
If you have trouble staying awake or staying focused during the sermon, figure out how 
to fight that. Try taking notes, or commit to writing down the main point of the   

message when you get home. If I’m that boring, talk to me or your elder about what 
changes can be made [I’m not offended – if the Apostle Paul put people to sleep, why 

wouldn’t I?]  

Try reading a book (even a small one) on Christian living or a point of Christian      
teaching. Even if you’re busy, you’d be surprised at how many books one can read if 

you commit to just 5-10 pages per day. Ask me for suggestions if needed.  

Go after a particular sin: maybe you’ve had something in your life that drives you (and 
probably those around you) crazy, and it’s sort of just ‘hung around.’ Decide that  

today, you will bring that one sin to the cross, consider yourself dead to it, and then 

ask God for power each day to move forward from it.  

In theory, a good group Bible study sounds nice, where you can talk about life and talk 

about God freely with someone. But getting there seems like a tall order! So what’s 
the first or second small step? Ask a friend if they’re interested. Ask me about what 

might be a good study. Pray for direction.  

See someone with the faith that you admire and would love to have? Ask if they could 

get together with you over a meal or coffee just to talk about life!  

Do less: maybe the actual way that you’d grow a bit in your faith is by saying ‘no’ to a 
few more things. Even good things, when they pile up, start to choke the energy and 

life out of us. So this is not merely the pastor saying, ‘you need to do more.’ We just 

need to use our time to do what’s best. If you say ‘yes’ to everything, you inevitably 

say ‘no’ to other things that may be more beneficial.  

If you have a neighbor that you don’t know well, but are quite sure they don’t know the 
Lord, what’s the first small step? Maybe think of a gift or note to drop off, or an     

invitation to come for coffee or dinner. Even small steps outside of our comfort zone 

tend to grow faith!  

These are just a few suggestions, but I hope you get the point: there are so many small steps 

that you can take today, and those small steps start piling up toward the big growth that we 

all long to see in our lives, and that I pray would take place in your lives! Some of them may 
not yet be possible in a world of Covid, but if there’s something that you come up with, 

please let me know, and I’d love to pray that God’s power fills you as you commit to take 

one of the first small steps that eventually makes up big growth!   

 

In grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Drew 

 

 

What’s Your Next Small Step to Big Growth?  

As we turn to 2021, I think I can safely assume that in this new year you’d like to become a 

stronger Christian. On January 1, 2022, you’d love to look back and say your faith really grew 

in 2021. This is a great thing to desire, since, after all, that’s what God wants as well! He says, 
“Anyone who lives on milk is like a baby, and they don’t really know the teaching about         

righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who have trained themselves through practice to 

distinguish right from wrong. Therefore let’s leave the elementary teachings about Jesus and go 

on to maturity.” (That’s sort of my paraphrase of Hebrews 5:13-6:1)  

So I want to challenge us – especially those of us who are younger and those who are newer to 
the Christian faith: what is one step (even a tiny one!) that you can take right now, as in, today 

or tomorrow or next week, to move closer to Christ? I’m not sure where you are at. Maybe 

some of you are growing a ton. Maybe others feel like they’re stuck and stagnant. Maybe others 

yet feel really distant for various reasons. If you have kids, I’m guessing you just feel tired!  

Most farmers in our area go into 2021 hoping to grow crops. Though it seems light-years away 
right now as you look out the window, July and August will come, and on really warm days, 

I’ve heard it said that you can watch (or perhaps hear) the corn grow. But more often, the 

growth is slow and small. When I was gone for a week at the beginning of June in 2020, I was 
blown away by how much higher all the crops were. But it doesn’t happen all at once! It       

happens day by day, in small steps.  

The truth is, as you look at your own faith, it is either being choked out day-by-day, it is perhaps 
stunted and going nowhere, or it is growing. My prayer for you and for us all is to strive for the 

last spot. Sometimes, our faith grows outside of what we do. God grows our faith through trials 

and blessings and experiences that we don’t ask for. But we can also take steps to grow our faith.  

Let me give you nine ideas of ‘small steps’ that, over time, make up big growth:  

Find the part of your day when you are at ‘your best’ and give God just five of those minutes 
(or five more). Keep it simple: find one passage, think about it, and tell God what you 

think about it or ask Him to help you live it out.  

Recommit that worship will be the top priority for Sunday. If you go once a month, think 
about starting to try for 2 or 3 times per month. If you go just about every Sunday, or if 

mornings are difficult, think about even every now and then joining for our second     

service.  Cont’d on back 
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Pick the ‘one small step’ that you could take to grow your faith, and pray 

for God’s help to follow through . 

 With the distribution of  Covid-19 vaccines, ask the Lord to provide for 

safety and health to all who receive it, and that all who are especially  

vulnerable would receive the protection they need from sickness. 

 As our state and federal governments begin new terms, ask God to      

provide legislators with wisdom and insight as well as courage and       

humility. Pray for wisdom, health and sound mind to President-Elect 

Biden and Vice President-Elect Harris as they take office, and give thanks 

for our nation’s heritage of  peaceful power transitions. 

 Ask the Lord to grant patience and perseverance to all who are working 

out in the cold and snow during these winter months. 

 Pick one or two of  your closest friends, and pray for the Spirit’s working 

in their lives. If  you can’t think of  a few friends, pray that God would 

provide these relationships! 

 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Kevin Burma, Clair Dyk,                      

Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Cheryl Reed,    

Evelyn Severson, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and        

Betty Van Zee 

 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Paul Meyerink, Carol Bultsma, Ruth Pranger, Marie Kok, Pearl Dyk and 

Cleo Bultsma 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

January Birthdays: 

5: Sonya Hansum 

6: Vic Bultsma 

7: Evelyn Severson 

7: Kristi Pheifer 

7: Wendell Kuipers 

8: Caleb Veurink 

9: Tony Hansum 

15: Pastor Ben Meyer (Missionary) 

18: Curt Pheifer 

19: Ken Lieuwen 

19: Kris Sybesma 

20: Amy Van Zee 

23: Jevin Meyerink 

28: Elroy Kaemingk 

28: Grace Meyer (Missionary) 

30: Clarence Boltjes 

 

January Anniversaries: 

1: Pastor Drew & Katie Hoekema 


