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The Orthodox Tradition



The Catholic Tradition



The Protestant Tradition



The Last Supper  
by Leonardo da Vinci, c. 1495-1498 AD





Vocabulary
Bread and Wine 
Communion 
Eucharist (cf., eu-charis, meaning thanksgiving, or to give thanks, cf., eulogy) 
Last Supper 
Liturgy 
Lord’s Supper 
Presence of Christ in the Bread and Wine 
          Transubstantiation 
          Consubstantiation 
          Spiritualism 
          Symbolism  
Sacerdotalism 
Sacramentalism 
Words of Institution
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THE GREAT SCHISM OF 1054 AD
1. Political-religious power between bishops, i.e., Rome vs Constantinople.

2. Unleavened or leavened bread for the Eucharist.

3. Doctrinal discrepancies in the Nicene Creed.

4. The right of priests to marry. 
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The Seven Ecumenical Councils of the Early Church
1. Nicea I (AD 325): Jesus is co-equal and co-substantive w God. 
2. Constantinople I (AD 381): Affirmed deity of the Holy Spirit. 
3. Ephesus (AD 431): Mary is theotokos (the Mother of God, or, the Bearer of God). 
4. Chalcedon (AD 451): Affirmed the two natures of Christ, fully God and fully human. 
5. Constantinople II (AD 553): Reconfirmed the definition of the Holy Trinity and of Christ. 
6. Constantinople III (AD 680-81): Clarified the humanity of Jesus and His human will. 
7. Nicea II (AD 787): Confirmed that icons are a valid medium for faith.

Medieval Ecumenical Councils (12th):  
Lateran IV Council (AD 1215) - Rome at the Lateran Palace
1. Defined and authorized the doctrine of transubstantiation. 
2. Affirmed Papal Primacy. 
3. Prepared for the Fifth Crusade.
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The Last Supper
Matthew 26:17-29 
17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do You want us 
to prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 18 And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 
‘The Teacher says, “My time is near; I am keeping the Passover at your house with My disciples.”’” 19 The 
disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover. 20 Now when evening came, 
Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve. 21 And as they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you that 
one of you will betray Me.” 22 Being deeply grieved, they began saying to Him, each one: “Surely it is not I, 
Lord?” 23 And He answered, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the one who will betray 
Me. 24 The Son of Man is going away just as it is written about Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 25 And Judas, who was 
betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus *said to him, “You have said it yourself.” 26 Now while 
they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many 
for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day 
when I drink it with you, new, in My Father’s kingdom.”
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The Last Supper
Mark 14:12-25 
12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was being sacrificed (2pm-5pm), His 
disciples said to Him, “Where do You want us to go and prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 13 And He sent 
two of His disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a pitcher of water will meet you; 
follow him; 14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is My guest 
room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”’ 15 And he himself will show you a large upstairs 
room furnished and ready; prepare for us there.” 16 The disciples left and came to the city, and found every- 
thing just as He had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 17 When it was evening He came with the 
twelve. 18 And as they were reclining at the table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly I say to you that one of you 
will betray Me—one who is eating with Me.” 19 They began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, 
“Surely not I?” 20 But He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, the one who dips bread with Me in the bowl. 
 21 For the Son of Man is going away just as it is written about Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”  22 While they were eating, 
He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take it; this is My 
body.” 23 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 
24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many. 25 Truly I say 
to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine again, until that day when I drink it, new, in the kingdom of God.”
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The Last Supper
Luke 22:14-23 
7 Now the first day of Unleavened Bread came, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 And so 
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, so that we may eat it.” 9 They said to 
Him, “Where do You want us to prepare it?” 10 And He said to them, “When you have entered the city, a man 
carrying a pitcher of water will meet you; follow him into the house that he enters. 11 And you shall say to the 
owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My 
disciples?”’ 12 And he will show you a large, furnished upstairs room; prepare it there.” 13 And they left and 
found everything just as He had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 14 When the hour came, He 
reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him. 15 And He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer; 16 for I say to you, I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.” 17 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among yourselves; 
18 for I say to you,  I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And 
when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body, 
which is being given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 20 And in the same way He took the cup after 
they had eaten, saying, “This cup, which is poured out for you, is the new covenant in My blood. 21 But behold, 
the hand of the one betraying Me is with Mine on the table. 22 For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has 
been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” 23 And they began to debate among 
themselves which one of them it was who was going to do this. © 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



The Last Supper
1. The Last Supper and the Lord’s Supper are not the same meal or ritual. 
2. The Last Supper was integrated with the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
3. There is no command to repeat this ritual or the words of institution spoken by Jesus. Only Luke records 

the statement of “do this in remembrance.” This refers to what they are doing in the immediate context, cf., 
the present, active, imperative “do” (ποιέω), and not a reference to future remembrance.  

4. Jesus and the disciples ate unleavened bread.  
The Greek word used for bread as referenced in the Last Supper and Lord’s Supper texts is ἄρτος (artos), 
the generic word for leavened bread. The word for unleavened bread is ἄζυμος (azumos).  

5. Jesus and the disciples drank wine (diluted 1:3 ration). 
6. What is the intended meaning of the bread and wine? 

The Bread: 
     Synoptics: this is My body. 
The Blood:  
     Matthew: this is My blood of the covenant (Exodus 24:8).  
     Mark: this is My blood of the covenant 
     Luke: the new covenant in My blood
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THE GREAT SCHISM OF 1054 AD
1. Political-religious power between bishops, i.e., Rome vs Constantinople.

2. Unleavened (Catholic) or leavened (Orthodox) bread for the Eucharist.

3. Doctrinal discrepancies in the Nicene Creed.

4. The right of priests to marry. 
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The Seven Ecumenical Councils of the Early Church
1. Nicea I (AD 325): Jesus is co-equal and co-substantive w God. 
2. Constantinople I (AD 381): Affirmed deity of the Holy Spirit. 
3. Ephesus (AD 431): Mary is theotokos (the Mother of God, or, the Bearer of God). 
4. Chalcedon (AD 451): Affirmed the two natures of Christ, fully God and fully human. 
5. Constantinople II (AD 553): Reconfirmed the definition of the Holy Trinity and of Christ. 
6. Constantinople III (AD 680-81): Clarified the humanity of Jesus and His human will. 
7. Nicea II (AD 787): Confirmed that icons are a valid medium for faith.

