
The second thing that I love is the opposite angle: the total joy that I get 

in this little boy. I have never been much of a baby person (which is   

pretty typical of any youngest child). I would play with little kids, but it 

was on a short clock, running quickly. But with Dawson, that’s no longer 

the case. I kind of understand the parents that I used to find weird, who 

would act like their baby sneezing deserved a Tom Brokaw-style news 

bulletin break-in of everyone else’s lives. The sheer delight you feel as a 

dad in pretty mundane, normal actions is new, strange and wonderful. 

And this…this is perhaps what the Lord has most taught me in these ten 
months: if I’m that delighted over my son, and if God is our heavenly   

Father in Christ…what’s his view of you? What if our Father has that 

same joy and delight that I now get to feel? What if not only does he love 
you, but he maybe even likes you? He enjoys you and delights in you! 

This is what God in His grace has been teaching me. If God is our       

heavenly Father, let’s be eager to get to Him, and remember that He      

delights to be with us.  

 

With Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Drew  

If God is our Heavenly Father  

 

Dear Platte CRC Family,  

Recently, a member of our church family asked what I most enjoy so far 

about being a dad. It was a good question, and one I haven’t actually thought 
a lot about during these ten months. The big picture questions tend to get 

crowded out with short-term questions such as, “how can something so cute 

make something that smells so bad?”  

After reflecting a bit more, there are two things that I most love. First, it is 

this little boy’s joy and eagerness to be with me. My favorite part of being a 

dad would probably have to be his reaction when I walk in the room after a 
day at work. His face breaks into a big smile, and he lets out whatever his 

current excitement noise is (squeal, hum, or lately, sort of a caveman 

‘grunt’). On a chair, he kicks his legs. On the floor, he takes off on a           

determined crawl toward my feet.  

Sure, there are times where both my wife and I get annoyed at how he really 
likes being around us (“can’t you just play with your toys for awhile while 

dinner gets made?”), but I do not want to lose appreciation for this stage 

where he just wants to be with us, around us, in our arms.  

This has infused new meaning into Christ’s words “let the little children 

come to me.” In my son, not even 1-year-old, I see a glimpse of what Jesus 

means by “child-like faith.” He has this particular determined face as he 

crawls toward me, like he will crawl through or over whatever to just get to 
dad! I can only hope that I might have that same attitude when it comes to 

our Father.  
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Mondays: Try to recall a truth or a call from Sunday’s sermon, and ask the 

Spirit to work it out in your life. 

 Tuesdays: Pray that God would grant wisdom and discernment to Pastor 

Drew, our Elders, Deacons and their wives. 

 Wednesdays: Pray that God’s Word would spread throughout Platte and     

beyond and that new and growing disciples would join our fellowship. 

 Thursdays: Ask for God to give wisdom and discernment to our legislators, 

our President and Governor, our judges, law enforcement and military. 

 Fridays: Find one great gift God gave you through the course of the week, and 

thank Him for it!  

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Kevin Burma, Clair Dyk, Sarah Kraayenbrink, 

JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Cheryl Reed, Evelyn Severson,               

Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Sam Sybesma, Delmer Vanden Bos, Ray Meyerink, Albert Kuipers, Clarence 

Boltjes, and Marion Kuipers 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

July Birthdays: 

3: Deb Bultsma 

4: Mae Lieuwen 

5: Joan Niewenhuis 

6: McKenna Kok 

9: Luanna Kuipers 

11: Elaine Dyk 

14: Leon Sprik 

22: Eli Kraayenbrink 

25: Jessica (Weg) Brown 

26: Chris Kuipers 

27: Leona Van Dusseldorp 

27: Lois Visscher 

27: Molly Sybesma 

28: Dee Kredit 

28: Sean Sybesma 

30: Clarence BoltjesϮ   

31: Brian DeGroot 

31: Tammy Meyerink 

July Anniversaries: 

6: Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman 

8: Elmer & Judie Visscher 

9: Roland & Deb Bultsma 

17: Bob & Corinne Middendorp 

17: Roy & Norma Lorensen 

23: Lance & Kristi Beltman 

26: MarionϮ  & Marie Kuipers 


