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“A Pastor’s Lament – One More Note on How Satan Works”
Before using our next few newsletters to go through the various vices and virtues of
Christianity (as I promised last month), a recent sermon and current events have
combined to make me think a different topic is necessary this month. First, a recent
sermon. One of our sermon’s in February focused on the work of Satan in the church
as described by 2 Corinthians 11. I had to leave quite a bit out of that message.
There’s much more that can be said.
Second, the current events. As I was preparing that message on Satan’s work, I ran
into several news stories that seemed to really display the effects of his work today.
First, on February 10, an investigative team at the Houston Chronicle published a
story naming over 250 people since 2007 who either volunteered or worked in
Southern Baptist churches who had been charged with sex crimes. Since 1998, 220
offenders have been convicted or took plea deals, while dozens more cases were
pending. The article states, “They left behind more than 700 victims, many of them
shunned by their churches, left to themselves to rebuild their lives. Some were urged
to forgive their abusers or to get abortions.”
At the same time, news was coming out from one of the more popular evangelical
mega-churches in Chicagoland, Harvest Bible Chapel, that their Senior Pastor, James
MacDonald (also the founder of popular radio program Walk in the Word) was being
fired “for engaging in conduct that the Elders believe is contrary and harmful to the
best interests of the church.” Though there isn’t space here to get into the (many)
details, the final straw was when a recording of MacDonald had been played by
Chicago radio station where he went on a vulgar, slander-laced tirade against
Christianity Today and a reporter who had investigated his conduct at the church.
Those investigations had alleged misconduct by MacDonald related to church
finances and excommunicating two elders who dared speak out against him.
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I bring up these events because it is added evidence of how Satan works in the
church of Christ. Reading stories of women recounting times when pastors – men
who serve as ambassadors of Jesus Christ – repeatedly abused them sexually or
encouraged them to get abortions is sickening. This is the height of wickedness. In
the Harvest Bible Chapel situation, the church is once again mocked and ridiculed as
a haven for con-men and control freaks. It’s another reason added to an already
long list of why pastors are some of the least trusted people among Americans.
As a pastor, I lament these things. I grieve those victims who may never step foot in
a church again. I grieve the mistrust that people reasonably have in the church and
in pastors. I grieve the shame brought upon the name of Jesus. It is evidence again
that Satan is living and active.
I am reminded again of the importance of Elders in particular who keep watch not
only over the flock, but over the shepherd. These men can never be my ‘puppets’ or
‘yes men.’ I am accountable – and happy to be accountable – for your sake and for
the sake of Christ’s name. I am reminded again also of the value and wisdom in
denominations. They have their own problems; however, these structures aim to
prevent exactly the kind of conduct now coming to light in non-denominational
megachurches in places like Seattle (Mars Hill Church) and Chicago (Willow Creek
and now Harvest Bible Chapel).
However, far more than any structures, I am reminded of the importance of prayer.
Prayers that you bring for me, for our elders, and for our church and the CRC, that
we would avoid both signs of Satan’s activity (deadness and error in either practice
or beliefs). And it is right to grieve and lament on behalf of anyone hurt by those
they should have trusted most.
In Christ,
Pastor Drew

FAMILY PRAYER NOTES
GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS:


During these months of changing seasons, praise God for being sovereign
through every season of life.



Ask God to make our church faithful in the midst of a changing culture to the
unchanging word of God.



Request the appropriate weather in the next months for good calving and
planting by farmers.



Pray that those planning our women’s retreat in April, and ask God to use it to
foster greater unity and closer relationships centered on our shared faith.



Ask the Lord to protect our pastor and our leaders from both unbelief/
burn-out, and error in either their beliefs/teaching or their conduct.

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers:


Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Ted & Carol Bultsma, Kevin Burma,
Gertie DeJong, Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Clarence Hunsucker,
JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed, Evelyn Severson,
Harriet Sprik, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, and Betty Van Zee

Those Mourning the Loss of:


Esther Hoekman, Alfred Van Zee, Don Severson, and Helen Pheifer.

Missionaries:





Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico)
Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa)
LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea)
Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic )
Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information)

March Birthdays:

March Anniversaries:

4: Pastor Drew Hoekema

1: Mike & Kris Kuipers

5: Kim Lieuwen

5: Clarence & Elaine Boltjes

6: Su Sybesma

6: Harlan & Judy Van Genderen

7: Char Severson

12: John & Gracia Kuipers

7: Jackson DeGroot

18: Lyle & Everine Schipper

8: Ezekiel Kuipers

28: Elroy & Carol Kaemingk

12: Harlan Van Genderen
15: Taryn Hoeksema
18: Kevin Dyk

18: Rozella Baan Hofman
20: Braden Voss (Missionary)
26: Anessa Voss (Missionary)
28: Esther HoekmanϮ

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com

