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In this time of upheaval, trust can feel fragile. Truth is o¢ en contested. And the distance between us—whether physical, 
relational, or spiritual—can seem harder to cross. Many of us are carrying quiet questions and deep weariness. We long 
for something more than certainty—we long for healing, understanding, and hope. This ache isn’t a weakness; it’s a holy 
longing. A sacred desire for a world made whole.
The Will to Dream was created with this longing in mind. Whether you’re engaging this resource on your own, with your 
family, or as part of a wider church community, it’s here to help you pause, refl ect, and reconnect with the radical hope 
at the heart of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. You’ll explore the wisdom of the prophets, name what’s broken, and 
imagine what could be. Feel free to adapt the materials in whatever way works best for your household—this resource 
is here to support you.

ADVENT CALENDAR
Beginning December 1, each day off ers a simple activity for your family to complete together. We understand that life 
can get busy, so these activities are short and meaningful, keeping the focus on quality family time. Display the calendar 
in a visible spot at home where everyone can see it each day. As it works with your schedule, take time with your family 
to do that day’s suggested practice. These practices become part of our spiritual toolkit—resources we can draw on 
when we feel weary, overwhelmed, or unsure how to respond. If you notice they are repeated in other resources of 
The Will to Dream, you are right! That’s intentional! By returning to them again and again, in diff erent ways and settings, 
we begin to form sacred habits that shape how we live, love, and imagine. We hope this resource provides an easy, 
meaningful way to connect during Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, creating lasting memories for your family.
This PDF contains two versions of our Advent Calendar: full-color and a black-and-white colorable version. You can print 
these out, cut along the edges and join the two sheets with tape to assemble your complete Advent Calendar. Use the 
full-color version for a fun and colorful Advent display in your home. Or print out the black-and-white version and color 
in the shapes as you complete each activity throughout Advent. If you have the ability to print an 11x17 version of this 
poster, you can download it below. The password for each of the fi les is thewilltodream

• Full-color 11x17 version: illstrtdm.in/TheWillToDreamAdventColor
• Black-and-white 11x17 version: illstrtdm.in/TheWillToDreamAdventBW

FEEDBACK
Your thoughts matter to us. If you found this resource helpful or meaningful, we’d love to hear from you! Any suggestions 
or ideas for improvement are always welcome. You can reach us at info@illustratedministry.com or connect with us on 
the following social networks:

Facebook: fb.com/illustratedmin YouTube: youtube.com/illustratedmin
Instagram: instagram.com/illustratedmin Pinterest: pinterest.com/illustratedmin

Threads: threads.net/@illustratedmin
Blue Sky: illustratedmin.bsky.social

TikTok: tiktok.com/@illustratedmin

We love seeing how you’re using our resources! Share your stories and photos with us using the hashtag 
#illustratedministry or tagging us @illustratedmin, so we can be a part of your journey.
Looking for more inspiration? Check out the hashtag on social media to see how others are creatively using our materials.
–Illustrated Ministry

Join our growing community on Facebook:
fb.com/groups/illustratedmin
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rib

e 
th
e 
jo
y y

ou
 

fe
el
 in

 yo
ur
 fa

m
ily
. 

Ad
ve

nt
 o
�e

n 
br
in
gs

 jo
y a

nd
 

an
tic

ip
at
io
n,
 b
ut
 n
ot
 

al
w
ay

s. 
Ha

ve
 e
ac

h 
pe

rs
on

 
w
rit

e 
or
 d
ra
w
 o
n 
a 
bl
ue

 c
ar
d 

w
ha

t c
an

 m
ak

e 
jo
y d

iffi
cu

lt.
 

Pl
ac

e 
th
e 
ca

rd
s b

y a
 c
an

dl
e 
to
 

re
m
em

be
r G

od
’s 
lig

ht
 st

ill 
sh

in
es

 e
ve

n 
w
he

n 
jo
y 

fe
el
s h

id
de

n.

Ta
ke

 a
 w
al
k 

ou
ts
id
e 
an

d 
co

lle
ct
 sm

al
l 

ite
m
s—

flo
w
er
s, 
le
av

es
, 

st
on

es
—
th
at
 sp

ar
k 
de

lig
ht
. 

