
The Letter of Jude 
AUTHOR Jude, the brother of Jesus (cf., Matt 13:55; Mark 6:3; 1 Corinthians 9:5; cf., also Eusebius EH, 3.19.1-20.7). 
DATE  50-60 AD 

1 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus 
Christ: 2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 

3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you 
appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all time handed down to the saints.  

4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly 
persons who turn the grace of our God into indecent behavior and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

5 Now I want to remind you, though you know everything once and for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of 
the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And angels who did not keep their own 
domain but abandoned their proper dwelling place, these He has kept in eternal restraints under darkness for the 
judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as 
these angels indulged in sexual perversion and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing 
the punishment of eternal fire. 

8 Yet in the same way these people also, dreaming, defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak abusively 
of angelic majesties. 9 But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of 
Moses, did not dare pronounce against him an abusive judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these 
people disparage all the things that they do not understand; and all the things that they know by instinct, like 
unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and 
for pay they have given themselves up to the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 12 These are 
the ones who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, like shepherds caring  
only for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead,  
uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, churning up their own shameful deeds like dirty foam; wandering stars, for whom 
the gloom of darkness has been reserved forever. 

14 It was also about these people that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the 
Lord has come with many thousands of His holy ones, 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the 
ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their 
own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.  

17 But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 18 that they were saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.”  

19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.  

20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of 
God, looking forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on some, who are 
doubting; 23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted 
by the flesh. 

24 Now to Him who is able to protect you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory, blameless 
with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority before 
all time and now and forever. Amen.  

 



Jude and 2 Peter: Major Similarities 

Theme / Feature 2 Peter Jude Significance 

Primary concern False teachers and their 
destructive influence 

False teachers and their 
destructive influence 

Both warn the church against corrupt 
teachers within the Christian community. 

False teachers are 
already/inevitably present 

2 Pet. 2:1 — “there will be 
false teachers among you” 

Jude 4 — “certain 
people have crept in 
unnoticed” 

Both portray the threat as arising within the 
community, not merely outside it. 

Sexual immorality 2 Pet. 2:2, 10, 14, 18 Jude 4, 7–8, 16 Sexual sin is associated with the false 
teachers' rebellion against God. 

Rejection of authority 2 Pet. 2:10 Jude 8 Both characterize the opponents as arrogant 
and contemptuous of legitimate authority. 

Abuse of/glorification of 
spiritual beings 2 Pet. 2:10–11 Jude 8–10 

Both contrast the arrogance of the false 
teachers with the restraint of heavenly 
beings. 

Angels who sinned 2 Pet. 2:4 Jude 6 Both use rebellious angels as an example of 
divine judgment. 

Sodom and Gomorrah 2 Pet. 2:6–7 Jude 7 Both use Sodom as an example of sexual 
immorality followed by divine judgment. 

Balaam 2 Pet. 2:15–16 Jude 11 Both associate false teaching/rebellion with 
Balaam. 

Way/path imagery 2 Pet. 2:15 — “the right 
way” 

Jude 11 — “the way of 
Cain” 

Moral apostasy is portrayed as abandoning 
the proper path. 

Prophetic/apocalyptic 
judgment 2 Pet. 2:3, 9, 17; 3:7 Jude 4, 14–15 Both emphasize the certainty of God's 

coming judgment. 

Comparison to animals 2 Pet. 2:12, 22 Jude 10 
Both portray the opponents as acting 
according to instinct rather than spiritual 
understanding. 

Feasting with believers 2 Pet. 2:13 Jude 12 Both indicate that the false teachers 
participate in Christian communal meals. 

“Stains/blemishes” 2 Pet. 2:13 Jude 12 Very close imagery describing the 
corrupting presence of the opponents. 

Waterless imagery 2 Pet. 2:17 — “springs 
without water” 

Jude 12 — “waterless 
clouds” 

Both use waterless phenomena to depict 
the teachers' spiritual uselessness. 

Darkness 2 Pet. 2:17 — “black 
darkness” 

Jude 13 — “black 
darkness” 

Both associate the false teachers with 
eschatological darkness. 

Boastful speech 2 Pet. 2:18 — “arrogant 
words” 

Jude 16 — “boastful” 
speech 

Both emphasize arrogant, self-promoting 
rhetoric. 

Desire/lust 2 Pet. 2:18 Jude 16 Both connect false teaching with fleshly 
desires. 

Enticing vulnerable 
people 2 Pet. 2:14, 18 Jude 16 Both portray the teachers as exploiting 

others through their desires. 

Divine judgment is certain 2 Pet. 2:4–9 Jude 5–7, 14–15 Historical examples demonstrate God's 
consistent judgment of rebellion. 

The Lord's 
return/judgment 2 Pet. 3:3–13 Jude 14–15 Both culminate their warning in 

eschatological judgment. 
 


