
I think of the question from the opposite perspective, from that of the church. Is what 

we do together on Sunday worth missing? As a church community, we ought to at 

least take this opportunity to ask the question, especially given the capabilities of  

technology. If what we value (i.e., good sermon and good music) can just be had by 

opening the computer, then we’ve got to re-evaluate the point of why we gather in the 

first place. If someone can play a few Hillsong or Bethel Music files and then access a 

virtual sermon from a world class preacher on their own from the easy chair at home, 

are they missing anything?  

The quick answer from many is “yes, they’re missing the fellowship.” True enough, 

and this brings us to the heart of the matter. How is the fellowship? Is it really to be 

missed? Is it any different or better than the ‘fellowship’ one can find at, say, 

Shorty’s, or even Kuip’s? I get that these are uncomfortable questions, but now is the 

time they ought to be asked. Because if fellowship is merely small talk over a cookie 

(as nice as that can be, and as needed as that is sometimes) there’s nothing              

distinctively Christian, and thus all that valuable, about that.  

To be sure, I have heard from so many of you that you do miss the fellowship! My 

hope and prayer is that this 2020 reality would push us further toward recovering true     

Christian fellowship, where we gather to talk about one another’s lives, and especially 

to talk about our love for the Lord Jesus. Where “how are you doing” is a real      

question, not just formality. Where Scriptures are discussed and we “stir one another 

up toward love and good deeds.” Where we do not compare with one another, but 

come together to bear each other’s burdens on this common difficult pilgrimage. It’s 

something you can’t Google, and you won’t find at Second Sweatpants Online 

Church.  

It sounds nice, but it is truly difficult. It requires vulnerability and a willingness to ask 

good questions about deeper matters, and sometimes to people who you don’t know 

all that well. For those of you reading this who really aren’t missing church, how 

could you make it different should you return? If you find what happens on Sunday to 

be of little value, are there ways that you as a member of this family could take the 

first steps toward change? Because true Christian fellowship is the difference between 

church being missed and church being truly missed.  

 

With grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Drew   

“I Wouldn’t Exactly Say I’ve Been ‘Missing’ It!” 
 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

In the 1999 film Office Space [note: this isn’t a pastoral endorsement of the film] two 

‘consultants,’ both named Bob, are hired by a technology company to evaluate its        

employees. In one fairly well-known scene, they are visiting with the film’s main        

character, Peter, who had recently decided to start skipping work purely because he didn’t 

like it. One consultant says, “Looks like you’ve been missing a lot of work, Peter.” And 

Peter replies, “Well, Bob, I wouldn’t exactly say I’ve been missing it!” The three then 

share a good laugh. 

I’ve been thinking about that scene in these past few months as many different people are 

‘missing’ church in the first way (Bob). Especially as the pandemic has become        

widespread in this area, many of you have good reason to remain cautious and avoid the 

Sunday gathering. And in light of this, I’ve had a lot of people ask me how many people 

are ‘missing’ church in the second way (Peter). What effect will this pandemic will have 

on church attendance long-term? 

I’m not sure what to think about that question, but there’s a different question that comes 

to my mind – do we do our church gatherings in such a way that, when they are missed in 

Bob’s way of speaking, they are also missed in Peter’s way of speaking? And if not, why 

not?  

Let me put it another way. The question is typically put to me from the angle of the 

church member. So, for example, if John Doe hasn’t come to church and he isn’t missing 

it, then it’s his problem. Perhaps he and Jane Doe just doesn’t love church enough! Now, 

of course, that may be true, and some writers have called Covid a great ‘sifter’ that will 

sort out the people who actually loved church, who end up more committed after this, and 

the people who never really loved it at all, who end up not wanting to return when they 

realize how nice it is to sleep in or attend Second Sweatpants Church Online. I hear    

Second Sweatpants can offer a good cup of coffee too.  
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 TO KNOW CHRIST 
Pray for our Sunday School teachers to teach with love and zeal and for our     

students to grow in the knowledge and understanding of Jesus. 

Ask God’s Spirit to lead and guide Pastor Drew as he plans and prepares         

messages for Sunday. 

 TO BE LIKE CHRIST 
For each day in November, leading up to Thanksgiving, add one gift from God in 

your life to a list, and thank Him for it. 

Ask the Lord to provide wisdom and humility to all the leaders who are elected 

this month to lead our country. 

 TO SHARE CHRIST 
Choose one person in our community who does not know God and pray for    

wisdom to be able to witness and win them for Christ. 

Pray for the church to act as salt and light during this election season in the        

polarized culture in which we live. 

 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Carol Bultsma, Kevin Burma,              

Clair Dyk, Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink,        

Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed, Evelyn Severson, Leona Van Dusseldorp, 

Muriel Van Vuren, and Betty Van Zee 

 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Marie Kok, Pearl Dyk and Cleo Bultsma 

 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

November Birthdays: 

9: Athena Kraayenbrink 

10: Everine Schipper 

11: Gerald Kuipers 

11: Tiffany Sybesma 

11: Lincoln Buitenbos 

14: Nathan Kuipers 

19: Jaden Meyerink 

19: Lance Beltman 

19: Kolbe Dykshorn 

20: Jessica Kaemingk 

21: Kaiden Beltman 

22: Josie Van Zee 

23: Valarie Kuipers 

26: Henrietta Sybesma 

26: John Kuipers 

26: Kahne Dykshorn 

28: Jodi Kuipers 

28: Ron Van Zee 

 

November Anniversaries: 

13: Larry & Jan Hansum 

24: Ron & Jan Van Zee 

30: Curtis & Tiffany Sybesma 