Medieval Ecumenical Councils (12th): Lateran IV Council (AD 1215) - Rome
1. Defined and authorized the doctrine of transubstantiation. 
2. Affirmed Papal Primacy. 
3. Prepared for the Fifth Crusade.

© 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



© 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



The Last Supper
Matthew 26:17-29 
17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do You 
want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 18 And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and 
say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is near; I am keeping the Passover at your house with My 
disciples.”’” 19 The disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover. 20 Now when 
evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve. 21 And as they were eating, He said, “Truly I 
say to you that one of you will betray Me.” 22 Being deeply grieved, they began saying to Him, each one: 
“Surely it is not I, Lord?” 23 And He answered, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the one who 
will betray Me. 24 The Son of Man is going away just as it is written about Him; but woe to that man by whom 
the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 25 And Judas, 
who was betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus *said to him, “You have said it yourself.” 26 Now 
while they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is 
being poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine 
from now on until that day when I drink it with you, new, in My Father’s kingdom.”
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The Last Supper
Mark 14:12-25 
12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was being sacrificed (2pm-5pm), His 
disciples said to Him, “Where do You want us to go and prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 13 And 
He sent two of His disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a pitcher of water will 
meet you; follow him; 14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is 
My guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”’ 15 And he himself will show you a large 
upstairs room furnished and ready; prepare for us there.” 16 The disciples left and came to the city, and found 
every- thing just as He had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 17 When it was evening He came with 
the twelve. 18 And as they were reclining at the table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly I say to you that one of you 
will betray Me—one who is eating with Me.” 19 They began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, 
“Surely not I?” 20 But He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, the one who dips bread with Me in the bowl. 
 21 For the Son of Man is going away just as it is written about Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”  22 While they were 
eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take it; 
this is My body.” 23 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all 
drank from it. 24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out 
for many. 25 Truly I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine again, until that day when I drink it, new, 
in the kingdom of God.” © 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



The Last Supper
Luke 22:14-23 
7 Now the first day of Unleavened Bread came, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 And so 
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, so that we may eat it.” 9 They said to 
Him, “Where do You want us to prepare it?” 10 And He said to them, “When you have entered the city, a man 
carrying a pitcher of water will meet you; follow him into the house that he enters. 11 And you shall say to the 
owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My 
disciples?”’ 12 And he will show you a large, furnished upstairs room; prepare it there.” 13 And they left and 
found everything just as He had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 14 When the hour came, He reclined 
at the table, and the apostles with Him. 15 And He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer; 16 for I say to you, I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And 
when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among your-selves; 18 for I say 
to you,  I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And when 
He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body, 
which is being given for you; do this in remem-brance of Me.” 20 And in the same way He took the cup 
after they had eaten, saying, “This cup, which is poured out for you, is the new covenant in My blood. 21 But 
behold, the hand of the one betraying Me is with Mine on the table. 22 For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it 
has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” 23 And they began to debate among them-
selves which one of them it was who was going to do this.
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A Summary of the Passover (cf., 10th Plague Against Egypt)
1. Each home isolates an unblemished, male lamb or goat, on Nisan 10. 

2. Fathers kill the lambs (no broken bones) at their homes at twilight on Nisan 14. 

3. Fathers smear blood on the lintel and doorposts with hyssop (marjoram). 

4. The entire lamb is roasted and eaten with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 

5. Any uneaten portion must be burned by fire.  

6. Each family member must be dressed for travel and must eat the meal in haste, cf., unleavened bread 
is the bread of haste. Note Exodus 12:33-34, 39. 

7. YHWH passes over the home if the blood has been applied to the posts and lintel. 

8. Any home that does not apply the blood experiences the death of their firstborn (cf., livestock). 

9. The feast is perpetual and celebrated along with Massot (a seven-day festival). 

10. During Massot, the 1st and 7th days are “holy convocations.” 

11. Children are given an interpretive explanation of the meal and the meaning of the festival,  
cf., Exodus 12:26, “And when your children say to you, ‘What does this rite mean to you?’” 

12. Israel inherits wealth from their abusers, cf., the “spoil of the Egyptians.” © 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



What is the Last Supper?
1. The Last Supper was a meal Jesus shared with His disciples during the Passover-Feast of Unleavened Bread 

season. 
2. The Passover is a national holiday commemorating the deliverance of Israel from Egypt.  
3. The words “Last Supper” are not found in the New Testament. 
4. The Last Supper provides Jesus the opportunity to share: 

a. A farewell meal with His disciples. 
b. Final teachings before His arrest (John 13-17). 

5. His Words of Institution at His Last Supper:  
a. Jesus offers His body as bread, “…this is My body.” 
b. Jesus offers His blood as covenant forgiveness, “…this is My blood of the Covenant” (Exodus 24:8). 

6. The words and actions of Jesus at the Last Supper present a new interpretation to the Passover meal. 
 
John 6:53-56, "53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 The one who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. 
56 The one who eats My flesh and drinks My blood remains in Me, and I in him.”

© 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



The Last Supper
Mark 14:22-25 
22 While they were eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to 
them, and said, “Take it; this is My body.” 23 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He 
gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of 
the covenant, which is being poured out for many.  

In view of the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread,  
what would you expect this text to say?

© 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 
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Understanding the Lord’s Supper
1. Vocabulary: Eucharist, liturgy, sacramentalism, and sacerdotalism. 

2. Introduction to church history and related doctrinal issues, i.e., the Great Schism of 1054 A.D. 
and transubstantiation made official doctrine in 1215 A.D., etc.  

3. The Last Supper was a part of the Passover/Unleavened Bread Jewish holiday. 
     Jesus did take bread and say, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 
     Jesus did not take lamb and say, “Take, eat; this lamb is My body.”  

