
November 21: Let’s Talk about Transgenderism 

For the first time in perhaps all of human history, it makes sense to many people 

when someone says, “I am a woman trapped in a man’s body.” Why is that? 

How did it happen? Why does someone’s nametag not only include a name but 

also a list of pronouns? As even our federal government legislation replaces words 

like “mothers” with “birthing persons,” we consider the Biblical perspective, as 

well as how to respond when your relative asks you to use a new name and new 

pronouns.   

November 28: Let’s Talk about Technology and Social Media 

Just a few years ago, I listened to a seminar on technology where the pastor 

speaking said, confidently, “In twenty years, or perhaps less, we are going to look 

back and wonder what in the world we were doing.” Throughout history, human 

innovation has brought new and powerful tools, but many times, it takes years for 

our understanding of these tools and how to use them properly to catch up. How 

do we use smartphones and social media well? What do you do when the only 

word that fits the relationship of someone you love to technology is “addiction”? 

And most importantly, how do parents walk through this topic with their kids?  

-- 

Too often, the church avoids talking about what is most controversial; however, if 

the world is screaming about something, the church ought to listen to what God 

has to say about it. In addition, too often, Americans don’t talk in person with 

one another, but shout at one another online or talk past one another, or remain 

in an anxious and angry silence.  

My prayer is that God’s Word would shine light onto a few topics that tend to al-

ready by on the forefront of peoples’ minds. I hope you’ll join!  

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Drew  

November Sunday Evening Seminars: Hot Topics on Cool Evenings 

This month, I wanted to communicate a plan that was discussed among the elders 

earlier this month. For the four Sundays of November, the plan is to do something a 

little different on Sunday evenings. Instead of the typical worship service format, we 

plan to meet in the Fellowship Hall for a series of talks and discussions exploring 

some controversial topics that seem to be on the forefront of contemporary American 

life.  

These talks will be less of a sermon and more of a presentation, allowing for ques-

tions and dialogue throughout. Instead of a sermon, we will evaluate and explore 

topics from a broad Biblical and Reformed perspective. In addition, the fellowship 

hall setting allows for some discussion and small group prayer as well.  

Here is a rundown of the topics:  

November 7: Let’s Talk about Race  

In the last ten years, the conversation about race in America has shifted dramatically. 

What’s really going on? On one hand, you have protests and marches connected to 

the organization Black Lives Matter. On the other, you have typically mundane 

school board meetings erupting into protests about Critical Race Theory. So what is 

Critical Race Theory? What do people mean when they talk about “systemic racism” 

or “antiracism”? What is the Biblical perspective?  

November 14: Let’s Talk about Same-Sex Marriage 

"I believe marriage is between a man and a woman. I am not in favor of gay marriage." Those 

are the words of then-Senator Barack Obama, just days before he was elected President of the 

United States. It’s now hard fathom that those words were uttered by the Democratic presiden-

tial candidate as recently as 2008. As the CRC now considers its own stance on the is-

sue, it is as important as ever to know not only what we believe, but why we believe 

it, and perhaps just as importantly, how we treat those who differ.  Cont’d on back 
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

One person to engage 

 Ask God to point you to someone you don’t yet know who needs to know 

you, and ultimately, needs to know Christ 

 Ask for love and courage to strike up conversations with those who are         

unfamiliar to you 

One person to evangelize: 

 Ask God who among your current relationships needs to hear the good news 

of salvation 

 Ask for wisdom to know how to take “surface” relationships to a deeper level 

where matters of faith are discussed. 

One person to establish: 

 Ask God to identify someone in our church who needs help taking the next 

step of growing into Christ 

 Ask for God to help you make the time and find the resources needed to walk 

alongside this person. 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

  Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Kevin Burma, Clair Dyk,                               

 Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Cheryl Reed,        

 Evelyn Severson, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and            

 Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

  Sam Sybesma, Delmer Vanden Bos, Ray Meyerink, Albert Kuipers,                            

Clarence Boltjes, and Marion Kuipers 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

October Birthdays: 

4: Harriett Sybesma 

7: Jan Van Zee 

7: Judy Van Genderen 

7: Merle Meyerink 

10: Marsha Vanden Bos 

10: Yvonne Bentz 

11: Abigail Sybesma 

11: Briana DeGroot 

13: Craig Boltjes 

14: Victor Selemani 

(Missionary) 

17: Rylan Dyk 

24: Kris Kuipers 

24: Roger Huizenga 

27: Henry Buitenbos 

28: Anthony Hansum 

28: Vicky Buitenbos 

 

October Anniversaries: 

17: Ken & Nancy Van Zee 


