
This is not a matter of whether actually going to church “saves anyone.” That 

sidesteps the real question: how does God build his people up? Ephesians 4 is 

clear: through the worship and fellowship of His family (hence also the 

Apostle’s commands in Hebrews 10). The very definition of the Greek phrase 

we translate “church” in the New Testament is gathering. God is building not a 

loose set of   individuals who watch the same thing separately, but a family, a 

body, and a flock. A gathering.  

Statistically and scientifically speaking, the timing is fast becoming appropriate 

for those who have stayed away to join again – not out of guilt or compulsion, 

but out of eagerness and necessity. The physical risks of joining are becoming         

outweighed by the spiritual damage of staying away. My hope and prayer is 

that this would be an Easter like few others, where our church family can      

celebrate the resurrection truly together again, with renewed appreciation for 

the fellowship we share in worship.  

 

With grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Drew  

 

“It’s Not the Same as Being There”  

Dear Platte CRC Family,  

I’ve heard this statement from so many of you over the past year: “It’s not the 

same as being there.”  

Saying “hello” to your grandkids via FaceTime or Zoom is nice, but it’s not the 

same as being there. There are no hugs, no kisses, no sitting together. Meeting 

with your co-workers on zoom is nice, but it’s not the same as being there. There 

is little banter, no time for small talk, and the screen allows us to act in ways that 

we might not if we were in person. A friend of mine in corporate accounting said 

the work of his team has taken a noticeable drop as their morale has declined 

working from home. But this reality is nowhere truer than with church. In a way, 

watching worship in your easy chair with a cup of coffee is convenient and     

comfortable, but we must insist firmly on this truth: it’s not the same as being 

there.  

The pandemic has convinced me of this: not gathering with the church hurts us    

spiritually. It disconnects you from the family of faith and removes you from the 

worshiping, singing body. It inevitably converts worship from something you        

participate in with others to something you’re merely consuming as an individual, 

like a television show or radio program.  

There are some among us who have had good reason to avoid gatherings during 

this time and some of you who remain vulnerable. There are always elderly folks 

who can no longer join physically, and I believe God provides a special grace to 

those who really have no option. But the question for those who can’t come might 

be this: does it at least frustrate you or bother you? Do you sense what you’re 

missing? If the answer is “no,” something is truly wrong.   
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 As farmers prepare for planting, ask God to send helpful weather, but   

also patience to endure whatever comes to pass. 

 Pray for both unity and vitality in the Christian Reformed Church of  

North America.  

 Ask the Lord to raise up faithful ministers and missionaries from within 

our congregation and from the CRC at large. 

 Thank the Lord for those who have led our youth ministries this year, 

and pray for their perseverance to finish out this school year well. 

 Consider one or two people who do not know Christ, and pray during 

this Easter season that God would raise them from the dead.  

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Kevin Burma, Clair Dyk,                      

Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Cheryl Reed,    

Evelyn Severson, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and        

Betty Van Zee 

 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Albert Kuipers, Clarence Boltjes, Marion Kuipers, Paul Meyerink, Carol 

Bultsma, Ruth Pranger, and Marie Kok 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

April Birthdays: 

1: Vernon Van Vuren 

7: Sam Sybesma 

9: Eric Van Zee 

10: Abraham Meyer (missionary) 

10: Amber Dykshorn 

10: Rheanna Pheifer 

11: Muriel Van Vuren 

17: Brent Veurink 

21: Corinne Middendorp 

22: Dennis Kok 

22: Doug Kaemingk 

23: Dale Severson 

25: Barb Buitenbos 

26: Ken Van Zee 

27: Nancy Van Zee 

29: Amy Meyer (missionary) 

April Anniversaries: 

9: Keith & Harriett Sybesma 

19: Curt & Kristi Pheifer 

21: Joel & Su Sybesma 

24: Henry & Barb Buitenbos 

24: Ken & Kim Lieuwen 

26: Wilmer & Joan Niewenhuis 

30: Brian & Shelly DeGroot 


