
And when you start to look through the book, you’ll find a lot of the most 

striking stories and images from all of the Old Testament. The familiar 

blessing still given by pastors today, “May the Lord bless you and keep 
you” (chap. 6), quail and manna (chap. 11), the special spy mission     

(chap. 13), the earth swallowing people up (chap. 16), a budding staff 

(chap. 17), water out of a rock (chap. 20), the bronze snake (chap. 21), and 

that famous talking donkey (chap. 22). We won’t look at every one of these 

stories, but we’ll surely dust off a handful of them.  

One pastor noted the a main lesson uniquely taught to us still today by 

Numbers: when God is leading you, the only thing you have to fear is your 

own sin (maybe President Roosevelt had Numbers in mind when he        

famously said all we have to fear is “fear itself”). But there is clearly a 

warning there. Paul points to Numbers in 1 Corinthians 10:11 and says, 

“These things happened to them as examples and were written down as 

warnings for us.” Numbers warns us against the true terror of doubt and 

the horror of whining against God, or as we say today, ‘biting the hand 

that feeds you.’  

But even better, God’s hand still overcomes all of this. There are glimpses 

throughout of what God will do in Christ. And of course, it ends with God’s 

people on the doorstep of the Promised Land. Numbers vividly shows what 

our song celebrates: “He Leadeth me, He leadeth me; By his own hand He 
leadeth me. His faithful follower I would be, for by His hand He leadeth 
me.”  

I encourage you to sit down and read through this book on your own in 

preparation for our time together, and I hope this journey in the            

wilderness will be a blessing to you all!  

 

In grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Drew 

“He Leadeth Me” – A Sermon Series in Numbers 

 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

August and September can be good months to go camping, with the likelihood 

that weather will be dry. This August, we as a church will also be going out 

“into the wilderness,” to the book of Numbers. This Old Testament book, the 

fourth in the Bible, is the story of Israel’s journey through the wilderness. For 

12-to-13 Sundays, we will join them there as they make their way from 

Mount Sinai, and originally slavery in Egypt, to Mount Zion, and the freedom 

of the Promised Land.  

That in-between journey best represents the position of the Christian life. We 

are pilgrims, journeying to Zion. Like the Israelites, we have been liberated. 

But like the Israelites, sometimes we want to go back. Like the Israelites, 

sometimes we don’t like what God is giving us, and we complain about it. And 

like the Israelites, God has promised us something for the future, and we 

await that final conquest and that final victory, and we have a hard time     

believing Him.  

Numbers isn’t exactly a beloved book, and even mentioning that we’ll have a 

series through it can raise eyebrows. Perhaps this comes from the thrilling 

name, “Numbers,” exciting mathletes everywhere but causing normal        

peoples’ eyes to glaze over. Though there are two important recordings of a 

census in chapters 1 and 26, the original Hebrew name of the book, “In the 

Wilderness” really is more reflective of what’s inside. This is the story of     

Israel’s journey through the wilderness between Sinai and Zion. It’s        

something of a travelogue.  

 
Cont’d on back 
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Thank God for the warmth and the beauty of  summer! 

 Praise God for the ability to meet together for praise and worship. 

 Ask for God’s wisdom to guide our school administrators regarding the 

coming school year and for His protection over the health of  teachers 

and students. 

 Ask God to mercifully bring peace over many of  the cities in our nation 

that are experiencing social unrest and violence. 

 Lift up the numerous couples expecting children within our church for 

health and the wisdom to parent well. 

 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Carol Bultsma, Kevin Burma,              

Clair Dyk, Marie Kok, Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers,                 

Juna Meyerink, Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed, Evelyn Severson,          

Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and Betty Van Zee 

 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Pearl Dyk, Gertie DeJong, Cleo Bultsma, and Ramona Dykstra 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

August Birthdays: 

1: Elmer Visscher 

1: Michael Buitenbos 

2: Alicia Bultsma 

3: Jon Hoeksema 

7: Isabel Pheifer 

13: Albert Kuipers 

13: Judie Visscher 

13: Tonya Weg 

14: Duane Meyerink 

17: Pam Veurink 

18: Elsie Tronvold 

20: Jolinda Kaemingk 

20: Megan (Boltjes) Reiser 

21: Judy Hansum 

21: Lori Selemani (Missionary) 

25: Eugene Brondsema 

26: Karleah Pheifer 

29: Jayda Van Zee 

29: Jessa Van Zee 

30: Alicia Kuipers 

31: Rod Pheifer 

 

 August Anniversaries: 

4: Anthony & Judy Hansum 

10: Mel & Ruth Vanden Bos 

12: Leon & Verna Sprik 

18: Ryan & Amy Van Zee 

20: Dale & Char Severson 

24: Gerald & Vonnie Kuipers 

24: Sherm & Lois Visscher 

25: Darrel & Mary Kraayenbrink 

26: Randy & Nancy Pheifer 

30: Michael & Abby Buitenbos 


