
What are you going to name it? My lips are as sealed as Zechariah ’s on this   
question. But as you know, my line of work brings so many great options to mind. 
Many of you heard a great list of options from Numbers 1 a few weeks ago. I liked   
Ammishaddai, but at the same time, it’d be much simpler for the child in learning to 
write out its name to be Zuar or Enan. The genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1 also       
presents some great candidates, like Zerubbabel, Ram, Asa, and Jehoshaphat. So we’ll 
likely go with some combination of these, since pastor’s kids should always be given 
Biblical names. One of my favorite Bible characters is Jehu, who was apparently a fast 
driver. We eagerly anticipate the arrival of J.J. (Jehu Jehoshaphat) Ammishaddai 
Hoekema! 

 

What are you most excited for in having a child? To see the baby’s personality. It 
never ceases to amaze me how the Lord can take two different people and create     
another from them that is such an amazing combination of their characteristics. And 
sometimes with characteristics that come from out of nowhere! And then you have 
other children that are a completely different combination of their traits! It seems to 
me a great testament to the creativity of our God.  

 

What are you most dreading in having a child? Again, the baby’s personality. 
When I hear my words and expressions, but used against me!  

 

How will you handle parenting and pastoring? I guess this baby is going to     
acquire a taste for coffee really quickly. 

 

Hopefully that helps to answer just a small handful of your questions. Be praying not 
only for us but also for the other young couples in our church who are expecting,   
parenting or desiring children!  

 

With grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Drew  

 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

 

Most all of you are by now well aware that, in all likelihood and should all go according to 
plan, I will become a dad this month. I’m sure a few of you have some questions about 
this momentous occasion, and I thought it would work well to just anticipate those    
questions and provide my answers in this space. Read on and be informed… 

 

(Just to be clear, these are to be read with a heavy dose of sarcasm!) 

 

Do you have any clue what you’re doing? None whatsoever.  

 

I heard that you aren’t finding out the sex beforehand. What are you hoping for? I 
could give you the prototypical and yet true answer: I’m just hoping for a healthy baby. 
But let’s be real, that’s also sort of the boring answer, isn’t it? My wife knows that if this is 
a girl, her husband will now be wrapped around another girl’s finger. She’s likely right. I 
find myself excited at the prospect of looking at a mini-her all the time, and downright 
terrified at the prospect of a little mini-me. At the same time, I grew up in a house full of 
women. They are…complicated. So at the end of the day, I guess my final answer is that 
whatever it is, I’m just hoping it isn’t a Yankees fan.  

 

How is your wife feeling? She ’s been doing great, but hold on here just a minute – isn’t 
anyone interested in how I’m doing? There seems to be a lot of concern for her, and sure, 
she’s the one carrying the baby, preparing for labor and dealing with various body pains, 
changes and discomforts, but it isn’t all peaches and cream for me! There was a short time 
when she wasn’t hungry for foods that we’d ordinarily eat, and I had to then give some of 
those things up for a time. It was tough, and yet I persevered. And I think I’m stronger for 
it, to be honest.  
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 As our crops enter the ‘home stretch’ toward harvest, ask God to prevent 

destructive storms and provide prices that give a fair return on labors. 

 Continue to be in prayer for leaders making decisions surrounding the 

Covid-19 pandemic, and especially as it relates to schooling. Ask for   

protection to our most vulnerable members. 

 Give thanks for the numerous children and grandchildren being born to 

our congregation’s members in these months! 

 Select one specific habitual sin habit in your life, and pray that God’s 

Spirit would put it to death each day this month. 

 Select one specific fruit of  the Spirit, and pray that God’s Spirit would 

bring it to life in you each day this month. 

 Write down one blessing you received from this summer each day, and 

thank God for it. 

 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Carol Bultsma, Kevin Burma,              

Clair Dyk, Marie Kok, Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers,                 

Juna Meyerink, Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed, Evelyn Severson,          

Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and Betty Van Zee 

 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Pearl Dyk, Gertie DeJong, Cleo Bultsma, and Ramona Dykstra 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

September Birthdays: 

3: Jerome Bentz 

3: Sheryl Brondsema 

7: Nancy Pheifer 

8: Kalee Dykshorn 

9: Cheryl Reed 

9: Keith Sybesma 

13: Keri Bultsma 

14: Lydia Algood 

16: Delores Kuipers 

16: John Tronvold 

17: Gracia Kuipers 

18: Sherm Visscher 

18: Skylar Hoeksema 

19: Hennie Van Essen 

19: Kathy Bultsma 

25: Danika Voss (Missionary) 

25: Jan Van Vuren 

25: Mary Ellen Feiok 

27: Jan Hansum 

27: Ken Overweg 

28: John Buitenbos 

29: Roy Lorensen 

30: Clarence Van Essen 

  

September Anniversaries: 

1: Ken & Karla Overweg 

6: John & Elsie Tronvold 

8: Merle & Joyce Meyerink 

10: Brent & Pam Veurink 

13: Jeremy & Keri Bultsma 

16: Duane & Tammy Meyerink 


