
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
A fruitful ministry will not abandon the gospel by over-contextualizing to its place and culture, 
nor will it privatize the gospel by under-contextualizing to its place and culture. 
Stephen Witmer 
  

BREAKING GROUND 

How would you describe the context of Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood to an international 

friend who has never seen the show to better understand the intent of the program? 

DIGGING DEEPER 

We live in an ever-changing world. The world of our grandparents is long gone, and 

change is happening at an ever-increasing speed with each passing day. If you are under 

30 (or perhaps a bit older), it is difficult to remember much of a world without cell 

phones and email. Yet, for the older generation, we still recall rotary phones, personal 

letters in an envelope with a stamp, and social networking that was done from the front 

porch.  

 

In the old days, the only way to take the offering was through passing the plate and the 

only singing was from a hymnal. For many churches offering plates and hymnals gave 

way to electronic fund transfers and praise songs projected on a screen.  

 

Yet, the one unchanging constant that remains is the Bible itself. Oh yes, we can now 

access them on a smart phone or tablet, but the message of Scripture, however you 

access it, has remained relevant to every generation throughout the passing of time. 



1. What stood out to you in this chapter? 

 

2. Can you think of an example of a church over-contextualizing the gospel? 

 

Can you think of an example of a church under-contextualizing the gospel? 

 

3. Do you believe the Bible is still relevant? If so, why? 

 

4. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.  How can you become a ‘partner of the gospel’ according to 

this passage.  Give some practical examples.  

 

5. Name a community need that Chancellor should address that requires no money? 

 

6. Sharing the Gospel to children, how do we contextualize the message to reach our 

audience better? 

 

 

GETTING GROWING 

Simple Church, by Thom Rainer and Erick Geiger, establishes that members of a church 

need to do three things—gather together in corporate worship, gather in small groups 

for Bible study, and be involved in a ministry outside the church. 

 

Examine your activity at Chancellor and reflect on your involvement: 

I. Am I regularly worshipping on Sunday mornings? 

II. Am I regularly studying Scripture in a small group? 

III. Am I regularly involved in a Chancellor ministry outside the walls of our building? 


