
constantly? Why is this ‘unusual’? What keeps it from happening today 

and tomorrow and the next day? Second, if God does not exist, then we 

shouldn’t really be bothered by the shooting. If God doesn’t exist and   

evolutionary theories are correct, this was just one animal taking out a 

bunch of other animals. Survival of the fittest. If there’s no God, there’s 

nothing special about humans, and so the loss of over 50 people isn’t   

tragic. Only the existence of God gives humans precious dignity and value 

and makes this truly horrific.   

Third, looks can be deceiving. People are rightly terrified by the fact that        

Stephen Paddock, who looked regular and seemed to be living a pretty      

regular life (“He did stuff…ate burritos,” his brother said), living in a    

regular house, with no deep criminal record, could do something like this. 

As I mentioned in the story of Ananias and Sapphira, Satan masquerades 

as an angel of light (2 Cor 11:14). We assume he would show up with a 

pitchfork and horns. We think we’d be able to spot someone who would 

do something like this a mile away. That just isn’t true. Which leads to a 

more general truth: how do you really ‘know’ the people around you? In 

some ways, you can’t fully know anyone; however, I don’t ask this to   

suggest no one should be trusted. I ask this because we as Christians do a 

lot of assuming. We say, “he’s nice,” and conclude, “everything’s good 

with him.” “They smile…seems like things are good!” That may not be 

true. Just think of yourself! We ought to be seeking to grow in truly   

knowing one another and bearing one another’s burdens. When someone 

is left to be completely unknown by the assumptions of everyone around, 

Satan is able to do big damage. 

By reason of events like this, we pray, ‘Lord Jesus, come quickly.’  

In Christ, Pastor Drew  

 

1 
James Hamblin, The Impotence of Blaming ‘Evil’ in The Atlantic (Published online 10/2/17).  

Cont’d on back... 

Reflecting on Las Vegas – November 2017 

It has now been a month since a gunman killed over fifty and injured        

hundreds by firing down upon a country music festival from his Mandalay 

Bay Hotel room in Las Vegas. I have not said a lot about it yet, but a 

month of reflection has me wanting to share a few thoughts.  

First, if the reports and details are accurate, President Trump’s statement that this 

was an ‘act of pure evil’ is appropriate. We ought to be very troubled by the             

increasing frequency of shootings in our country, but who or what is to 

blame? Guns and lack of gun control laws? A lack of mental health       

awareness or treatment? Is ISIS an option? God? When President Trump 

chalked this up to ‘evil,’ it was met with a sneer by many, especially those 

who saw his words as seeking to avoid assigning blame to guns. One   

writer in The Atlantic asked an interesting question: If guns aren’t a      

problem, why does the U.S. have so many more shootings than any other 

country?1 My response might be this: we have so many shootings because 

of the very fact that our society has denied the reality of evil, or anything 

spiritual for that matter. Unlike much of the world, much of America     

denies a spiritual realm and insists on a material explanation for every-

thing. Denying both God and evil has ushered in a deep brokenness that 

can only lead to where we are. In addition, the lack of a defined motive is 

also telling. They can’t figure out why he did it. That is just a telltale sign 

of evil. Satan’s work is merely to steal, kill and destroy. Where the main 

motive is just death and chaos, there you find God’s enemy. 

Second, those who argue that this is more evidence of either no God or a weak God 

have some bigger problems to consider. First, if this is a sign that God either 

does not exist or does not have control, then why does this not happen 
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Give thanks for another growing season and another harvest 

 Give thanks that God has made Himself  known to us in His perfect 

Word 

 Give thanks that we can look forward to the coming of  God’s King-

dom, where Jesus will reign in perfect justice and mercy! 

 Give thanks for the health care in this country and in our area in           

particular – give thanks for our doctors, nurses and staff. 

 Give thanks for your spouse and all his/her gifts; if  single, give 

thanks for the perfect, enduring love in Jesus Christ. 

 Give thanks that though your sins were as scarlet, in Christ they are 

made white as snow!   

 Give thanks for the various ways God has spared you from tempta-

tion, sin or sin’s consequences in the past. 

Nursing Home Residents, Shut-ins and their Caretakers: 

 Jennie Bultsma, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong, Janet DeJong,                       

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Esther Hoekman, Clarence Hunsuck-

er,          JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer, Ruth 

Pranger,            Cheryl Reed, Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik,                          

Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, Betty Van Zee 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Ann Vander Pol, Viola Vander Tuin, Harriet Meyerink, Andrew 

Sybesma and the Westerhuis family. 

 

November Anniversaries: 

13: Larry & Jan Hansum 

24: Ron & Jan Van Zee 

30: Curtis & Tiffany Sybesma 

November Birthdays: 

8: Don Wunderink (Missionary) 

9: Athena Kraayenbrink 

10: Everine Schipper 

11: Gerald Kuipers 

11: Tiffany Sybesma 

19: Jaden Meyerink 

19: Kolbe Dykshorn 

20: Jessica Kaemingk 

22: Josie Van Zee 

23: Jevin Meyerink 

26: Henrietta Sybesma 

26: John Kuipers 

26: Kahne Dykshorn 

28: Jodi Kuipers 

28: Ron Van Zee 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Don & Mae Wunderink (SIM– Peru) 

 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 