4. What happens when we take the bread and wine in an act of worship as the church?

© 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



The Last Supper
Matthew 26:17-29 
17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do You want us 
to prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 18 And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 
‘The Teacher says, “My time is near; I am keeping the Passover at your house with My disciples.”’” 19 The 
disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover. 20 Now when evening came, 
Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve. 21 And as they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you that 
one of you will betray Me.” 22 Being deeply grieved, they began saying to Him, each one: “Surely it is not I, 
Lord?” 23 And He answered, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the one who will betray 
Me. 24 The Son of Man is going away just as it is written about Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 25 And Judas, who was 
betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus said to him, “You have said it yourself.” 26 Now while 
they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured 
out for many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on 
until that day when I drink it with you, new, in My Father’s kingdom.”

© 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



The Last Supper
Mark 14:12-25 
12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was being sacrificed (2pm-5pm), His 
disciples said to Him, “Where do You want us to go and prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 13 And He sent 
two of His disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a pitcher of water will meet you; 
follow him; 14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is My guest 
room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”’ 15 And he himself will show you a large upstairs 
room furnished and ready; prepare for us there.” 16 The disciples left and came to the city, and found every- 
thing just as He had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 17 When it was evening He came with the 
twelve. 18 And as they were reclining at the table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly I say to you that one of you 
will betray Me—one who is eating with Me.” 19 They began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, 
“Surely not I?” 20 But He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, the one who dips bread with Me in the bowl. 
 21 For the Son of Man is going away just as it is written about Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”  22 While they were 
eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take it; 
this is My body.” 23 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all 
drank from it. 24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out 
for many. 25 Truly I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine again, until that day when I drink it, new, 
in the kingdom of God.” © 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



The Last Supper
Luke 22:14-23 
7 Now the first day of Unleavened Bread came, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 And so Jesus 
 sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, so that we may eat it.” 9 They said to Him, 
“Where do You want us to prepare it?” 10 And He said to them, “When you have entered the city, a man carrying a 
pitcher of water will meet you; follow him into the house that he enters. 11 And you shall say to the owner of the 
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”’ 
12 And he will show you a large, furnished upstairs room; prepare it there.” 13 And they left and found  
everything just as He had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 14 When the hour came, He reclined 
at the table, and the apostles with Him. 15 And He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer; 16 for I say to you, I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And 
when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among your-selves; 18 for I say 
to you,  I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And when 
He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body, 
which is being given for you; do this in remem-brance of Me.” 20 And in the same way He took the cup 
after they had eaten, saying, “This cup, which is poured out for you, is the new covenant in My blood. 21 But 
behold, the hand of the one betraying Me is with Mine on the table. 22 For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it 
has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” 23 And they began to debate among them-
selves which one of them it was who was going to do this.
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The Lord’s Supper
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when He 
was betrayed, took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same way He also took the cup after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:27-34 
27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way, shall be guilty of 
the body and the blood of the Lord. 28 But a person must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat 
of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For the one who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to 
himself if he does not properly recognize the body. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, 
and a number are asleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are 
judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world. 33 So then, my 
brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 34 If anyone is hungry, have him 
eat at home, so that you do not come together for judgment. As to the remaining matters, I will give 
instructions when I come.
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Flesh as True Food and Blood as True Drink
John 6:47-58,  
47 Truly, truly, I say to you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life.  49 Your fathers ate 
the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down out of heaven, so that 
anyone may eat from it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats 
from this bread, he will live forever; and the bread which I will give for the life of the world also is My flesh.” 
52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, “How can this man give us His flesh to eat?”  
53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 The one who eats My flesh and drinks My blood 
has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For My flesh is true food, and My blood is 
true drink. 56 The one who eats My flesh and drinks My blood remains in Me, and I in him. 57 Just as 
the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, the one who eats Me, he also will live because of 
Me. 58 This is the bread that came down out of heaven, not as the fathers ate and died; the one who eats 
this bread will live forever.” 
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The Presence of Christ in the Bread and Wine
1. Transubstantiation (Catholic and Orthodox View): 

The bread and wine become substantively, the body and blood of Jesus. This is called 
transubstantiation. The happens when the priest speaks the words of “this is My body…,” 
etc., during the mass. Finally, Catholic doctrine teaches the Eucharist, in view of transubstan-
tiation, becomes a living sacrificial act of God. Jesus is crucified and offered as the atoning 
sacrifice at each observance of the ritual. Salvation is experienced incrementally.  IT IS.  

2. Consubstantiation (The Lutheran View): 
“Christ’s body and blood are physically and ubiquitously present in the elements.” However, 
consubstantially, i.e., the body and blood of Christ are present ‘in, with, under,’ or included in 
the bread and wine. IT IS BUT IS ISN’T.  

3. Spiritual (Protestant Reformed View):  
Calvin’s view of the Lord’s Supper rejects both “Zwingli’s ‘memorialism’ and Luther’s 
‘monstrous notion of ubiquity’ (Inst. 4.17.30), he held that there is a real reception of the 
body and blood of Christ in the supper, only in a spiritual manner.” IT IS SPIRITUAL.
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The Presence of Christ in the Bread and Wine
4. Memorial (Protestant View): 

“Ulrich Zwingli opposed Luther and the physical presence of Christ in the Eucharist. He 
argued that since Christ died once and for all physically on the cross, we do not eat his body 
at the Eucharist.” For Zwingli, “the role of the sacrament [is the] bringing to mind the death of 
Christ and its efficacy on behalf of the believer. Thus, the Lord’s Supper is essentially a 
commemoration of Christ’s death.” REMEMBER. 

5. Indwelling & Interactive Judgment View (Perry) 
Christ is not physically (scientifically) present in the bread and wine. Christ and the Holy 
Spirit are already present in and indwelling each true believer. In this view the presence of 
Christ is not required to be in the bread and wine for the participant of His supper to 
experience grace and personal renewal by the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, the life of the 
believer experiences an interactive blessing or judgment in direct proportion to their 
relationship with other Christians during the Lord’s Supper.  IT IS ALREADY.
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The Presence of Christ in the Bread and Wine
1. Transubstantiation (Catholic and Orthodox View). 

