
Social distancing has long-term damage, yes; however, it strikes one who reads 

through the gospels how often Jesus Himself practiced it.  

We need more ‘stop time’ and alone time to reflect, talk with God, and catch our 

breath.   

What is the value of discipleship and fellowship? In their 2009 book The Trellis and the 

Vine, Colin Marshall and Tony Payne eerily set up the following hypothetical:  

Imagine that (a) pandemic swept through your part of the world, and that all 

public assemblies of more than three people were banned by the government 

for reasons of public health and safety. And due to some catastrophic combi-

nation of local circumstances, this ban had to remain in place for 18 months. 

How would a congregation of 120 members continue to function – with no 

regular church gatherings of any kind, and no home groups (except perhaps 

groups of three)?  

We now sort know the answer to this question! But the authors are asking this: how 

do you do discipleship and fellowship without the ‘big gathering’? Marshall and 

Payne    argue that the church ought to be set up in such a way that each person has 2 

or 3 people they closely walk alongside in following the Lord. In other words, church 

life and personal, face-to-face discipleship ought to be immune to viruses, pandemics 

and shutdowns.    

How secure are we? As Americans especially, we can have a way of living our lives as if 

we are untouchable. This is a wake-up call to say that we are not. Our economy can 

become remarkably unstable in an instant. A tiny microbe can inspire fear and terror 

among masses of people. Regardless of what your perspective is on this particular   

virus and its effects and whether or not this has been blown out of proportion, it is 

evidence that a pandemic is possible, and we are not immune. As far as sicknesses 

go, this one is tame – it could be far worse. We aren’t secure. We are frail. The only 

purse that lasts, the only true secure treasure, is the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

Who are you when you are at home? The real question of character comes into play 

when there are less public functions. Pharisee-like religion thrives in public – outward 

actions done to get approval – but who are we when we’re all alone at home? I’m not 

sure if you’ve made use of the Orders of Home Worship, but one reason behind them 

is to     encourage families that worship isn’t just something we do at a particular 

building for people to see. Worship is who we are at home!  

There are, of course, many other questions that you are asking. It is my hope and 

prayer that we will be together as a church family again soon, and I hope that when 

it comes to pass, we will have a renewed sense of gratitude and praise to our God! 

Sincerely,  

Pastor Drew  

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

The month of March was truly unprecedented for all of us. It isn’t often you can truly 

say that. No one in our congregation has lived through what we are currently              

experiencing – a global pandemic inspiring widespread, nationwide orders of         

lockdown and ‘social distancing.’ It seems far from over, and even if life hasn’t 

changed much for some of you, it has generated a lot of conversation, and has me  

asking a few different questions. As one church member put it to me, this is a       

‘wake-up call’ to open our eyes and get us thinking about many things that perhaps we 

wouldn’t have otherwise. Here are a few of them: 

What is the value of our relationships? Initially, I wondered if these measures would      

inspire people to think that we don’t really need other people, and classes, church and 

other events can get by just fine ‘online.’ Instead, it could be the opposite. I hope and 

pray we have a renewed sense of our need for others, and for physical contact.         

Relationships are remarkably important to our well-being, and ‘social distancing’ can 

do long-term damage. Recently, I read about a Harvard University study of over 

300,000 participants which showed that having ‘weak social ties’ was as harmful to 

our health as being an  alcoholic, and twice as harmful as obesity. One of the             

co-authors wrote, “A lack of social relationships was the equivalent of smoking 15  

cigarettes a day.” We need our relationships. There is tremendous encouragement to 

worshiping God as a body, in an auditorium, together, and not on a screen.  

Which relationships are most valuable? This has me thinking about which relationships 

are most valuable. Spending more time around the house has perhaps opened our eyes 

to the fact that if we’re always scrambling around, the people we live with are also 

those we have the least amount of time with. The people closest to us can be the      

people from which we are most distant. God ‘sending us to our rooms,’ and barring 

gatherings and events, reminds us of the value of investing in the people with which 

we live. 

What is the value of solitude? Along with the above point, we Americans could probably 

use the ‘pause’ button. A period to stop running around like chickens without heads, 

to realize that there’s more to life than doing and going.           
Cont’d on back 

  

           Platte  

  Christian Reformed Church 

        April 2020       



FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 pray that we would not be consumed with fear in the midst of  a global 

pandemic 

 pray that the church would bear witness during this time to the living 

hope of  Christ and His kingdom 

 ask for wisdom to world and local leaders who need to make difficult    

decisions to have wisdom and courage 

 Thank the Lord for His common grace and providence that makes a   

global pandemic unusual. 

 pray for students and parents who need to adjust to the new routine of  

home schooling 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Carol Bultsma, Kevin Burma,              

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers,    

Juna Meyerink, Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed, Evelyn Severson,          

Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Clarence Hunsucker, Gertie DeJong, Cleo Bultsma, Ted Bultsma,     

Beckham Sternberg, Chris Dykshorn, Dave Kuipers and Allis Hansum 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 Andi Voss (Christar) 
 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

April Birthdays: 

1: Vernon Van Vuren 

7: Sam Sybesma 

9: Eric Van Zee 

10: Abraham Meyer 

(missionary) 

10: Amber Dykshorn 

10: Devan (Hansum) Haack 

10: Rheanna Pheifer 

11: Muriel Van Vuren 

16: Tyler Weg 

17: Brent Veurink 

21: Corinne Middendorp 

22: Dennis Kok 

22: Doug Kaemingk 

23: Dale Severson 

25: Barb Buitenbos 

26: Ken Van Zee 

27: Nancy Van Zee 

29: Amy Meyer (missionary) 

 

 

April Anniversaries: 

9: Keith & Harriett Sybesma 

19: Curt & Kristi Pheifer 

21: Joel & Su Sybesma 

24: Henry & Barb Buitenbos 

24: Ken & Kim Lieuwen 

26: Wilmer & Joan Niewenhuis 

30: Brian & Shelly DeGroot 

 


