
Many hymns are set to tunes that originated in European pubs and bars. The 
tunes were catchy or easy to sing for common people. Now, some of you will no 
doubt make the case that certain hymns are not at all easy to sing, and that’s 
surely true! But generally, these tunes are written for groups to sing.   

Most contemporary music, on the other hand, is composed and written for a 
band of professionals, with any singing group being more of a support or           
accompaniment. If you hand the lyrics of ‘Amazing Grace’ to a group of ten        
ordinary men in Platte, it will go quite a bit different than if you hand them the 
lyrics to ‘Oceans’ by Hillsong. One really requires a leader/band, and one doesn’t, 
and one is especially challenging for men in particular to sing. I listen to a good 
deal of contemporary praise music from my phone as I’m working or around the 
house, but that doesn’t automatically mean these songs need to be sung in the 
church. You can appreciate listening to a song – truly worshiping – while also    
acknowledging it isn’t ideal for everyone to sing together.  

The second reason is the timelessness of hymns. At my age, I now have the       
perspective to see that many contemporary worship songs are like Top-40 radio 
hits. The songs that were “hot” while I was in college and sung in the trendy 
churches are rarely heard anymore, and if you suggest them, you get made fun of 
as if you’re suggesting we turn on Oldies radio. They come, and then they go. Of 
course, there are newer songs that are proving to stand the test of time as well; 
however, many newer songs are chosen just because they’re the flavor of the   
moment. They’re sung simply because they are new.   

Some of you won’t agree with me, but again, I feel it is necessary as a corrective 
to the general consensus that newer is always better. Getting rid of these songs 
and not passing them to the next generation would be a huge mistake, and a     
neglect of God’s call to encourage one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs.  

 

With grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Drew  

A Defense of the Hymn  

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

This month, I write to stick up for the hymn. Let me be clear: I’m not saying hymns 
are overall superior to contemporary praise music, but I am saying they deserve a 
continued place in corporate church worship. And when I say “hymn,” I’m talking a 
particular style of music, which could also include the singing of psalms, which 
stands in contrast to what we call contemporary “praise and worship” music. This is 
a small attempt to balance out what feels like the general attitude about church    
music: hymns equal old which equals bad, contemporary music equals new, which 
obviously equals good. Among those under a certain age, it can just be assumed that 
hymns are toast. I just want to stick up for them. To jettison hymns from worship 
would be a huge mistake.   

As a 32-year-old, I have watched the landscape of church music shift drastically just 
in my lifetime. When I was a child, hymns were largely still the norm in churches, 
and especially in the Christian Reformed Church. Now that I am an adult, the          
majority of evangelical churches, and an increasing amount of CRC’s, have moved on 
from them.  

Though I grew up in a church that sang hymns accompanied with the organ, I have 
worshiped in a variety of styles. My college had daily chapel services, which often 
included music led by students, some of whom were majoring in worship music and 
thus were incredibly talented. We sang music that was, at the time, on the cutting 
edge of newness. Similarly, the church I attended at the time included music           
accompanied with a full band (vocals, guitars and drums). During seminary, I was 
worship coordinator for a CRC that had largely transitioned away from hymns to 
contemporary praise music.  

I have two main reasons for why hymns ought not be abandoned. Though hymns are 
not superior overall, there is a way in which they are: most hymns were composed 
to be sung by groups of common people.  Cont’d on back 
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Thank God for the warmth and the beauty of summer! 

 Praise God for the ability to meet together for praise and worship. 

 Ask for God’s wisdom to guide our school administrators regarding the     

coming school year and for His protection over the health of teachers and    

students. 

 Ask God to bring peace to our increasingly polarized society and that we as 

Christians would be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry. 

 Lift up the numerous couples either expecting or praying for children in our 

church. Ask God to provide healthy and safe deliveries of babies during these 

coming months!  

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Kevin Burma, Clair Dyk, Sarah Kraayenbrink, 

JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Cheryl Reed, Evelyn Severson,               

Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Sam Sybesma, Delmer Vanden Bos, Ray Meyerink, Albert Kuipers, Clarence 

Boltjes, and Marion Kuipers 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

August Birthdays: 

1: Elmer Visscher 

1: Michael Buitenbos 

2: Alicia Bultsma 

3: Jon Hoeksema 

5: Abby Buitenbos 

7: Isabel Pheifer 

13: Albert Kuipers 

13: Judie Visscher 

13: Tonya Weg 

14: Duane Meyerink 

17: Pam Veurink 

18: Elsie Tronvold 

20: Jolinda Kaemingk 

20: Megan (Boltjes) Reiser 

21: Judy Hansum 

21: Lori Selemani (Missionary) 

26: Karleah Pheifer 

27: Eugene Brondsema 

29: Jayda Van Zee 

29: Jessa Van Zee 

30: Alicia Kuipers 

31: Rod Pheifer 

 

 August Anniversaries: 

4: Anthony & Judy Hansum 

10: Mel & Ruth Vanden Bos 

12: Leon & Verna Sprik 

18: Ryan & Amy Van Zee 

20: Dale & Char Severson 

24: Gerald & Vonnie Kuipers 

24: Sherm & Lois Visscher 

25: Darrel & Mary Kraayenbrink 

26: Randy & Nancy Pheifer 

30: Michael & Abby Buitenbos 


