
The CRC recently announced a new ‘Director of Antiracism’ position for its      

Canadian contingent, and CRC leaders signed a letter committing to “Antiracist 

Spiritual Formation.” If you think Antiracism is merely being  opposed to racism, 

think again. In this book, Kendi combines a memoir of his own experiences of 

racism with statistics in America to argue that the nation is plagued by not only 

unconscious biases in privileged whites, but more than that, policies that those 

empowered among them have put in place to preserve that privilege. Every   

single policy everywhere, argues Kendi, either sustains or dismantles racial     

inequity (a hugely important term - equal outcomes among   races). To illustrate, Kendi 

might argue that if 20% of Platte were Black, but only 5% of Platte CRC were Black, this is an 

inequity, and thus evidence of systemic racism at Platte CRC. Whereas the traditional       

approach to fighting racism might be seeking equality, which is equal opportunity for all 

people regardless of color, the Antiracist approach prescribed by Kendi is to racially           

discriminate in order to reach equity, equal outcomes among races. To claim to be “color 

blind” is to be blind to the problem. To be “not racist” is to be complicit in the unjust        

system. To be “Antiracist” is to advocate politically for systems that actively discriminate for 

the sake of racial equity. If a university, corporation or government office is doing something 

like ‘Diversity, Equity and Inclusion’ training, it’s likely built on these ideas. I hope to do an 

Adult Sunday School on the topic after reading a few other voices.  

The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self: Cultural Amnesia, Expressive Individualism and 

the Road to Sexual Revolution by Carl R. Trueman – Trueman is a theology professor at 

Grove City College and a Presbyterian minister. I don’t consider it an              

overstatement to say this is one of the most important books published in the 

last 10 years. Trueman set out to answer the question: why does it today make 

sense, for really the first time in history, for someone to say something like          

‘I am a girl stuck in a boy’s body”? He traces three different paths all the way 

from the middle ages that set the stage for what, all of a sudden, has come to a 

head in the past 10 years in America with the triumph of the LGBTQ+           

movement. He does not offer a prescription, but gives a thorough, sharp,        

eye-opening diagnosis to show that these things did not drop out of the sky, but are a result 

of centuries of philosophical shifts away from Biblical thought in Europe and the United 

States. Like the topic of race above, I hope to give an Adult Sunday School combining ideas 

from this book and from another excellent book I’m currently reading on the same topic: 

Love Thy Body: Answering Hard Questions About Life and Sexuality by Nancy Pearcey   

What Have You Been Reading? 

One of my priorities as a minister has been to continue to study, which is reflected in allotting a 

certain amount of time on most days to reading. Many of these books are challenging for me, 

and so they aren’t typically ones that I would give out to others. I hope that they benefit you 

indirectly – through strengthened preaching and more competent counseling. But in addition, 

every now and then, I’d like to pass along to you some of what I have been reading and give you 

just a glimpse into what’s been on the forefront of my studies.  

The Doctrine of Repentance and All Things for Good by Thomas Watson: Watson was a 17th 

century Puritan minister in England. More and more, I have found reading the 

Puritans to be an oasis in the desert, like sitting down for coffee with an older 

person of uncommon wisdom. Watson, like many other Puritans, had a way of 

meditating upon God’s Word unlike anything that we’re able to do in a day of 

television and smartphones. These two titles are flipsides of the same coin – 

Watson believed that his ministry had two main difficulties: making the           

unbeliever sad to recognize the need for God’s grace, and making the believer 

joyful in response to God’s grace. The Doctrine of Repentance aimed at the first 

difficulty, drilling down deeply into what it actually looks like to respond to 

God’s call to repentance. All Things for Good aims to meet the second difficulty 

by    exploring Romans 8:28, and the fact that everything that God sends our 

way – especially challenges and trials – are intended to complete the glorious 

goal of our salvation. I would recommend both of these books for anyone as  

devotional reading. Unlike some of the other Puritan writers, Watson’s writing 

style is easy to follow and digest.  

How to Be an Anti-Racist by Ibram X. Kendi: And now, for something totally different.           

Dr.  Kendi is director of the Center for Antiracist Research at Boston University. Especially after 

the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Kendi’s influence has rapidly spread as a leading 

advocate of Antiracism, a distinct and novel approach to combating racism.  
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 For you: as we walk through the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7, 

find one particular section that you’d pray to live out more fully in your 

own life. 

 For Platte CRC: ask the Lord to create an awakening by the Holy Spirit, 

reviving us to a deeper passion for Jesus Christ. 

 For Platte: consider a neighbor in this area who might not be following 

the Lord, and pray for opportunities to be salt and light in their life. 

 For South Dakota: ask the Lord to provide the weather necessary for 

crops to grow this year and for an economy that truly supports businesses 

and families. 

 For the United States: pray for wisdom and guidance to our Supreme 

Court as they prepare to decide on many important cases for another 

term in June. 

 For the world: pick one country, learn several facts about its people and 

its religion, and pray that God would bring His kingdom to it.  

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Kevin Burma, Clair Dyk,                      

Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Cheryl Reed,    

Evelyn Severson, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and        

Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Albert Kuipers, Clarence Boltjes, Marion Kuipers, Paul Meyerink, Carol 

Bultsma, Ruth Pranger, and Marie Kok 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

May Birthdays: 

1: Raelee Kuipers 

1: Lexy Overweg 

2: Max Voss– Missionary 

7: Darlene Van Zee 

9: Lauryn Kuipers 

11: Clara Selemani– Missionary 

11: Norma Lorensen 

13: Dorothy Vander Tuin 

16: Chase Pheifer 

17: Leanna (Bentz) Johnson 

19: Jesse Sybesma 

20: Luke Meyer– Missionary 

20: Mel Vanden Bos 

23: Kami Pheifer 

23: Mikayla Voss– Missionary 

24: Joel Sybesma 

25: Jeremy Bultsma 

25: Jessica (Weg) Brown 

26: Ryan Van Zee 

28: Lyle Schipper 

29: Cameron Sybesma 

31: Katie Hoekema 

 

 

May Anniversaries: 

22: Rod & Jeanette Pheifer 

29: Vernon & Jan Van Vuren 

30: Kris & Molly Sybesma 


