we overlook? I
am going to follow, roughly at least, the logic Chris Brauns uses in his excellent book
Unpacking Forgiveness (If you haven’t bought a copy of this book yet, you really ought to do
so. It’s a wonderful guide for situations like this one).

1. Examine Yourself

Before you do anything else, you will want to examine yourself. You will want to see if
there 1s some log in your eye that you have missed in all the fixation on the speck in your
neighbor’s eye (Matthew 7:3-5). You will want to examine your motives to determine why it is
that you may desire confrontation (or perhaps why you desire to avoid confrontation). Are you
angry and seeking revenge? Do you harbor a grudge against the person and feel like you can
only ease this burden by telling him of his offense against you? Will you only feel better after
you inflict guilt upon him? As you focus on your own sin and on your motives, you may find
that the desire to pursue confrontation fades in the light of God’s holiness and in the darkness of
ungodly motives.

2. Examine Yourself Again: Are You Right?

You have now established that your motives are pure and that you are not overlooking a
similar sin in your own life. Now you will want to examine yourself to ensure that you are right
in this matter. Have you looked for Scriptural principles to determine if you have truly been
sinned against? Is there clear violation of a Scriptural principle here, or are you dealing with a
gray area? If you find that this is a gray area where there is no clear definition of right or wrong,
it may well be best to simply put the matter aside.



3. Determine the Importance

If you have passed through the first two filters and still believe this is an issue worthy of
confrontation, you will want to consider just how important a matter this is. Are we dealing here
with a matter of preference or a matter of objective right and wrong? Is this an issue that will
have long-term ramifications or something that will not much matter one way or the other? Are
you making dogma out of personal preference? If, upon examination, you determine that this
matter is not of great importance or that it is more about preference than anything else, just let it

go.

4. Look for Patterns

There are times that we sin in a way that is out of character for us. For example, you may
be consistently punctual but then, one day, show up late for an important meeting. In such a
case it would probably not be worth my while addressing this offense. However, if you are
constantly showing up late for even the most important meetings, this may be a matter I should
address with you. It may still not be an area of sin (perhaps traffic is wildly unpredictable or
you have a young child who is waking you up all night long, making it difficult for you to
spring out of bed). Either way, we often do better to confront patterns of sin or offense than
isolated incidents (though, obviously, with more egregious offenses we may need to confront
them immediately).

5. Be Sensitive

Before approaching the person who has offended you, ensure that you are being sensitive
to his or her unique situation. There may be stresses or strains in that person’s life that are
causing him or her to act out in ways that are atypical. In such a situation you are not excusing
the person’s sin but, rather, understanding that difficult times can cause even the finest Christian
to act out in ways that are unusual for him. Adding the burden of confrontation may not be the
wise or sensitive thing to do at that moment.

Whether or not you choose to confront may well also depend on your relationship to the
person who has offended you. There are some relationships that are more likely to bring about
good results. For example, only with great hesitation would I ever directly confront a woman
and even then only if she was a good friend. However, I have friends who are eager and willing
to hear of sin in their lives and who would appreciate such counsel or loving confrontation.

6. Seek Counsel

It may be valuable to seek the counsel of other mature Christians before pursuing
confrontation. You will want to ensure that this is not simply an opportunity to gossip and vent,
after which you will feel better and let the matter drop. But discreetly seeking wise counsel may
be a very good way of “error-checking” your assessment of the previous four steps.

If, after such an assessment of your own heart, the offender, and the offense, you still feel
confrontation is necessary, you will want to pursue forgiveness and reconciliation in the way
Jesus outlines in Matthew 18.



However, far more often than not, I think you will find it is wise to let the matter go. And
here you will need to release your pride and outrage. You will need to be willing to let the
matter well and truly drop, not telling others about it and not letting it fill your mind and
outrage your heart. It is the glory of a man to overlook an offense; it is a foolish and prideful
man who feels every little offense is worthy of confrontation.