Ar
ra
ng

e 
th
em

 in
 a
 c
irc

le
 o
n 
th
e 

gr
ou

nd
 a
s a

 m
an

da
la
 o
f j
oy

, 
th
en

 p
au

se
 to

 g
ive

 
th
an

ks
.

It’
s a

lm
os

t 
Ch

ris
tm

as
. B
ab

y 
Je

su
s i
s a

bo
ut
 to

 b
e 

bo
rn
. If

 yo
u 
co

ul
d 

dr
ea

m
 u
p 
a 
na

m
e 
fo
r 

th
e 
ne

w
 b
ab

y, 
w
ha

t 
w
ou

ld
 it
 b
e?

Us
in
g 
a 
gl
ue

 
gu

n 
or
 g
lu
e 
do

ts
, 

at
ta
ch

 tw
o 
ca

nd
y c

an
es

 
to
ge

th
er
 in

 th
e 
sh

ap
e 
of
 a
 

he
ar
t. 
Tie

 a
 st

rin
g 
on

 e
ac

h 
he

ar
t a

nd
 g
ive

 th
e 

ca
nd

y c
an

e 
he

ar
ts
 

aw
ay
.

Pl
ac

e 
yo

ur
 

fin
ge

rs
 o
n 
yo

ur
 w
ris

t 
to
 fe

el
 yo

ur
 p
ul
se

. 
Wh

et
he

r o
r n

ot
 yo

u 
ca

n 
fe
el
 it
, it

's 
th
er
e. 
Fo
r e

ac
h 

he
ar
tb
ea

t, 
en

vis
io
n 
lo
ve

 
re
ve

rb
er
at
in
g 
in
 a
ll t

he
 

pl
ac

es
 yo

u 
go

.

To
da

y, 
as

 yo
u 
ce

le
br
at
e 

Ch
ris

tm
as

, t
ak

e 
so

m
e 
tim

e 
th
ro
ug

ho
ut
 

yo
ur
 d
ay

 to
 st

op
, p

au
se

, b
re
at
he

, lo
ok

 
ar
ou

nd
, a
nd

 m
ak

e 
a 
m
em

or
y o

f s
m
al
l 

m
om

en
ts
. M

ay
 th

es
e 
m
em

or
ie
s c

ar
ry
, 

en
co

ur
ag

e, 
an

d 
he

lp
 yo

u 
dr
ea

m
 o
f a

ll 
th
at
 is
 a
nd

 c
an

 b
e. 
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5 
Illu

st
ra
te
d 
M
in
is
tr
y, 
LL
C. 
Al
l r
ig
ht
s r

es
er
ve

d.
 ill
us

tr
at
ed

m
in
is
tr
y.c

om

Du
rin

g 
th
is
 

se
as

on
, w

e 
w
ill 

ex
pl
or
e 
w
ha

t i
t m

ea
ns

 to
 

dr
ea

m
 in

 o
ur
 fa

ith
. W

ha
t 

do
 yo

u 
im

ag
in
e 
Go

d 
dr
ea

m
s f

or
 yo

u,
 yo

ur
 

fa
m
ily
, a
nd

 yo
ur
 

co
m
m
un

ity
?

Ad
ve

nt
 is
 a
 

tim
e 
of
 w
ai
tin

g 
an

d 
pr
ep

ar
at
io
n.
 

Ho
w
 c
an

 w
e 

pr
ep

ar
e 
ou

r 
he

ar
ts
 fo

r 
Je

su
s?

Ou
r t
he

m
e, 

Th
e 
Wi
ll 
to
 D
re
am

, 
en

co
ur
ag

es
 im

ag
in
at
io
n.
 

Lo
ok

 in
 yo

ur
 fr
id
ge

 o
r 

pa
nt
ry
 a
nd

 d
re
am

 u
p 
a 

ne
w
 re

ci
pe

 w
ith

 yo
ur
 

fa
m
ily
.

Us
in
g 
pl
ai
n 

pa
pe

r a
nd

 
sc

is
so

rs
, c
re
at
e 
on

e 
or
 m

or
e 
pa

pe
r 

sn
ow

fla
ke

s a
nd

 h
an

g 
th
em

 a
ro
un

d 
yo

ur
 

sp
ac

e 
to
 fi
ll i
t 

w
ith

 jo
y!

