
A NEW DAWN (Week of 10/24/21) 
Acts 2:1-41 

 

BREAKING GROUND 

1. When you were at high school, what was the best food served in the cafeteria?  

 

2. Who was your most influential teacher? Why?  

DIGGING DEEPER 

For all of its amazing history, Jerusalem does not meet the criteria that usually make for a 

great city. Built in the hills of Judah on the edge of the wilderness, with little natural access 

to water or major trade routes.  God selected this city in order to put the power of His Holy 

Spirit on full display.  It’s here that King David established a capital for Old Testament Israel, 

where Solomon built the temple of the Lord, and where Jesus died and rose again.  

Jerusalem was the perfect birthplace for the New Testament church, as thousands of 

people came to the city from all over the Mediterranean in order to celebrate Pentecost. 

After their conversation to Christ, these new disciples took the Gospel throughout the 

Roman world.   
 

The Book of Acts records the dawn of the New Testament church, and the Holy Spirit is the 

central character in this book. About 75% of the book references to the Holy Spirit depict 

Him empowering people to speak. The Book of Acts makes clear that the Spirit’s highest 

priority is to use us as His mouthpieces to share the good news that Jesus is the Messiah 

and Savior of the world, sent by the Father to grant new life and forgiveness to everyone 

who turns to Christ in faith.   
 

At the dawn of the New Testament church in AD 33, there were about 3,000 Christians in 

the world.  By about AD 100, that number multiplied to 8,000 Christians all over the Roman 

Empire.  In AD 300, this number exploded to 6-7 million Christians on earth! By this time, 

about 10% of the Roman Empire had turned to Jesus as their Savior and Lord.   
 

Not only did these early centuries of church history experience astonishing advancement of 

the Gospel, but Christians also faced persecution.  By AD 325, at least 2 million Christians 

have been martyred for their faith.  Early Christian leader Tertullian wrote in AD 197, “The 

blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” He recognized that it was often when 

persecution struck Jesus’ followers most fiercely that the Holy Spirit caused the Gospel to 

bear its greatest fruit.  Today, more Christians are persecuted and killed for their faith than 

ever before in world history. Nevertheless, the kingdom of God continues to advance 

around the globe as the Gospel is proclaimed to thousands of people groups who have 

never heard it before.   

 



1. John 14:15-31 describes the Holy Spirit -the Spirit of Truth – as an Advocate, a 

Comforter, and a Helper. How would you describe the Holy Spirit? 
 

2. Read 1 John 2:26-29. If the Holy Spirit is to you what Jesus was to the Disciples, what 

should your relationship with the Holy Spirit look like? 
 

Read John 16:4-15. In what ways is it better to have the Holy Spirit within us than is 

to have Jesus Himself in the room with us? 
 

3. Read John 10:25-30 and John 14:1-11. How did Jesus’ life demonstrate complete 

dependence on the Father? 
 

4. Read Acts 2:14-18 and Acts 2:37-47. How was the church changed when the Holy 

Spirit came? 
 

Read Acts 1:8. Jesus told the disciples that they would “receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you”. What would it look like for us to walk in this same power? 
 

5. Read Psalm 25:14 and Romans 8:12-17. How can Christians be more aware of what 

the Holy Spirit is doing in their lives? 
 

6. Read Luke 4:18. What dream do you have that seems impossible and could only be 

accomplished if the Holy Spirit showed up?  
 

GETTING GROWING 

1. Take time this week to search out the will of God for your life and rest in assurance 

of his faithfulness as you pray.  
 

2. Spend time studying the Scriptures with the Holy Spirit. Pray and ask the Spirit to 

show you the meaning of the words you are reading. Allow him to apply Scripture 

directly to your life. (1 Corinthians 2:10, James 1:5). 


