
Family Group Outline – August 01, 2021 

 

WELCOME:  What are your most and least favorite summer Olympic events? 

 

WORSHIP IN MUSIC:  How Firm a Foundation 

 

WEEKLY WISDOM:  “Where is the man or woman in the whole catalogue of the Book of Life, that will 

ever be able to say more than this, "I obtained mercy"? What is the glorious company of the apostles, the 

goodly fellowship of the prophets, the noble army of martyrs—what are they all but pardoned sinners? 

Surely there is but one conclusion to be arrived at—We are all great sinners, and we all need a great 

forgiveness.” – J. C. Ryle 

 

WORD:  Rescue One Another as Children; Matthew 18:21-35 

“When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  And should not you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, 

until he should pay all his debt.  So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother from your heart.” [Matthew 18:31-35; ESV] 

 

This Sunday we were truly blessed with a time of communion with one another and with God as we 

gathered to give Him worship and to celebrate the Lord’s Table.  Pastor Jon wrapped up his multi-part 

sermon on “Christians as Children” with a timely and impactful message about forgiving one another.  In 

Matthew 18, Jesus was teaching His followers how to treat one another in the church, particularly how to 

respond when someone in the church has sinned against you.  We need this instruction, don’t we?  

Without the word of God teaching, reproving, correcting, and training us in righteousness, we would likely 

react to sin against us in a sinful way.  As we meet in our small groups this week (HOORAY!!!), let’s spend 

some time discussing how to “foster the heart of forgiveness.” 

 

Suggested questions: 

1. Looking back at your notes from Sunday’s sermon, was there anything that particularly impacted, 

challenged or confused you? 

 

2. Read Matthew 18:21-35.  In what ways did Jesus’ parable of the unforgiving servant answer Peter’s 

question about how often he should forgive the brother who sins against him? 

 

3. In verses 21-27, what was the point of Jesus using such an astronomical figure as 10,000 talents of debt 

that was owed to the king?  How does a right understanding of our debt to the King of kings shape our 

love and worship of Him?  How does it impact our forgiveness of others? 

 

4. Read Ephesians 4:30-32.  How does Paul’s instruction to the Ephesians support Jesus’ teaching in 

Matthew 18?  What are some practical steps we can take to “make forgiveness a way of life”? 

 

5. What do you think the impact would be on the world around us if we were better at forgiving? 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:   Saturday, August 7th at 8:30AM – Prayer meeting @ MBC 

 



DIGGING DEEPER: https://printer.gotquestions.net/GeneratePF?articleId=34609 

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/the-mandate-to-forgive/ 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/erik-raymond/common-questions-christians-ask-forgiveness/ 

https://youtu.be/f3WA83YiZsM 

 

 

How Firm A Foundation  

 

How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word 

What more can He say than to you He hath said 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled 

 

Fear not I am with thee O be not dismayed 

For I am thy God I will still give thee aid 

I'll strengthen thee help thee 

And cause thee to stand 

Upheld by My gracious omnipotent hand 

 

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie 

My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply 

The flames shall not hurt thee I only design 

Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine 

 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 

I will not I will not desert to its foes 

That soul though all hell should endeavor to shake 

I'll never no never no never forsake 
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