Ou
r 

bo
di
es

 a
re
 p
ar
t o

f 
ho

w
 w
e 
liv
e 
Go

d’
s d

re
am

. 
M
ak

e 
a 
fis

t, 
sq

ue
ez

e, 
an

d 
ho

ld
 ti
gh

tly
 fo

r t
en

 se
co

nd
s. 

Slo
w
ly 
re
le
as

e 
th
e 
te
ns

io
n,
 

pa
yin

g 
at
te
nt
io
n 
to
 th

e 
pa

ce
 o
f y

ou
r b

re
at
h.
 

Re
pe

at
.

Jo
hn

 th
e 

Ba
pt
is
t a

pp
ea

rs
 in

 
ou

r A
dv

en
t s

to
rie

s. 
He

 
ea

ts
 lo

cu
st
s a

nd
 w
ild

 
ho

ne
y. 
Tr
y s

om
e 
lo
ca

l 
ho

ne
y f

ro
m
 yo

ur
 

co
m
m
un

ity
 o
n 

to
as

t.

We
 m

ee
t G

od
 in

 a
ll 

pl
ac

es
, f
ro
m
 m

an
ge

rs
 to

 
m
ou

nt
ai
nt
op

s. 
Sp

en
d 
tim

e 
in
 sa

nd
 o
r d

irt
 o
ut
si
de

, 
cr
ea

tin
g 
ei
th
er
 a
 m

an
ge

r 
or
 a
 m

ou
nt
ai
nt
op

 w
ith

 
th
os

e 
m
at
er
ia
ls
.

Pe
ac

e 
is
 o
�e

n 
fe
lt 

de
ep

ly 
in
 o
ur
 so

ul
s. 

M
us

ic
 c
an

 fo
st
er
 th

at
 

fe
el
in
g.
 C
re
at
e 
a 
pl
ay

lis
t 

th
at
 se

ts
 th

e 
to
ne

 fo
r 

pe
ac

e 
an

d 
lis
te
n 
to
 it
 a
t 

di
nn

er
 o
r b

ef
or
e 

be
dt
im

e.

Pr
ac

tic
e 
Bo

x 
Br
ea

th
in
g.
 In

ha
le
 fo

r 5
 

se
co

nd
s, 
ho

ld
 fo

r 5
 se

co
nd

s, 
ex

ha
le
 fo

r 5
 se

co
nd

s, 
an

d 
ho

ld
 

ag
ai
n 
fo
r 5

 se
co

nd
s. 

Re
pe

at
.

M
ak

e 
a 
vis

ua
l r
em

in
de

r o
f 

th
e 
pe

ac
e 
w
e 
dr
ea

m
 a
nd

 w
or
k 
fo
r. O

n 
a 
pa

pe
r p

la
te
, t
ap

e 
on

e 
lo
ng

 lin
e 
th
ro
ug

h 
th
e 
ce

nt
er
 a
nd

 tw
o 
sh

or
te
r a

ng
le
d 
lin

es
 fr
om

 
th
e 
m
id
dl
e 
to
 th

e 
ed

ge
 (m

ak
in
g 
a 
pe

ac
e 
si
gn

). 
Co

lo
r o

r p
ai
nt
 o
ve

r t
he

 p
la
te
. R
em

ov
e 
th
e 

ta
pe

 to
 re

ve
al
 a
 p
ea

ce
 si
gn

 a
nd

 h
an

g 
it 
in
 yo

ur
 sp

ac
e.

Sp
en

d 
tim

e 
w
rit

in
g 
le
tt
er
s t

o 
po

lit
ic
al
 le

ad
er
s a

bo
ut
 

so
m
et
hi
ng

 yo
u 
ca

re
 

ab
ou

t—
yo

ur
 vo

ic
e 
ca

n 
he

lp
 m

ak
e 
ch

an
ge

 
ha

pp
en

!

Wa
lk
 a
ro
un

d 
yo

ur
 

ya
rd
 o
r n

ei
gh

bo
rh
oo

d 
w
ith

 yo
ur
 fa

m
ily
. D
re
am

 
ab

ou
t h

ow
 yo

u 
co

ul
d 

tr
an

sf
or
m
 yo

ur
 o
ut
do

or
 

sp
ac

e 
to
 e
nc

ou
ra
ge

 
co

m
m
un

ity
 a
nd

 
co

nn
ec

tio
n.
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