2. Consubstantiation (The Lutheran View). 

3. Spiritual (Protestant Reformed View). 

4. Memorial (Protestant View). 

5. Indwelling Christ & Interactive Judgment View (Perry).
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Understanding the Lord’s Supper
1. Vocabulary: Eucharist, liturgy, sacramentalism, sacerdotalism, remembrance (ἀνάμνησις). ) 

2. Introduction to church history and doctrine, i.e., the Great Schism of 1054 AD.  

3. The Last Supper was a part of the Passover/Unleavened Bread Jewish holiday. 
Jesus did take bread and say, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 
Jesus did not take lamb and say, “Take, eat; this lamb is My body.” 
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Understanding the Lord’s Supper
4. What happens when you take the bread and wine in an act of worship as the church? 

a. Transubstantiation (Catholic and Orthodox View). 

b. Consubstantiation (The Lutheran View). 

c. Spiritual (Reformed View). 

d. Memorial (Protestant View). 

e. Indwelling Christ & Interactive Judgment View (Perry).
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An example of interactivity



Coterminity  
of Influence 

The Body of Christ 
(the physical church and  
the metaphysical Jesus)

Christian 
(The physical person 
indwelled by Jesus)

Jesus 
(the metaphysical reality  

of His presence)
Pollutant

    


          

    


          

    


          

    


          

THE CHRISTIAN-JESUS-BODY OF CHRIST-POLLUTANT SCHEMA 

    


          

    


    


          

    


          

    


          

    


          

    


          

    


          

© 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



When should a Christian abstain from taking the Lord’s Supper?
1. When a Christian is under the judgment of the Church (shunned/disfellowshipped). 

See Matthew 18:15-17; Acts 20:25-35; Romans 16:17; 1 Cor 5:9-13; 2 Thess 3:6, 14-15; Titus 3:10-11; 
2 John 9-11. 

2. When there is worship/engagement with local pagan temples/idolatry:  

a. Worshipping pagan gods (demonic spirits). Cf., 1 Cor 8; 10:14-22. Polytheism is normative. 

b. Social-networking as persecution avoidance. Cf., Matt 10:32-33; Titus 1:16; 2 Tim 2:12; Jude 1:4; 
Rev 2:13.  

c. Engaging in cultic sexual immorality. Cf., 1 Cor 6:15. Also, the Dionysian cult (1 Cor 5:11). 

d. Flaunting your freedom to purchase meat sacrificed to idols at pagan temples in front of “weaker 
Christians.” Cf., 1 Cor 10:23-30. 

3. When you have sinned against another Christian and refuse to seek forgiveness. Cf., Matt 18:15-17. 

4. Disgracing a fellow Christian at the Lord’s Supper table. Cf., 1 Cor 11:22. 

5. When there is radical and habitual disobedience. Cf., 1 Cor 5:9-13.
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Interrelatedness: Christian-Jesus-Church-Pollutant
1 CORINTHIANS 5:1-8 
To have an incestuous marriage defiles and damages the physical body of the person, the spiritual body of 
Jesus, and the church as His body on earth.  
 
Pollutant: An incestuous marriage existing in the Body of Christ (σῶμα Χριστοῦ) at Corinth (1 Corinthians 
5:1-8). 

 
1 CORINTHIANS 6:1-11 
To refuse to show mercy and accept the loss of material goods, and react by taking a Christian brother or 
sister to court with unbelieving judges, defiles and damages the physical body of the person, the spiritual 
body of Jesus, and the church as His body on earth.  
 
Pollutant: The inability to express forgiveness, mercy, and illogical generosity to a fellow Christian.
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1 CORINTHIANS 6:15-20 
To have engagement with a prostitute defiles and damages the physical body of the person, the spiritual 
body of Jesus, and the church as His body on earth.  
 
Pollutant: Males (and females) engaging in immorality at local temple fertility cults. 

 
1 CORINTHIANS 8:7-13 
Eating meat sacrificed to idols.  
 
Pollutant: Eating meat sacrificed to idols.

Interrelatedness: Christian-Jesus-Church-Pollutant
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1 CORINTHIANS 10:14-22 
To have dinner (sharing in, i.e, κοινωνία) at a local temple cult where meat is served for the purpose of 
worshiping and honoring pagan gods defiles and damages the physical body of the person, the spiritual 
body of Jesus, and the church as His body on earth, cf., σῶμα Χριστοῦ.  
 
Pollutant: Christians eating (the “cup of demons” and the “table of demons”) of food and drink sacrificed to 
false gods with its demonic counterpart: the “co-relating” of demonic spirits during meal sharing at pagan 
temples (cf., 1 Corinthians 10:14-22). 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 11:2-16 
Those who preside or participate worship and the Lord’s Supper and bring to His Table, expressing sexual 
and gender-related perversion, or “gender-distorting actions.” Paul appeals cosmologically to the natural 
order of gender, i.e., gender hierarchy. Man is the reflection of God, and the woman is the reflection of man 
(vs. 7). Paul does not reject the narrative and theology of Genesis.  
 
Pollutant: Males and females distorting and perhaps even perverting gender and gender roles while serving 
as worship leaders and possibly presiding over the Eucharist.

Interrelatedness: Christian-Jesus-Church-Pollutant
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1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-34 
Those who fail to recognize the Body of Christ and in so doing, justify shaming someone in Christ, defile & 
damage the physical body of the person, the spiritual body of Jesus, & the church as His body. 
 
Pollutant: Socially high status Christians with financial resources segregating and forcing Greco-Roman 
meal-sharing practices & policies on low status Christians at the common egalitarian meal known as the 
Lord’s Supper. 

 
1 CORINTHIANS 12:18-27 
The broken pieces of a loaf of bread, constitute the whole loaf. This is coterminous with Paul’s presentation 
of spiritual gifts. Each gift of the Spirit, when combined, constitutes the whole of the Body of Christ (σῶμα 
Χριστοῦ). Honor and necessity among the individual pieces and parts and gift expressions, constitute the 
whole, the Church.   
 
