
A second thought: I joked that people travel to the Corn Palace to be truly 

‘blown away,’ but that got me thinking: how often do you travel to places that 

are so promoted and built up in your mind, only to be really underwhelmed? My 

mind went to another South Dakota tourist destination: Wall Drug. I grew up 

traveling I-90 each summer, watching as the countless Wall Drug billboards went 

by. But I’ve heard the same testimony time and time again by people who        

actually went to Wall Drug: this is it? All the ‘buzz’ of the billboards make it look 

like you’re going to something like Yosemite, something truly life changing, and 

then you get Wall Drug. At least there’s cheap coffee, I suppose. And this is     

exactly the way that anything sinful or idolatrous operates in life: it promises to 

be huge and life-changing. It says you can’t miss it. It calls to you and pleads for 

you and makes big promises, and so then you accept. You get off the interstate. 

You go there, and you arrive, and, ‘this is it?’ With sin, what you get is actually 

death.  

 

Meanwhile, you also find the opposite along the road. Sometimes when you 

travel, you stumble on a little un-promoted place. A restaurant or a store or a  

scenic area that shocks you with how good it is. I think of these as ‘diamonds in 

the rough.’ Hole-in-the-wall restaurants you hesitated to enter. Stores that looked 

like nothing inside would be worth seeing. Areas you’ve never heard of that   

capture your attention. To me, this is how it is with the things of God. This is 

how it is with Scripture: you wouldn’t assume to find much in a dusty old book 

with a lot of fine print and no original art, but then you start reading, and it 

blows your hair back and changes your life. Certain people: you go into a       

conversation thinking there won’t be much, and then you leave the conversation 

a changed person. You’ve found ‘a diamond in the rough.’ Let’s keep stopping 

and looking at these places on the ‘road trip’ of life!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pastor Drew 

 

 “Road Tripping”  

 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

 

In this past month’s sermon from Psalm 96, I asked the question of why people 

love visiting places that make them feel small. Places like the Badlands, the Grand 

Canyon, Yosemite, or even your backyard as you look up at the host of stars 

above. To feel small, I suggested, puts our hearts at rest because we finally feel 

what is true: that we are small and God is glorious and immense. We want to be 

blown away by something bigger than ourselves, and only God truly fits the bill 

for that desire. But I wanted to share a few follow-up thoughts to this idea.  

 

First, one church member asked me on the way out after the message how         

remarkable it is that, though we are so small, God still does care about us. She 

nailed it. This adds Psalm 8 to Psalm 96: “When I consider your heavens, the 

work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is 

man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? You 

made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and 

honor.” Man is so small and so insignificant in relation to the glory and splendor 

of God, and yet God crowns man with glory and honor. God knows each ‘little’ 

person intimately, which each of their days ordained before one comes to be     

(Ps 139). God is so concerned for us ‘little’ people that He sends His own son as a 

sacrifice to bring us back to Him.  
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Lift up our local schools and all the kids and teachers who will be             
returning for another year. Pray that Dakota Christian School faithfully 

shapes students’ minds as disciples of  Jesus. 

 Pray that God would use our church’s Sunday School ministry and its 

teachers to raise up disciples of  Christ. 

 Ask God to bless young families with wisdom to manage their time 

amidst numerous demands of  them and their children. 

 Pray for those who live nearest to you and ask God for opportunities to 

show hospitality and love that might point them to Christ. 

 Thank God for the great growing weather that He’s given this summer 

and ask for a favorable return in the harvest this fall. 

Pray for our church council as they lead the church forward and make  

decisions each month. Ask God to give them wisdom, courage and love 

for His church. 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman, Ted Bultsma, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong, 

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Clarence Hunsucker, JoAnn Kuipers,           

Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer, Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed,                     

Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik, Leona Van Dusseldorp, and      

Muriel Van Vuren, Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Alfred VanZee, MacKenzie Haack,  Esther Hoekman, Cornie & Eleanor 

Lieuwen, Jennie Bultsma, Darrell Kuipers, and Andrew Sybesma. 

29: Jessa Van Zee 

30: Alicia Kuipers 

31: Rod Pheifer 

 

August Anniversaries: 

4: Anthony & Judy Hansum 

10: Mel & Ruth Vanden Bos 

12: Leon & Verna Sprik 

18: Ryan & Amy Van Zee 

20: Dale & Char Severson 

24: Gerald & Vonnie Kuipers 

24: Sherm & Lois Visscher 

25: Darrel & Mary Kraayenbrink 

26: Carlyle & Helen Pheifer 

26: Randy & Nancy Pheifer 

30: Michael & Abby Buitenbos 

 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Calvin & Jessica Wunderink (TeachBeyond-Czech Republic ) 

 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

August Birthdays: 

31: Elmer Visscher 

1: Michael Buitenbos 

2: Alicia Bultsma 

3: Jon Hoeksema 

5: Katelyn DeLange 

7: Isabel Pheifer 

13: Albert Kuipers 

13: Judie Visscher 

13: Tonya Weg 

14: Duane Meyerink 

17: Pam Veurink 

18: Elsie Tronvold 

20: Jolinda Kaemingk 

20: Megan Boltjes 

21: Judy Hansum 

21: Lori Selemani (Missionary) 

25: Eugene Brondsema 

26: Karleah Pheifer 

29: Jayda Van Zee 


