
Second, maybe the best way to clarify the process of discerning what is true is by 
identifying what not to do. The most rampant abuse of truth among us today is 

called confirmation bias, where we call things true when they agree with what we 

already think. With the abundance of news and information available through     
internet and TV, you can now pick which outlet you think tells the truth. Too often, 
it’s the one that tells us what we like to hear. Another abuse of truth in our present 

day is snap judgments without context. Cameras on cell phones have enabled clips 

and photos of something to be sent out, drawing immediate, forceful, viral           
reactions. The problem with this is that you don’t know what was happening       
before, after, or around whatever is pictured, and you don’t know if a picture or   
video has been edited in a certain way. One reason I get most of my news              

information from a newspaper is not merely that I’m 65-years-old inside, but that it 
allows the “dust to settle” on a particular event before describing what happened, 
and reporters often provide important context. As a general rule, my short 31 years 

have taught me that reality is typically (though not always) less exciting than most 
fiction.  

Another abuse of truth is the extent to which we consider the source. We can    

consider the source too much, where a piece of information is shared, and it’s      
immediately dismissed: “Oh, Fox News said that, so it can’t be true.” Or whatever 
a particular person or source says is accepted wholeheartedly: “The President said 

it, so I believe it!” This treatment is reserved for God alone. On the opposite end, 

we could also not consider the source enough, and rely on people, especially       
anonymous people, without really knowing who they are or why we ought to listen 
to them. I’m still staggered by the extent to which the January 6 U.S. capitol        
invasion was fueled by information primarily dispatched from “Q,” an anonymous 
figure on the internet. Sometimes anonymous figures are telling the truth, of course, 
and have reason to remain anonymous; however, it ought to always be taken with a 

truckload of salt grains – what makes them worth trusting?  

Thankfully, Christians are given the Spirit of truth (John 14:16-17). Let’s pray for 
this Spirit to be more in control of our discernment. Let’s treat one source alone, the 

Triune God, as infallible, and one source of truth, His Word, as complete truth. For 
everything beyond, may he guide us into all truth, helping to identify, reject, and 
stop the spread of lies.   

 

With grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Drew  

True or False? 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

The call to discern true from false lies at the core of Christian discipleship. The Lord 

Jesus is clear in John 8 that falsehood itself is the native language of Satan. When we 
accept, participate in and perpetuate lies, we align ourselves with Satan, making      
ourselves willing foot soldiers in his mission to create chaos and havoc on earth.  

In 2021 in the United States, right in the middle of this era of “misinformation” (the 
label used by the Left), “fake news’ (the label used from the Right) and the rampant 
rise of conspiracy theories, we need the Spirit to help us discern true from false. We are 
to refuse to throw up our hands and give in to whatever the mob says is true, as      
Pontius Pilate did before our Lord, asking the bewildered question, “what is 

truth?” (John 18:38).  

But how do we do this? There are a few general principles we can use for identifying 

lies, some of which go all the way back to the elementary days of circling the “T” or 
the “F” on a sheet of paper.  

First, we must understand how lies work. Too often, we assume a lie will be obvious, 
but Satan shrewdly cloaks lies with truth. Outright, bald-faced lies exist, but that would 

be too obvious. So instead, a lie can be a half-truth, truths but with important        

qualifications left out. When Satan confronts Jesus in the wilderness, he attacks with 
God’s word by turning it into a half-truth. He gives a statement, but rips it out of     

context or leaves out important qualifications. When a pastor says simply that “God’s 
will is for you to be healed,” that can be a deceitful half-truth. Or similarly, a lie is a 

twisted truth: “Jesus is God and man, so part of him is God and part of him is man.” 

The   second part of that statement has twisted the meaning of the first part, and so the 

entire statement is really false. A third lie is when something is added on to the truth. 

When a church confession states, “We are saved by faith alone, perfected by works,” 
that   little addition at the end makes all the difference between true and false. Satan 
doesn’t so much make up completely new lies, as he takes truth, and modifies it or 
twists it.  
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Pick one attribute of  the Lord and ask that He might help you to          

understand it better and guide you to places where you can learn more 

about it. 

 Pray for Pastor Drew to continue to make known what is in Scripture as 

He preaches. 

 Pick one attribute of  Jesus Christ and ask that He might build it into your 

life as well . 

 Ask God to identify someone or some place new where you can serve 

with the gifts that He’s given to you . 

 Pray that everyone in your immediate family either have faith in Christ or 

be growing in their faith.  

 Ask the Lord to raise up people from our church willing to serve in the 

mission field or in vocational ministry.  

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Kevin Burma, Clair Dyk,                      

Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Cheryl Reed,    

Evelyn Severson, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and        

Betty Van Zee 

 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Marion Kuipers, Paul Meyerink, Carol Bultsma, Ruth Pranger, Marie 

Kok, Pearl Dyk and Cleo Bultsma 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

February Birthdays: 

5: Ken Kredit 

7: April Van Zee 

8: Carol Kaemingk 

9: Pearl Dyk
Ϯ
 

9: Randy Pheifer 

15: Marion Kuipers
Ϯ
 

17: Jean Sybesma 

18: Jessica Wunderink (Missionary) 

21: Alice Van Zee 

21: Ruth (M) Vanden Bos 

22: Curtis Sybesma 

22: Lois Van Dusseldorp 

23: Larry Hansum 

23: Wilmer Niewenhuis 

28: Kaylinn Kok 

28: Tony Baan Hofman 

 

February Anniversaries: 

16: Albert & Delores Kuipers 