Pollutant: Greed and honor-shame social dynamics dividing and marginalizing individual Christians over 
superiority of gifting and actual physical neglect of food.

Interrelatedness: Christian-Jesus-Church-Pollutant
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1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8 
True love is described in a series of verbs that deconstruct many of the dynamic of honor and shame. The 
love Paul defines is functionally the means by which the church expresses the imitation of Christ.  
 
Pollutant: Greed and selfishness overriding the Christian obligation to consider the needs of the other 
person as being more important than their own.

Interrelatedness: Christian-Jesus-Church-Pollutant
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When should a Christian abstain from taking the Lord’s Supper?
1. When a Christian is under the judgment of the Church (shunned/disfellowshipped). 

See Matthew 18:15-17; Acts 20:25-35; Romans 16:17; 1 Cor 5:9-13; 2 Thess 3:6, 14-15; Titus 3:10-11; 
2 John 9-11. 

2. When there is worship/engagement with local pagan temples/idolatry:  

a. Worshipping pagan gods (demonic spirits). Cf., 1 Cor 8; 10:14-22. Polytheism is normative. 

b. Social-networking as persecution avoidance. Cf., Matt 10:32-33; Titus 1:16; 2 Tim 2:12; Jude 1:4; 
Rev 2:13.  

c. Engaging in cultic sexual immorality. Cf., 1 Cor 6:15. Also, the Dionysian cult (1 Cor 5:11). 

d. Flaunting your freedom to purchase meat sacrificed to idols at pagan temples in front of “weaker 
Christians.” Cf., 1 Cor 10:23-30. 

3. When you have sinned against another Christian and refuse to seek forgiveness. Cf., Matt 18:15-17. 

4. Disgracing a fellow Christian at the Lord’s Supper table. Cf., 1 Cor 11:22. 

5. When there is radical and habitual disobedience. Cf., 1 Cor 5:9-13.
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THE LORD’S SUPPER

1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the 
night when He was betrayed, took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same way 
He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
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Understanding the Lord’s Supper
1. Vocabulary: Eucharist, liturgy, sacramentalism, and sacerdotalism, remembrance 

(ἀνάμνησις). ) 

2. Introduction to church history and doctrine, i.e., the Great Schism of 1054 AD.  

3. The Last Supper was a part of the Passover/Unleavened Bread Jewish holiday. 
Jesus did take bread and say, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 
Jesus did not take lamb and say, “Take, eat; this lamb is My body.”  

4. What happens when you take the bread and wine in an act of worship as the church? 

5. When should a Christian abstain from taking the Lord’s Supper?
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When should a Christian abstain from taking the Lord’s Supper?
1. Pollutant: An incestuous marriage existing in the Body of Christ (σῶμα Χριστοῦ) at Corinth (1 

Corinthians 5:1-8). 

2. Pollutant: The inability to express forgiveness, mercy, and illogical generosity to a fellow Christian.  

3. Pollutant: Males (and females) engaging in immorality at local temple fertility cults. 

4. Pollutant: Eating meat sacrificed to idols.  

5. Pollutant: Christians eating (the “cup of demons” and the “table of demons”) of food and drink 
sacrificed to false gods with its demonic counterpart: the “co-relating” of demonic spirits during meal 
sharing at pagan temples (cf., 1 Corinthians 10:14-22). 

6. Pollutant: Males and females distorting and perhaps even perverting gender and gender roles while 
serving as worship leaders and possibly presiding over the Eucharist.  

7. Pollutant: Socially high status Christians with financial resources segregating and forcing Greco-
Roman meal-sharing practices & policies on low status Christians at the common egalitarian meal 
known as the Lord’s Supper.  

8. Pollutant: Greed and honor-shame social dynamics dividing and marginalizing individual Christians 
over superiority of gifting and actual physical neglect of food.
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The Presence of Christ in the Bread and Wine
1. Transubstantiation (Catholic and Orthodox View). 

2. Consubstantiation (The Lutheran View). 

3. Spiritual (Protestant Reformed View). 

4. Memorial (Protestant View). 

5. Indwelling Christ & Interactive Judgment View (Perry).
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The Last Supper
Matthew 26:26-29 
26 Now while they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for forgiveness 
of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it with you, 
new, in My Father’s kingdom.” 

Mark 14:22-25  
22 While they were eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, and said,  
“Take it; this is My body.” 23 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all drank 
from it. 24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many. 25 Truly I say 
to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine again, until that day when I drink it, new, in the kingdom of God.” 

Luke 22:17-20  
17 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among your-selves; 18 for I say to 
you,  I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And when He had 
taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body, which is being given 
for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This 
cup, which is poured out for you, is the new covenant in My blood. 
© 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



The Lord’s Supper
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same way He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:27-34 
27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way, shall be guilty of the 
body and the blood of the Lord. 28 But a person must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup. 29 For the one who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does 
not properly recognize the body. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number are 
asleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we 
are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world. 33 So then, my 
brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 34 If anyone is hungry, have him 
eat at home, so that you do not come together for judgment. As to the remaining matters, I will give 
instructions when I come.
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The Lord’s Supper: 
The Authorized Agents of Interpretation and Distribution
Interpretation 1: Non-ordained (non-clergy) male or female persons, who claim to be spiritual, may self-
appoint within their own idiosyncratic churches, and serve as authorized agents to present and interpret the 
meaning of the bread and wine involved in the observance Lord’s Supper.  

Interpretation 2: Ordained male and female clergy within liberal Christianity[1] are authorized agents to 
present and interpret the meaning of the bread and wine involved in the observance Lord’s Supper. This 
interpretation seeks the inclusive position that females have a right to be ordained and therefore, serve as 
officiants at baptism and the Lord’s Supper. An example may be the Methodist or Episcopal church. 

