
January Newsletter - 2022 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

On January 19, my family will pack up and head for North Carolina on Sabbatical. I want to   

reiterate just how grateful I am to you as a congregation for allowing me this opportunity! Not 

only am I excited for me and my family, but I’m truly excited for you to get a break from me. 

And I mean that! I am excited for you to get to sit under the preaching and care of two very      

experienced shepherds and to enjoy a different style of preaching from different voices. This is 

good and healthy to have a break from the ‘sameness’ of one voice. In addition, there will be 

more info out about projects for your part of this Sabbatical soon!  

I want to answer a few anticipated questions:  

What if someone dies? Would you return for any funerals? I am taking a fairly firm approach to 

this and giving a blanket ‘no.’ The men coming to serve in my place will be a true blessing 

this area as they’ve walked alongside many grieving families.  

How much contact will you have with us? I intend to still send my monthly note to give you a 

little glimpse into how things are going and what we’ve been up to; however, in general, 

we plan to have minimal contact.  

Where will you be living? We will be just south of Uptown Charlotte, NC in a rented and      

fully-furnished three-bedroom ‘bungalow.’  

Are you taking the dogs? How could we leave behind two children? Willow and Lucy will have 

a nice fenced-in backyard, though Willow might be the only one of us who truly misses the 

snow.  

Are you just trying to get out of a South Dakota winter? Wow, I just about didn’t realize that the 

months of this Sabbatical line up with the thick of winter. What a pleasant surprise!  

Will you be preaching during Sabbatical? Not at all. One thing I most look forward to is just a 

short stretch of time where I sit in church with my family - and Katie is looking forward to 

a husband who can actually leave with a crying child!  

When do you come back? We plan to start back not long after the final day of class, May 10. 

May 22 will be my first Sunday back preaching.  

Will you want to come back? One certain outcome of this sabbatical will be a new appreciation 

and eagerness to return to our true home – Platte! And life with no traffic. 

What should we pray for? First, for me I’m asking that you pray that I find new riches in Christ, 

that I experience real emotional rest, and that my zeal for ministry would be renewed. Pray 

for our family to have rich time together, and to be safe while traveling and living in a new 

and strange urban area.    

We will be in prayer for you, and appreciate that you pray for our renewal as well.  

In grace and peace,  

Pastor Drew  




