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“The Values of  Platte CRC” 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

At our annual congregational meeting, many of you received a diagram and explanation of 7   

values identified and approved by our Elders for Platte CRC. For this month, I wanted to answer 

a few questions you might have about these.  

Why Values? Or, put another way, who cares?  

Values are principles or qualities that are desirable. Values are the building blocks that make 

someone who they are. For example, if someone is punctual, that character trait is built brick-by-

brick of moments where they showed up on time, valuing punctuality. Hopefully that helps you 

see the importance even for something like a church: values answer the question “what kind of 

people do we want to be?” What characteristics should our church have? What qualities do we 

most treasure?  

The truth is, we will value something, and it’s just a matter of whether or not we name what it is. 

Your life reveals what you value. By thinking, praying and studying these values, it helps us not 

just drift toward values that may or may not be valuable at all and instead become proactive in 

pursuing what God tells us is truly valuable.  

What are the values identified?  

We identified six values with a seventh that, as Scripture puts it, “binds them all together.” These 

values are truth, humility, growth, integrity, unity and compassion, and the seventh binding 

value is love (Colossians 3:14).  

Why these values?  

As I talked with the Elders about what our church values, or what it seeks to be, these men    

mentioned a number of things that contributed to this list. In addition, I sought to tie these values 

to our church’s three-part mission of knowing Christ (truth and humility), being like Christ 

(growth and integrity) and sharing Christ (unity and compassion). This then adds to the             

importance of these values, because not only are they just good things we’d like to be, but they 

are what drives us on mission. When an American goes to war and goes on missions, something 

must stoke the fires to bring him to jump out of the plane. Typically, it will be because he values 

America, and more importantly, values such as life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  



What will we do with these values?  

I mentioned at our meeting that these values will guide the congregation’s side of the upcoming 

sabbatical. Our sabbatical theme of “Seeking More Treasure,” ties perfectly to values, which are 

about what we most treasure. Therefore, the elders will determine an activity that relates to the 

six values, with the desire and expectation that each church member commit to one of them. We 

hope to have varied types of projects – for example, the value of truth might be a group that 

memorizes a verse per week together, the value of compassion might involve a group traveling to 

serve at a church plant in Sioux Falls, and the value of unity might involve a small group book 

study on the topic of fellowship. 

In addition, I plan to cover these values during the first three Sundays of January before the    

Sabbatical begins. Let’s be praying that these values would truly be characteristics of who we are 

as a church!  

In grace and peace,  

Pastor Drew  