Interpretation 3: Only ordained male clergy or ordained male deacons within Christian mainstream 
evangelicalism are authorized agents to present and interpret the meaning of the bread and wine involved in 
the observance Lord’s Supper. This interpretation is applied to the general category of Bible-believing 
Evangelicals. An example may be the Southern Baptist Convention.
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The Lord’s Supper: 
The Authorized Agents of Interpretation and Distribution
Interpretation 4: Only ordained clergy or priests who are males and meet the criteria of scriptural orthodoxy 
per their denominational standards or particular theological orientation, are the authorized agents to present 
and interpret the meaning of the bread and wine involved in the observance Lord’s Supper. This 
interpretation is strict, delimiting, and specific to the individual denomination. An example would be 
reformed (Calvinistic) churches, the Catholic church, Episcopal, and the Orthodox church.
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The Lord’s Supper: 
The Authorized Agents of Interpretation and Distribution
Interpretation 5: During the Ἀγάπη Feast (Lord’s Supper), any Christian, male or female, young or old, may 
interpret and distribute the elements of the Lord’s Supper under the following requirements:  

1. The Christians should be Scripturally baptized,  
2. The Christian should be in submission to the corporate accountability of the Body of Christ,  
3. The Christian should have sufficient mastery of the basic meaning and doctrine of the Lord’s Supper.  

These believers may be called upon and supervised by the pastors or overseers to be the authorized agents to 
interpret the meaning of the bread and wine involved in the observance Lord’s Supper. These representatives are 
not limited to citing the formulaic words of institution only, they, under the leading of the Holy Spirit, may provide 
additional comment by “combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words”  (1 Corinthians 2:12-13).  

This position represents a corporate sharing in the burden to remember the Lord’s death until He comes (μαράνα 
θά!), Cf., 1 Cor 10-11; noting 11:17-34. One of the most significant arguments for this position is 1 Corinthians 11 
and Paul’s target audience for his paraenesis and prescription on the Lord’s Supper. 
 
Cf., Ephesians 4:11; 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Hebrews 13:17. 
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Understanding the Lord’s Supper
1. Vocabulary: Eucharist, liturgy, sacramentalism, and sacerdotalism, remembrance 

(ἀνάμνησις). ) 

2. Introduction to church history and doctrine, i.e., the Great Schism of 1054 AD.  

3. The Last Supper was a part of the Passover/Unleavened Bread Jewish holiday. 
Jesus did take bread and say, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 
Jesus did not take lamb and say, “Take, eat; this lamb is My body.”  

4. What happens when you take the bread and wine in an act of worship as the church? 

5. When should a Christian abstain from taking the Lord’s Supper? 

6. Who are the authorized agents to interpret and distribute the bread and wine? 

7. Reconstructing the Lord’s Supper in the Pauline Church.
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Lateran IV, Constance, Florence, Trent, and Vatican II 
1. The doctrine of concomitance.

The Council of Trent - the Counterreformation:  
The nineteenth ecumenical council opened at Trent on 13 December, 1545,  
and closed there on 4 December, 1563. 

1. Condemned Protestent doctrine. 
2. The church is the ultimate interpreter of Scripture. 
3. Tradition bears the same authority of Scripture. 
4. The Apocrypha was included in the canon of Scripture. 
5. Doctrine of Concomitance was affirmed.
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The Lord’s Supper
1 Corinthians 10:14-22 
14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak as to wise people; you then, judge what I say. 16 Is 
the cup of blessing which we bless not a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is the bread which we break not a 
sharing in the body of Christ? 17 Since there is one loaf, we who are many are one body; for we all partake 
of the one loaf. 18 Look at the people of Israel; are those who eat the sacrifices not partners in the altar? 
19 What do I mean then? That food sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but I 
say that things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you 
to become partners with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you 
cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. 22 Or do we provoke the Lord to 
jealousy? We are not stronger than He, are we?
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The Lord’s Supper
1 Corinthians 11:6-16 
6 For if a woman does not cover her head, have her also cut her hair off; however, if it is disgraceful for a woman 
to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, have her cover her head. 7 For a man should not have his head 
covered, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 8 For man does not originate 
from woman, but woman from man; 9 for indeed man was not created for the woman’s sake, but woman for the 
man’s sake. 10 Therefore the woman should have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. 
11 However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as the 
woman originated from the man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from 
God. 13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14 Does even 
nature itself not teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it 
is a glory to her? For her hair is given to her as a covering. 16 But if anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have 
no such practice, nor have the churches of God.
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The Lord’s Supper
1 Corinthians 11:17-22 
17 Now in giving this next instruction I do not praise you, because you come together not for the better, but for the 
worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in 
part I believe it. 19 For there also have to be factions among you, so that those who are approved may 
become evident among you. 20 Therefore when you come together it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper, 21 for 
when you eat, each one takes his own supper first; and one goes hungry while another gets drunk.  
22 What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you despise the church of God 
and shame those who have nothing? What am I to say to you? Shall I praise you? In this I do not praise you.
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The Lord’s Supper
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when He 
was betrayed, took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is 
for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same way He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:27-34 
27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way, shall be guilty of the 
body and the blood of the Lord. 28 But a person must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup. 29 For the one who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if 
he does not properly recognize the body. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a 
number are asleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are 
judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world. 33 So then, 
my brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 34 If anyone is hungry, have 
him eat at home, so that you do not come together for judgment. As to the remaining matters, I will give 
instructions when I come.
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Reconstructing the Pauline Church
1. Males and females converted to Christ and brought beliefs and behaviors from pagan cults into the 

church, e.g., radical distortions of gender, sexuality, and ecstatic-frenzied mental states. 

2. The poor may have been the ones going to a local temple to eat meat sacrificed to idols at no cost, if 
they gestured worship. The rich may have attended local cults to ensure social status and secure new 
business. 

3. Eranos Meal policies: “Eranos was essentially concerned with reciprocity: at first of food, and later of 
money. In Homer, eranos refers to a meal for which each diner contributed a share (Od. 1. 226); 
alternatively, the venue might be rotated” (Millett). During an eranos meal, everyone who attends is 
expected to contribute something to the meal, i.e., equal exchange.  

