
 

families, and so I do hope you can take advantage in the coming year! We’ll begin 
the year with a series on some of the basics of life as a family, talking about        
marriage, parenting and relationships. 

I will be praying that God blesses 2018 and equips us in our mission to know Jesus 
as Lord and Savior, to be more like Jesus in word and deed, and to share Jesus at 
home and throughout the world. 

Happy New Year! 

In Christ,  

Pastor Drew  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

It is difficult to believe that Katie and I have now been here full-time for nearly 
two years. It feels as though we’ve been here for much longer in that this place 
very much feels like home; however, it also feels much shorter in that we’re some-
times still not sure what we’re doing! We continue to be thankful to God for 
bringing us here and to you for your encouragement, your generosity, and your  
patience.  

I wanted to share just a few things as we turn the calendar to 2018 for the coming 
year. We’re going to begin the year with a short sermon series in the morning that 
I’m calling “Shepherding 101.” These messages will cover the Bible’s emphasis on 
God’s work as a shepherd and his people as sheep, leading into the importance he 
has placed on the church as his agent in shepherding people. We have considered 
these truths as elders, and you should be getting a small packet outlining some of 
the plans we have made to carry out God’s calling. We have a desire to be more 
faithful as Elders in visiting you and guiding you toward mature Christian faith, 
and so these sermons will explain how God wants us to do that. In February, we’ll 
return to our series in Acts, “King on a Mission.”  

Our evening worship will change quite a bit, not only with a 5:30 PM meeting 
time but also with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper six times per year. As I 
mentioned at our congregational meeting, I see evening worship as an excellent 
opportunity to do some things together that we aren’t able to do Sunday        
mornings. We intend that this be a teaching time and a family time. We unpack 
some basic Christian doctrines together, but we also have a group that tends to be 
more limited to our members – a family setting that is appropriate for the Lord’s 
Supper. My hope is that this would also be an opportunity for us to share with 
each other testimonies of God’s grace in our lives and lift each other up in specific 
prayers of encouragement. These times will be especially beneficial to younger 
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES – JANUARY 2018 

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Pray for an unbeliever that you know in our community to confess 

the name of  Jesus as Lord and Savior in 2018. 

 Ask God to raise us up at disciples of  Christ and then give us       

confidence and love for making other disciples. 

 Pray that in one particular area of  your life, you would do what God 

wants and not what you want. 

 Ask God for a bountiful harvest in 2018 and thank Him for how He 

provided again in 2017. 

 During these winter months, thank God for the gift of  homes,     

heating, and comfortable blankets! 

 Examine your heart for possible sinful patterns, and pray that, this 

year, the Spirit might help you put it to death. 

 Pray for the children of  our church: pray that their hearts would be 

shaped to love and serve Christ.   

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong,        

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Esther Hoekman, Clarence Hunsucker, 

JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer, Ruth Pranger, Cheryl 

Reed, Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik, Leona Van Dusseldorp, 

Muriel Van Vuren, Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Jennie Bultsma, Darrell Kuipers, Janet DeJong, Ann Vander Pol,   

Viola Vander Tuin, Harriett Meyerink, and Lois Van Zee. 

28: Elroy Kaemingk 

28: Grace Meyer (Missionary) 

30: Clarence Boltjes 

 

January Anniversaries: 

1: Pastor Drew & Katie Hoekema 

January Birthdays: 

5: Sonya Hansum 

6: Vic Bultsma 

7: Evelyn Severson 

7: Kristi Pheifer 

7: Wendell Kuipers 

8: Caleb Veurink 

9: Tony Hansum 

13: Darrell Kuipers
Ϯ
 

15: Pastor Ben Meyer (Missionary) 

18: Curt Pheifer 

19: Ken Lieuwen 

19: Kris Sybesma 

20: Amy Van Zee 

23: Jevin Meyerink 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 


