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The Doctrine of the Atonement 
Why did Jesus have to die? 

Romans 3:21-26  
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify.  
22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile,  
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  
25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by 
faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished—  
26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies 
those who have faith in Jesus. 
 

Romans 3:24-26  (NASB) 
24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;25 whom God displayed 
publicly as a propitiation in (by) His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because 
in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, I say, of His 
righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 

Starters: 
Jesus did not die by accident. 
John 10:17-18 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up 
again. This command I received from my Father.” 
 

Jesus did not die as a martyr.   
Acts 2:23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the 
help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
 

1.  The Ransom Explanation 
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many. 
 

John 8:34-36 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
 

Romans 8:2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of 
sin and death. 
 

Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 
riches of God’s grace 
 

Titus 2:14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that 
are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 

Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language 
and people and nation.” 
 

1 Corinthians 6:20 You were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies. 
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2.  The Moral Influence Explanation. 
    

1 Peter 2:21-23 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23 When they 
hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted 
himself to him who judges justly. 
 

1 Peter 4:1-2 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because 
whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil 
human desires, but rather for the will of God. 
 

Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved children and live a life of love just as Christ 
loved us and gave Himself up as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

Philippians 2:3-8 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.5 In your 
relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.8 And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 
 

3.  The Victory Explanation. 
 

Hebrews 2:14-15 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 
he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—15 and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 
 

John 16:33 …But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 

John 19:30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit. 
 

Colossians 1:13-14 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 
the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Colossians 2:13-15 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you 

alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which 
stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the 
powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  
 

1 John 3:8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 
 

Revelation 17:14 They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because he is 
Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.” 
 

Galatians 1:4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our 
God and Father, 
 

4. The Relationship Explanation 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has gone, the new has 
come.  All this is from God who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation.  That God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ and not counting men's sin against 
them and He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  
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Ephesians 2:12-16 …remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in 
Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now 
in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.14 For he himself is 
our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 
hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create 
in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them 
to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility 
 

Colossians 1:20-22 ...and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 21 Once you were alienated from God and 
were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s 
physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 
 

5.  The Substitution Explanation. 
 

Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people and He will appear a second 
time not to bear sin but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him. 
  

2 Corinthians 5:21 God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 

Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us. For it is written, 
`Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’ 
  

Romans 5:8 God showed His love toward us that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. 
  

1 Peter 3:18 Christ died for our sins, the righteous for the unrighteous. 
  

1 John 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins... 
  

1 Corinthians 5:7 Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
  

John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!  
 

OUR RESPONSE 
 
1.  We ought to hate sin.   
 

 1 Peter 1:15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 
 

2.  We ought to love Christ. 
 

1 John 4:9-10 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

 

Romans 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along 
with him, graciously give us all things? 

 

3.  We ought to make the message known. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:14  For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died. 
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