4. The traditional Greco-Roman dinner party often took place in two phases. A ‘first table,” during which 
several courses were served, would be followed by a break. This would be followed in turn by a 
‘symposium’ (a drinking party w teaching and entertainment) at a ‘second table,’ often with newly 
arrived guests, at which some food and desserts were served. Possibly, then, the problems in the 
Corinthian church were caused by the richer Christians maintaining the practice of first table and 
treating the Lord’s Supper as the second table alone (Dunn).
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5. The problem of stratification at the Lord’s Supper table was intensified when the host home invited 
personal friends to dinner of equal or higher social status. In so doing the host was obligated to give 
their guests larger portions of higher quality food, provide generous amounts of wine, and best 
seating (couches). These guests began eating before lower-class slaves arrived for the meal 
(Holmberg).  

6. Paul’s directive to eat at home may reveal the belief that food brought to the table was considered as 
private property (Theissen). Those who participated in factious (σχίσματα) groups with their own social 
and theological sympathizers, demonstrated something horrific at the meal of compassion, i.e., the 
inability to share their food with a common grace. 

7. The outcome of forcing Greco-Roman cultural norms for meal sharing on to the Ἀγάπη Feast-Lord’s 
Supper resulted in the humiliation of the poor (Meeks).
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8. It is probable that the poor where penalized for not bringing their share. (Eranos meals) Furthermore, 
by coming late, they were entitled to the second table and were expected to be content with the 
remaining bread and wine for the Eucharist portion of the meal. 

9. The combining of arrogance and indifference, a compassionless meal of compassion (Ἀγάπη Feast), 
and an unholy church with Jesus in their midst, is intolerable for Paul and radically incongruent with his 
Gospel.
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Recognizing and honoring  
Jesus in the Christian in the church  

and the Christian in Jesus in the church

Matthew 25:34-40 
34 “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited 
Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to 
Me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or 
thirsty, and give You something to drink? 38 And when did we see You as a stranger, and invite You in, 
or naked, and clothe You? 39 And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And 
the King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it for one of the 
least of these brothers or sisters of Mine, you did it for Me.’

For the one who eats and 
drinks, eats and drinks 

judgment to himself if he 
does not properly 

recognize the body.  
1 Cor 11:29
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June 12, 2022

John 13: Washing the Disciples Feet and the Absence of the Eucharistic Words of 
Jesus



The Sacred Christian Meal and  
the Grace of God 
The Lord’s Supper  
in the First-Century Body of Christ
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Understanding the Lord’s Supper
1. Vocabulary: Eucharist, liturgy, sacramentalism, and sacerdotalism, and remembrance. 

2. Introduction to church history and doctrine, i.e., the Great Schism of 1054 AD, Lateran IV, 
Constance, Florence, Trent, and Vatican II. 

3. The Last Supper was a part of the Passover/Unleavened Bread Jewish holiday. 
Jesus did take bread and say, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 
Jesus did not take lamb and say, “Take, eat; this lamb is My body.”  

4. What happens when you take the bread and wine in an act of worship as the church? 

5. When should a Christian abstain from taking the Lord’s Supper? 

6. Who are the authorized agents to interpret and distribute the bread and wine?  

7. John 13: Washing Feet and the Absence of the Eucharistic Words of Jesus in the Gospel 
of John.
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The Last Supper
Matthew 26:26-29 
26 Now while they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for 
many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day 
when I drink it with you, new, in My Father’s kingdom.” 

Mark 14:22-25  
22 While they were eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, and said,  
“Take it; this is My body.” 23 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all 
drank from it. 24 And He said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many.  
25 Truly I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine again, until that day when I drink it, new, in the 
kingdom of God.” 

Luke 22:17-20  
17 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among your-selves; 18 for I 
say to you,  I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And when 
He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body, which is 
being given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had 
eaten, saying, “This cup, which is poured out for you, is the new covenant in My blood. 
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Calendar Dating in John’s Gospel
John 12:1-2 
1 Therefore, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised 
from the dead. 2 So they made Him a dinner there, and Martha was serving; and Lazarus was one of those 
reclining at the table with Him. 
John 13:1-4 
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus, knowing that His hour had come that He would depart from 
this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2 And 
during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray 
Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had handed all things over to Him, and that He had come forth from 
God and was going back to God, 4 got up from supper and laid His outer garments aside; and He took a 
towel and tied it around Himself. 
John 18:1-3 
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went away with His disciples across the ravine of the Kidron, 
where there was a garden which He entered with His disciples. 2 Now Judas, who was betraying Him, also 
knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with His disciples. 3 So Judas, having obtained the 
Roman cohort and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and 
weapons. © 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



The Last Supper
John 13:1-5 
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus, knowing that His hour had come that He would depart from 
this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2 And 
during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray 
Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had handed all things over to Him, and that He had come forth from 
God and was going back to God, 4 got up from supper and laid His outer garments aside; and He took a 
towel and tied it around Himself. 5 Then He poured water into the basin, and began washing the disciples’ 
feet and wiping them with the towel which He had tied around Himself.

© 2022 Christopher A. Perry, MA. 



Interpretation 1: The meal described in John 13 takes place prior to the day of preparation for 
the Passover and therefore, Jesus had no reason to speak the Words of Institution over the bread 
and wine. The Last Supper meal would take place the next day (Jeremias). Cf., John 12:1-2; 
13:1-4; 18:1-3 (cf., Witherington, p. 82). 

The Gospel of John and the Absence of the Eucharist
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Interpretation 1: The meal described in John 13 takes place prior to the Passover and therefore, Jesus had no 
reason to speak the words of institution over the bread and wine. The Last Supper meal would take place the next 
day or within a few days (Jeremias).  

Interpretation 2: John intentionally leaves out the Words of Institution because the church is 
ritualizing, materializing, and misusing the Lord’s Supper. John emphasizes it is the Spirit and 
words of Jesus that give life (Lindars, Dunn, Kobel). Cf., 1 Corinthians 10-11.  

Interpretation 3: This is the first sign of the Disciplina Arcani (Lat., ‘discipline of the secret’). The church in the late 
first-century onward, felt compelled to keep the the sacred Words of Institution a secret from the heathen and 
even from new converts (Jeremias). The early Orthodox-Catholic church used scriptures such as Matthew 7:6 
(pearls vs swine); 1 Corinthians 3:1-2 (spiritual Christian vs fleshly Christian); and Hebrews 5:12-14 (milk vs meat), 
to justify this new doctrine and practice. 

