
But is it really that big of a deal? It is widely held that since pornography and    
fornication (consensual sex outside marriage) “don’t hurt anyone else,” they are 
fine. That ignores the damage done to one’s heart as it longs for love and finds   
only the emptiness and loneliness of lust, to your soul as you descend deeper into 
addiction, to so many women enslaved by the porn industry, to so many families 
undone by adultery, and to any future spouses of your unmarried sexual partner 
and most of all, to the God who created you for pure love.  

So what do you do about it? First, it is good to follow the Bible’s advice: flee!      
(1 Cor 6:18) But second, merely putting filters on your computer is insufficient  
because the problem isn’t on the computer; the problem is in the heart. Lust must 
be replaced, and such a powerful force requires a powerful conqueror. Its only 
match is love. Too many young men are pointed merely to accountability partners 
and computer filters when they also need to be pointed again and again to the   
selfless, pure love of Jesus Christ for their soul. In Jesus, we finally taste truly  
selfless love that satisfies the hole that we previously tried to fill through lust. 
Fight lust by embracing the love of Christ. Help your children learn how to love by 
receiving the love of Jesus.  

That love gives the strength to plow the new sledding tracks of love into our       
actions. You consciously think about those of the other sex as people to serve, not 
objects to use. Anyone other than your spouse is viewed as either your sibling or 
your child. Perhaps you consciously fight lust by telling yourself, “that’s my       
sister” or “that’s my brother.”  

Connected to this, Rebecca Konendyk DeYoung prescribes a surprising weapon 
for the heart against lust: friendship. It makes sense when you think about it, for 
many who run to lust are seeking the closeness and togetherness that we actually 
feel most fully in friendship. Thus, Christian young people would do well to build 
the sledding track of love by devoting themselves to friendships across sexes      
instead of just jumping into today’s teenage romantic relationships (rip-offs of 
marriage). For the married, love with a spouse (and thus sexual enjoyment) will 
actually grow as a bi-product of investing in your friendship. So let’s all seek      
robust friendships, based on genuine love. Let’s encourage our spouses toward 
friends that “stick closer than a brother.” Let’s connect especially with the          
unmarried to build the community, fellowship and togetherness that we all crave, 
the love that no one can truly find from love’s rip-off.   

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

Pastor Drew    

The Final ‘Sledding Track’ – From Lust to Love 

 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

This month, I cover the seventh and final ‘deadly sin.’ I’ve been calling these vices 
sledding tracks since they are paths worn into our hearts, and you just seem to    
automatically go down them. Lust is the seventh of those paths. It is time to leave it 
and plow the new path of love.  

I call lust the “rip-off vice.” Lust is the rip-off of love. It seems like and feels like 
but definitely is not love. Young people will tell each other they ‘love’ each other 
or that they are ‘in love,’ when, in fact, they don’t have a clue what it means to 
love and are acting in lust. Really, the only thing love and lust have in common is 
their connection to sex. Lust can be defined as an excessive desire for the pleasure 
of sex. Meanwhile, love is expressed between people through the act of sex. But 
the common ground ends there.  

Consider the differences. First, their different objects. Who are they for? Love is 
for another person; lust is for me. Like I said above, love is not actually about that 
other person, but about me and my desire. And so that other person isn’t a person 
at all. Love looks at a person, but lust, looks at an object for consumption. Lust 
works within someone to turn God’s beautiful son or daughter before them into 
something more like a cheeseburger. Then, consider the action. What do they do? 
Love gives; lust takes. Love wants to serve because it is aimed away from you, lust 
takes because it is aimed within you. Last, consider their ends. Love is an action of 
giving that leaves one filled; lust is an action of taking that leaves one feeling  
empty. We often don’t realize the difference between lust and love until the end, 
when it’s too late. Lust leaves you empty because sex was never designed to be the 
point. It was designed to be a biproduct of love. Only when it isn’t the point does it 
actually provide more satisfaction, which is why surveys have consistently shown 
that those most fulfilled sexually are those practicing it in the context of a        
committed marriage (how shocking that God’s designs actually give people joy). 
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Pray for our church to have a new appreciation for the incarnation of     

Jesus – the miracle of  God coming to earth as a baby. 

 Ask for the true message of  Christmas to shine through in this season and 

for some in our community to be saved because of  it. 

 Thank the Lord for a year of  blessings and pray for improved farming 

conditions in the next year. 

 Take any shortcomings or regrets from this past year and bring them     

before the Lord to receive grace and ask for His help to repent. 

 Remember those who has great difficulty during the holidays because of  

losses experienced. 

 Choose one person within our fellowship and one person outside our    

fellowship and commit to pray weekly or daily in 2020 for their next step 

toward Christ. 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Ted & Carol Bultsma, Kevin Burma,           

Gertie DeJong, Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Clarence Hunsucker,             

Sarah Kraayenbrink, JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Ruth Pranger,             

Cheryl Reed, Evelyn Severson, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van 

Vuren, and Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Beckham Sternberg, Ken Kuipers, Chris Dykshorn, Dave Kuipers, Pegge 

Pranger, Harriet Sprik, and Allis Hansum. 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

December Birthdays: 

1: Clair Dyk 

3: Gretchen Kuipers 

5: Triniti Kuipers 

6: Roland Bultsma 

7: Ian Kuipers 

8: Joey Kuipers 

11: Hannah Hansum 

12: Jim Buitenbos 

14: Clarence Hunsucker 

14: Verna Sprik 

17: Sarah Kraayenbrink 

19: Joyce Meyerink 

21: Shelly DeGroot 

22: Elaine Boltjes 

23: Brady Kok 

24: Pegge Pranger
Ϯ
  

25: Victoria Selemani (Missionary) 

28: Alan Weg 

28: Marie Kok 

28: Marie Kuipers 

29: LaVeryl Voss (Missionary) 

30: Candy Van Dusseldorp 

 

 

December  Anniversaries: 

16: Calvin & Jessica Wunderink 

 (Missionary) 

22: Ken & Dee Kredit 

31: Jim & Vicky Buitenbos 


