
SERMON NOTES 

 

Experiencing a Crisis of Belief 

Acts 10: 9-14 

 

“Lord whatever You have to do, please do it in _____ now.”   

 

“Who am _____, that _____ should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites 

out of Egypt” Exodus 3:11 NIV 

 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 

__________________ years, and a ___________________ years are like 

a day.  II Peter 3:8 NIV 

 

A Crisis of Belief.   

• Is an opportunity to grow _______________.   

• Is an opportunity for a ___________ relationship with God 

• Requires our faith to grow. 

• Helps us to ________ on and ________ God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONNECT QUESTIONS 

 

Are You Available to God? 

Jim worked hard to become the CEO of his company. For years he had 
focused on climbing the corporate ladder, paying whatever price was 
necessary to get to the top. Jim had never asked God why He had placed 
him in his influential position. Jim prayed and asked God to open his eyes 
to what He was doing in the company. That week someone on his staff 
began talking about the Bible. When Jim answered the questions, the 
employee asked him how he knew so much about the Bible. He asked Jim 
what he could do to know the Bible the way Jim did. 

Pray and watch to see what God does next. 

Only the Father knows what He has purposed, and He knows the best way 
to accomplish His will. He knows why He brought these individuals 
together in this company and why He gave Jim the responsibility of 
bringing them together. After you pray, get off your knees and watch to see 
what God does next. 

For Jim, it might be to lead a Bible study for interested employees on 
Wednesdays during the lunch hour. Suppose someone in the plant comes 
to Jim and says, “My family is really having a hard time financially. I am 
having an especially tough time with my teenager.” 

Make the connection. 

Jim would pray, “God, show me where You are at work.” He needs to make 
the connection between his prayers and what happens next. If you do not 
connect what happens next, you may miss God’s answer to your prayer. 
Always connect what happens next. So, then what should Jim do next? 

Find out what God is already doing by asking probing questions. 

Ask the kind of questions that will reveal what is happening in a person’s 
life to find out what God is doing. 

The person responds, “I really don’t have a relationship with God. But since 
having this problem with my teenager, I sure have been thinking about it.” 
Or “When I was a kid, I used to go to Sunday School. My mom and dad 
made me go. I got away from it, but our financial problems have really 
caused me to think about this.” Those statements sound as if God is at 
work in the person’s life. He may be drawing the person to Himself, 
causing the person to seek God, or bringing conviction of sin. 

 

God Invites You 

When you want to know what God is doing around you, pray. Watch to see 
what happens next. Make the connection between your prayer and what 
follows. Find out what God is doing by asking probing questions. Then 
listen. Be ready to make the adjustments required to join God in what He is 
already doing. 

 

Frequently, the reason we do not join God is because we are not 
committed to join Him. We want God to bless us, not to work through us. 
Do not look for ways God is going to bless you. Look for ways God is going 
to reveal Himself by working through you and beyond you to accomplish 
His purposes. God’s work in you will bring a blessing to you and others, but 
the blessing is a by-product of your obedience and experience of God at 
work in your midst. [Henry & (2013). 7 Truths from Experiencing God. 
LifeWay Press. Retrieved from https://read.lifeway.com] [Henry & (2013). 
Experiencing God. LifeWay Press. Retrieved from https://read.lifeway.com] 



 

Love and God’s Invitation 

Verse to Memorize “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he 

is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, 

and I too will love him and show myself to him.”— John 14:21 

Breaking Ground 

Would you rather have to sew all your clothes or grow your own 

food? Why?  

Digging Deeper 

1. Read Genesis 22:1-18. What do these verses indicate about God 

and about Abraham?  

 

2. Read John 14:15-31. How can you demonstrate your love for 

God? 

 

Can someone truly love God without obedience? Why? 

  

3. Read Deuteronomy 32:46-47. How important are God’s words to 

you? 

Based on Isaiah 55:11, Romans 10:9, and 1 Peter 1:23 how does 

the word of God motivate us to change? 

4. Read 2 Kings 6:17 and Luke 19:42. Is it possible for God to be 

working around you without your seeing it? 

 

What are some things that block our sight from the work of God 

around us? 

 

5. Read John 5:17,19-24. How did Jesus know what to do in His 

Father’s work? 

 

How does God invite someone to be involved with Him? 

Get Growing  

1. Do you have plans that God did not blessed lately? Take the time 

to meditate about the reasons why you think God is not blessing a 

particular plan.   

 

2. Are you able to see God working around you? Are you willing to 

answer to His invitation to adjust your life and join Him to His work? 

This week ask God to help you to see His plans for your life.  

 
 

 