Interpretation 4: John is describing the same meal that Matthew, Mark, and Luke described, i.e., the Last Supper 
(Lincoln). John intentionally replaces the Words of Institution with Jesus washing the disciples feet. Therefore, 
John is the only one of the four gospel writers  to actually interpret the practical and functional meaning of the 
words of Jesus i.e., “…this bread is My body” and “…this wine is My blood” (Bauckham, Ridderbos). John intends 
to present the washing of feet as a symbolic equivalent to taking the Lord’s Supper. If you get what the bread and 
wine are all about, you will love and serve one another in humility. In other words, Jesus tells His disciples not to 
elevate themselves above each other, cf., 1 Corinthians 11. 

The Gospel of John and the Absence of the Eucharist
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Interpretation 1: The meal described in John 13 takes place prior to the Passover and therefore, Jesus had no 
reason to speak the words of institution over the bread and wine. The Last Supper meal would take place the next 
day or within a few days (Jeremias).  

Interpretation 2: John intentionally leaves out the Words of Institution because the church is ritualizing and 
misusing the Lord’s Supper. John emphasizes it is the Spirit and words of Jesus that give life (Kobel). 

Interpretation 3: This is the first sign of the Disciplina Arcani (Lat., ‘discipline of the secret’).  
The church in the late first-century onward, felt compelled to keep the the sacred Words of 
Institution a secret from the heathen and even from new converts (Jeremias, Lindars). The early 
Orthodox-Catholic church used scriptures such as Matthew 7:6 (pearls vs swine); 1 Corinthians 
3:1-2 (spiritual Christian vs fleshly Christian); and Hebrews 5:12-14 (milk vs meat); Hebrews 6:1-2, 
to justify this new doctrine and practice.

The Gospel of John and the Absence of the Eucharist
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Interpretation 1: The meal described in John 13 takes place prior to the Passover and therefore, Jesus had no 
reason to speak the words of institution over the bread and wine. The Last Supper meal would take place the next 
day or within a few days (Jeremias).  

Interpretation 2: John intentionally leaves out the Words of Institution because the church is ritualizing and 
misusing the Lord’s Supper. John emphasizes it is the Spirit and words of Jesus that give life (Kobel). 

Interpretation 4: The teachings of Jesus are more important than the Lord’s Supper (Hoskyns). 
Cf., John 13-17.

The Gospel of John and the Absence of the Eucharist
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The Gospel of John and the Absence of the Eucharist
Interpretation 5: John is describing the same meal that Matthew, Mark, and Luke described, i.e., the 
Last Supper (Lincoln). John intentionally replaces the Words of Institution with Jesus washing the 
disciples feet. Therefore, John is the only one of the four gospel writers  to actually interpret the 
practical and functional meaning of the words of Jesus i.e., “…this bread is My body” and “…this wine 
is My blood” (Bauckham, Ridderbos). John intends to present the washing of feet as a symbolic 
equivalent to taking the Lord’s Supper. If you get what the bread and wine are all about, you will 
love and serve one another in humility. In other words, Jesus tells His disciples not to elevate 
themselves above each other, cf., Luke 22:24-27; John 13:16; 1 Corinthians 11.  
 
       Luke 22:26, “But it is not this way for you; rather, the one who is the greatest (μέγας) among you must  
                              become like the youngest, and the leader (ἡγέομαι) like the servant (διακονέω).” 
 
       John 13:16, “Truly, truly I say to you, a slave (δοῦλος) is not greater (μέγας) than his master, nor is one  
                              who is sent greater (μέγας) than the one who sent him.” 

       1 Cor 11:22, “What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you despise the church of  
                               God and shame those who have nothing? What am I to say to you? Shall I praise you? In  
                               this I do not praise you.” Cf., Philippians 2:1-5.
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Interpretation 1: The meal described in John 13 takes place prior to the day of preparation for the 
Passover and therefore, Jesus had no reason to speak the words of institution over the bread and wine. 
The Last Supper meal would take place the next day (Jeremias).  

Interpretation 2: John intentionally leaves out the Words of Institution because the church is ritualizing, 
materializing, and misusing the Lord’s Supper. John emphasizes it is the Spirit and words of Jesus that give 
life (Lindars, Dunn, Kobel). 

Interpretation 3: This is the first sign of the Disciplina Arcani (Lat., ‘discipline of the secret’). The church in 
the late first-century onward, felt compelled to keep the the sacred Words of Institution a secret from the 
heathen and even from new converts (Jeremias). 

Interpretation 4: The teachings of Jesus are more important than the Lord’s Supper (Hoskyns). 

Interpretation 5: John is describing the same meal as the Synoptics, i.e., the Last Supper (Lincoln). John 
intentionally replaces the Words of Institution with Jesus washing the disciples feet (Bauckham, 
Ridderbos). John intends to present the washing of feet as an equivalent to the Lord’s Supper. If you get 
what the bread and wine are all about, you will love and serve one another in humility. In other words, 
Jesus tells His disciples not to elevate themselves above each other, cf., Luke 22:24-27; 1 Corinthians 11. 

The Gospel of John and the Absence of the Eucharist
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John 13:12-17 
12 Then, when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined  
at the table again, He said to them,  “Do you know what I have done for you? 13 You call Me  
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’; and you are correct, for so I am. 14 So if I, the Lord and the Teacher, washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I gave you an example, so that you 
also would do just as I did for you. 16 Truly, truly I say to you, a slave is not greater than his 
master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, 
you are blessed if you do them.  

John 15:12-17 
12 This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 13 Greater love 
has no one than this, that a person will lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if  
you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what 
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, because all things that I have heard from My 
Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed 
you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask 
of the Father in My name He may give to you. 17 This I command you, that you love one another.
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THE LORD’S SUPPER

1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, on 
the night when He was betrayed, took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke 
it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the 
same way He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My 
blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.




