
Cont’d on back... 

A book for those wrestling with suffering and grief: Why Does It Have 

to Hurt? The Meaning of Christian Suffering by Dan G. McCartney, 133 

pages. A few years ago we walked through a book on suffering together, 
and in hindsight, I think it should have been this book. In a very reada-

ble, simple style, McCartney asks the tough questions while concluding 
that if you’re a Christian, you’ve been called to suffer.   

 

A book on a current issue: Is God anti-gay? And other questions about    

homosexuality, the Bible and same-sex attraction by Sam Allberry, 90 pages.. 

Allberry is a devoted Christian and pastor of a reformed church in the 
United Kingdom. He also experiences same-sex attraction himself. 
With this perspective, he helpfully walks through what we can (and 

need to be able to) say with certainty from the Bible about marriage, 
sexuality and same-sex attraction. It is a sorely needed book for all 

Christians.  

 

A book to help you walk more like Jesus: The Pursuit of Holiness by  

Jerry Bridges, 208 pages. Bridges is one of the most helpful writers 
when it comes to making good theology practical. God calls us to be 

holy, but many Christians might not be sure exactly how that should or 
could happen. Bridges has some answers in a really encouraging way 

without crossing into the dangerous waters of moralism.  

 

Bonus: A good devotional book – Morning and Evening, by Charles 

Spurgeon. I’m going to be honest…there’s a lot of really bad devotional 
books out there. So much so that I hesitate to even recommend one and 

usually just suggest people read a passage of Scripture each day instead 
or spend time meditating on the Psalms. But there’s also some good 

ones, and this one was a particular blessing to me, particularly in its  
focus on Jesus as the center of Scripture and of life.  

 

If you’d like other recommendations, please come talk to me! Happy reading!  

In Christ, Pastor Drew 

“5 Books You Should Read – And Can Read!” 

Dear Platte CRC Family, 

One important way to grow in knowing Christ, being like Christ and sharing Christ 

is through reading good books. I have heard the responses – “I’m not really the 
reading type…that theology stuff is way beyond me…etc.” – but honestly, I don’t 

buy it. First, I don’t buy it because I’m not really the reading type. I have to force 
myself to read and it doesn’t come easy. But second, I don’t buy it because you 

study and read about things you love. It makes me a little concerned when a farmer 
says he’s unable to read about theology; however, the farming magazines are read 
cover-to-cover, and this same farmer could explain some very complex things about 

soil management or plan growth to me. It’s simple: we study what we love. That 
being said, here’s five good books I would recommend, plus a bonus                     

recommendation for devotional use. These are all books short enough for even the 
most busy to handle.  

A book to help you read the Bible with others and yourself:          

One-to-One Bible Reading by David Helm, 103 pages. Helm explains 

two really practical approaches you can bring to any passage of the 

Bible so that your study is more fruitful. Excellent to use if you want 
to simply meet up with another person and study Scripture. Also     
includes a whole bunch of sample worksheets and questions for use 

with different genres. I have a bunch of these available in the pastor’s 
study and want to give them out – that’s how much I love this book.  

 

A book to understand the gospel better: The Prodigal God: Recovering 

the Heart of the Christian Faith by Timothy Keller, 156 pages. Keller is 

pastor of a reformed church in New York City. Here, he takes a fresh 

look at the story of the Prodigal Son and takes away some very     
helpful truths about the way that God works with us. The back cover 
sums it up well: “Keller uncovers the essential message of Jesus, 

locked inside his most familiar parable. Within that parable Jesus    
reveals God’s prodigal grace toward both the irreligious and the    

            moralistic.”  
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 As the seasons begin to turn again, praise God that there is no shadow of 

turning with Him…praise Him for His steadfast love and faithfulness. 

 Ask God to open your eyes to needs that are right here in Platte and the 

surrounding area that you might be able to meet, especially people who 

need the gospel. 

 Think of one fruit of the Spirit that you’d like to grow in and pray for God 

to grow that fruit in your life each day this month. 

 Lift up to God those who struggle with chronic pain, weakness or illness 

in our church family.  

 Pray for the marriage of Jonathan Hoeksema and Taryn Vander Pol, who 

will be married on September 30. 

 Ask for God to provide weather that would be favorable for harvest and 

for cattle feeding. 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Jennie Bultsma, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong, Janet DeJong,                       

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Esther Hoekman, Clarence Hunsucker,          

JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer, Ruth Pranger,            

Cheryl Reed, Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik, Ann Vander Pol, 

Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Viola Vander Tuin, Harriet Meyerink, Andrew Sybesma,                     

Henry & Jeanette DeLange and the Westerhuis family. 

 

27: Jan Hansum 

27: Ken Overweg 

28: John Buitenbos 

29: Roy Lorensen 

30: Clarence Van Essen 

 

September Anniversaries: 

1: Ken & Karla Overweg 

6: John & Elsie Tronvold 

8: Merle & Joyce Meyerink 

10: Brent & Pam Veurink 

13: Jeremy & Keri Bultsma 

16: Duane & Tammy Meyerink 

25: Chris & Amber Dykshorn 

September Birthdays: 

3: Dave Kuipers 

3: Jerome Bentz 

3: Sheryl Brondsema 

7: Nancy Pheifer 

8: Kalee Dykshorn 

9: Cheryl Reed 

9: Keith Sybesma 

13: Keri Bultsma 

14: Lydia Hansum 

16: Delores Kuipers 

16: John Tronvold 

17: Gracia Kuipers 

18: Helen Pheifer 

18: Sherm Visscher 

19: Hennie Van Essen 

19: Kathy Bultsma 

25: Danika Voss (Missionary) 

25: Jan Van Vuren 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Don & Mae Wunderink (SIM– Peru) 

 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 


